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Chairman:
Cllr P Eardley

Councillors:
Cllr I Sadler, Cllr B Cole,  Cllr M Edwards; Cllr D Mason;  



Cllr S Moulson; Cllr N Groom; Cllr D Cliff
Clerk:

 Mrs M Joyce

EXTRAORDINARY MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL OF NORTON IN HALES HELD ON 
14TH JUNE 2022 AT THE JUBILEE HALL, NORTON IN HALES

55/22
Welcome & Public Session
Cllr Eardley declared the Meeting open at 7:30pm. Unitary Cllr Aldcroft sent his apologies. 

No members of the public were present.



53/22
Present, Apologies and/or Absent 

All present as listed above. 

54/22
Declaration of Disclosable Pecuniary or any other Interests

No declarations were received. 



55/22
Dispensations of DPIs if required
None required. 

56/22
To receive the Internal Auditor’s report and acknowledge/discuss any findings therein
Councillors noted receipt of the Internal Auditor’s report. Councillors noted the overall high standard of administration reported.  Councillors further noted that the Auditor commented that the Parish Council had not demonstrated sufficient clarity on the tendering process for the construction of the community car park. 
The Councillors discussed the process undertaken, particularly within the restraints that the Council was working within during the COVID pandemic.  The tendering process was undertaken by the owners of the land at that time (the Hinds Head) whilst the tenancy agreement lease was being drawn up and agreed to, a process which took in the region of a year to complete.  Progress updates were given at Parish Council meetings. Several of the firms approached declined the opportunity to tender, some attended site meetings (within COVID guidelines and constrictions) and failed to submit quotes, others could do part of the process but not a complete job. Only one contractor would undertake a complete job of works and would manage and insure the site.  They would also manage parts of the planning consent process and the archaeological works.  Quotes were submitted to the Parish Council for consideration and approval. The contract was duly awarded to AR Richards.  The Parish Council has used this company previously for hedge cutting and it was known to the PC members that the company also undertook groundworks for another local parish council’s community footpath construction works.  Councillors recalled the difficulties of working arrangements during the pandemic, with Councils being given powers to meet remotely for the first time.  Councillors discussed the benefits of having used a local contractor which was flexible and endeavoured to keep costs down at a time when building materials escalated in price.  

On the basis of the report, the Clerk offered her resignation.  Cllr Sadler reminded the Meeting that all decisions that had come before the Council had been agreed as a corporate body.   Councillors were content that the Council had acted at all times with openness and transparency, bringing all matters to the attention of the Council at Meetings, which are all open to the public (including during the pandemic when the Council met via Zoom) and recording discussions and decisions taken in the Minutes.  The Councillors further concluded that the construction of the car park project had been undertaken for the benefit of the Community and felt that a better job could not have been done.  It was suggested that had another contractor been appointed, or several to achieve the complete job, the project may well not have been completed, particularly in light of the 3 month delay caused by BT and the initial delay at the start of construction as a result of satisfying the discharge of planning conditions.  Cllr Edwards proposed a vote of confidence in the Clerk and rejected the resignation which was seconded by Cllr Sadler, and was unanimously agreed.  Resolved. 
Cllr Eardley proposed acknowledging receipt of the report and noted the comments and findings, seconded by Cllr Cole, all agreed.   Resolved. 

A list of contractors approached to tender and all costs will be published once all invoices have been paid. 

57/22
To approve the 2021-22 year end accounts
Councillors reviewed the accounts to 31/03/2022. Cllr Sadler proposed approving the accounts, seconded by Cllr Mason, all agreed. 
58/22
To complete and approve the Annual Governance Statement



Councillors reviewed the form and completed the questions positively. It was proposed that the form be signed off by the Chairman and Clerk on behalf of the Council by Cllr Cliff, seconded by Cllr Edwards, all agreed. The Chairman and Clerk duly signed the form.  Resolved. 








59/22
To complete and approve the Annual Accounting Statement for 2020-21
Cllr Mason proposed the approval of the Annual  Accounting Statement, seconded by Cllr Groom, all agreed. The Chairman and Clerk duly signed the form. Resolved. 

60/22
To approve the return of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2020-21 to the External Auditor
Cllr Groom proposed the return of the form to the External Auditor, seconded by Cllr Cliff, all agreed. Resolved. 

61/22
Car park energy supply for charging units and lighting – to enable Cllrs to accept a quote
Councillors discussed the difficulties which had been experienced in trying to source a supplier for energy for the car park lighting and ECV units. The Clerk confirmed that a number of companies had been approached (Scottish Power, EDF, Octopus, Shropshire Council) however quotes could not be sourced. NFU Energy Department had been approached for quotes. Once quote from British Gas has been forwarded for consideration.  Councillors confirmed that they had viewed the quote.  A contract will be circulated for final approval.  In light of no other quotes having been received, Cllr Sadler proposed acceptance of the British Gas offer, seconded by Cllr Eardley, all agreed. Appropriate charges for the car charging units will need to be determined prior to commissioning. To take forward to July.

62/22
To pay any invoices due prior to July’s meeting
The Clerk presented invoices for approval.  Cllr Cliff proposed approving all invoices, seconded by Cllr Sadler, all agreed. The cheques were duly signed.  


	Date
	Recipient
	Reason for Payment
	Amount to Pay
	Chq number
	Power of expenditure

	14/6/22
	HMRC
	PAYE
	£90.20
	1729
	LGA 1972 s112 (1)

	19/05/22
	SDH Accts 
	Internal Audit
	£185.68
	1730
	LGA 1972 s94

	30/05/22
	Wicksteed 
	Playground equip – replacement parts
	£3357.07
	1731
	PHA 1875 s164; PHAAA 1980 s44; OSA 1906 ss9&10

	30/05/22
	Starboard Sys Ltd
	Software
	£273.60
	1732
	LGA 1972s111

	14/6/22
	Jubilee Hall
	Room Hire
	£17.00
	1733
	LGA 1972s111


63/22
Items for July’s agenda
Grounds maintenance for the car park 

Church clock grant request

There being no further business for discussion, the Chairman thanked everyone for attending and declared the Meeting closed at 8:12pm. 


Date of Next Ordinary Meeting: 12th July 2022
