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Chairman:
Cllr P Eardley
Councillors:
Cllr B Cole, Cllr D Mason; Cllr M Edwards; Cllr S Moulson; Cllr I Sadler
Unitary Cllr:     
Cllr R Aldcroft
Clerk:

Mrs M Joyce

Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council held on 18th January 2023 at the Jubilee Hall Norton in Hales at 7:30pm

1
Chairman’s welcome, apologies, announcements & Public Session (No decisions to be taken)
The Chairman welcomed everyone present to the Meeting declaring it open at 7:30pm. Apologies were given for having to reschedule the Meeting due to illness. Six members of the public attended the Meeting.
A report was given about the defibrillator in Norton in Hales which has been in place since 2014 donated by the WMAS.  A local responders operate an assistance programme to back up the ambulance service and First Responders in the event of a callout. Originally there were 19 people on the volunteer list.  This was reduced to 2 during the pandemic. A recruitment campaign has raised the numbers to 8.  In 8 years about 100 callouts have been undertaken, mostly in Market Drayton.  Ideally 15-16 people are needed to make the system work to ensure a decent level of cover.  Ambulance delays are growing in length of time. A request for a second defibrillator has been made for the recreation field.  A suggestion has been made that one is installed in Betton.  Members of the public can access the defibrillators directly if needed via 999.  A discussion was had regarding the best locations to have defibrillators located. A second unit in Betton could also fall under the remit of the volunteer group.  The replacement cabinet for the unit in Norton in Hales, purchased by the Parish Council, is being delivered tomorrow. 

A second resident raised the hedgerow which is being removed to create a new entrance (in accordance with a planning permission). The Planning Department has details of all of the trees and hedgerow recorded as part of the S106 agreement. Cllr Moulson responded to inform the Meeting that the Highways Agency gave permission for the works and gave notice to Shropshire Council 3 months in advance. There is no obligation on the part of Shropshire Council to give the same length of notice. Every resident in the village received a letter in December. Cllr Moulson assured the resident that she would keep an eye on the matter.  The planting scheme is on the public portal. 

A resident raised the footpath running down the side of Pear Tree Croft to Forge Lane.  A section has been rerouted. He queried who is responsible for the path.  It was confirmed that the landowner is responsible for the path.  This formed part of the planning permission.  Residents complained about the surface (gravel) which is too deep.  The footpath is not a right of way. The footpath was installed for access to Forge Lane from the development.  Residents complained that the surface is inappropriate for people with mobility issues or prams.  They queried who will be responsible for the path in perpetuity.  This can be checked with the Planning Department.   

2
To receive Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary (or any other) Interests or Dispensation Requests in accordance with the Code of Conduct 
No declarations or requests for dispensations were received.



3
Approval of the Minutes  (Local Government Act 1972, s12 p41(1) )
To approve the draft Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council held on 9th November 2022
Councillors confirmed that they had received and read the minutes of the last meeting. Cllr Mason proposed them to be a true and accurate record of the Meeting, seconded by Cllr Cole, all agreed. The Chairman duly signed the Minutes. Resolved. 

4
Action taken and matters arising from the Minutes (which are not otherwise included on the agenda)
No matters were raised.

5
Reports 

i)
Unitary Councillor – The Shropshire Council Unitary Cllr is invited give a report/answer questions
Cllr Aldcroft circulated a written report. A £2 bus fare cap anywhere in the county has been imposed. New legislation is being looked at for new developments. 1km of sewer pipe needs to be replaced in Woore – residents have been told they must wait 5 years for this to be done.  Voters in the UK will need photo id at the next elections. A new tree scheme has been announced with sales of trees at 

50% of cost per bundle.  There are support lines available for cost of living crisis.  Boundary review  - electoral boundary reviews have been looked at – County Councillor boundaries being looked at next.  Telford area will incorporate some of Cheswardine division going forward. Town and Parish boundaries will be looked at next.  The Town will be split into 3 divisions with only one representative per c4k people.  

ii)
Councillors /Clerk to give feedback from Meetings attended
NSAC meeting next Monday which Cllr Cole will attend.

6
Three Parishes Neighbourhood Plan – an update
Cllr Sadler reported that the summary document has been circulated to Norton in Hales with  comments invited.  Both boxes put out for responses are empty.  There will be a meeting next week to review any comments. 


7
Ward Matters
- to enable Councillors to raise local matters requiring attention
a)
Betton 
Ward






Water is running off road by triangle in Betton (Brownhills). Water coming off Norton side of triangle probably due to  a blocked drain under triangle.  This issue requires inspection by Highways.  Councillors queried who is responsible for the drains/ditches. The Clerk responded that landowners have riparian responsibilities.  It was reported that the water is preventing pedestrian access into Market Drayton.
A recent indecent exposure report was raised which was also reported in Adderley.  The Chairman confirmed that this is a Police matter. Initially an inadequate response was received from the police – a second report initiated stronger response.  

b)
Norton in Hales
Ward
Councillors reported blocked drains on the Bellaport Road  with water pooling near Church Farm.  This problem is still ongoing despite reports.  
Lots of spray paint put around local potholes but no work undertaken on previously reported matter – Cllr Cole to report again.  

The state of the pavement outside the school was raised. The pavement opposite is impassable and requires attention.  The Clerk reported that she is still waiting for an update from Shropshire Council regarding the 20mph limit review.  Action: Clerk to chase response again. 


c)
Footpaths 






Councillors expressed frustration over the length of time Shropshire Council takes to respond to issues raised. 

d)
Road closures
None upcoming to report. 

e)
Street lighting
The Clerk reported that the invoice for the column repair has been sent to insurance company. The Parish Council will need to settle the invoice and the insurers will pay the direct to the account.
All lights were reported as working. 

Councillors discussed the car park lighting timers which currently go off at c10:30pm. Councillors agreed to alter the timer so that the lights will go off at 11:30 in line with the pub closing time. 






f)
Highways matters inc footways
Covered under previous item. 
g)
Environmental Maintenance concerns

The Clerk reported that the Environmental Maintenance Grant scheme has been opened up again.  Clerk to apply. 



h)
Potholes, fly tipping reports etc

The Clerk reported that pothole repairs are now being done entirely in house at a cost of c£60 each rather than £230 via Kier.

i)
Village Hall
It was reported that a new Committee is now in place. New seating has been purchased. Various grants are being applied for.  The Committee wants to make the space more usable and is considering using the car park for extra space.  Ideally it would like a safe pathway to the horsewash so that could be used as additional parking. Permission for such a scheme would be required from the landowner.  







j) 
Street lights – covered
k)
P3 Group update







It was noted that the current co-ordinator is standing down this year. 





8
Community car park – to discuss: 

a)
Car charging points & lighting – to raise any concerns
The Clerk confirmed that the latest bill for December was £144.85 after discounts. Revenue from the charging points was £285.54 from November to the end of December.  


b)
Height restricting barrier – to consider installing 
Following a discussion at the last meeting a quote has been requested but has not as yet been received. 
Action: To obtain prices for a barrier and undertake a risk assessment for the requirement for a gate.
Clerk to ask insurers to ask if they cover risk of traveller occupation.  


c)
Grounds maintenance

Cllr Moulson queried whether maintenance of the Jubilee bed is currently covered in the grounds maintenance contract.   She asked if the the car park beds could be included in the schedule and the In Bloom group take over the Jubilee bed instead.  

Action: Cllr Eardley to speak to the contractor.  
Cllr Moulson reminded the Council that some mulch is needed to top the beds. Watering the beds over the summer was challenging due to new plants and hot weather.   



9
Playground  
a)
To enable Councillors to discuss the annual inspection report and any findings
A replacement cradle seat need replacing in due course.  
b)
Playground Steering Group – update
Quotes have come through for replacement equipment. The Group has put together a plan of action for fundraising. 
A budget allocation from the Parish Council was discussed. It would be possible to allocate the remaining c£9.5k Neighbourhood Fund money to the project and the monies due from the VAT reclaim which should be in the region of £11k.  Councillors discussed the purchase of both playground equipment and some adult gym equipment to make the area more inclusive.  The Clerk informed Members that a Fields In Trust membership (annual cost of £65) would qualify the Council for discounts from some equipment suppliers of up to 10%.  Cllr Mason reported that so far £500 has been fundraised.  The Clerk provided examples of recent quotes for equipment sourced by other local Parish Councils to give an idea of what could be purchased for a specific budget.  Cllr Cole proposed that the Parish Council takes out Fields in Trust membership, seconded by Cllr Eardley, all agreed. Resolved. 
c)
Fencing
Cllrs Eardley and Sadler will meet with the Recreation Field Committee to discuss car parking and fencing requirements. 

10
Planning (Town and Country Planning Act 1990. Sched 1, para 8. Under this Local Government Act, the Parish Council is consulted by Shropshire Council for its view on new planning applications. NB: Shropshire Council is the determining planning authority)
a)
Applications: 
22/05466/LBC  (validated: 20/12/2022)
Address:  Betton Old Hall, Betton, Market Drayton, Shropshire, TF9 4AE
Proposal:  Removal of boiler and flue from study and installation of external boiler affecting a Grade II Listed Building
View online at:  http://pa.shropshire.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=RMEYPVTD0BN00
No comments

22/04896/FUL  (validated: 03/11/2022)
Address:  1 Bearstone View, Norton In Hales, Market Drayton, Shropshire, TF9 4FE
Proposal:  Erection of 1No dwelling and detached double garage with gym
View online at:  http://pa.shropshire.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=RKFBG8TDK0B00
Determined prior to meeting

b)
Decisions 
22/04896/FUL  (validated: 03/11/2022)
Address:  1 Bearstone View, Norton In Hales, Market Drayton, Shropshire, TF9 4FE
Proposal:  Erection of one dwelling and detached double garage with gym
Decision:  Grant Permission
11
Correspondence 

a)
SALC information bulletins and legal topic notes; Training programme; Legal topic notes; HGL meeting; NALC national salary scales/pay awards; SALC AGM 11/11/22
b)
To acknowledge any other correspondence received/raise any matters of interest/concern
Nothing raised.

12
Housekeeping 

a)
Bradlingstone Magazine entry – to enable Councillors to discuss entry submissions
It was decided that the entry would include update on the precept requirement, playground equip update, defibrillators
b) 
Meeting dates for 2023 – 11/1; 8/3; 10/5; 12/7; 13/9; 8/11

c)
Review of policies and protocols: Communications policy/Complaints procedure/Business Continuity Plan; Email acceptable use policy;
To take forward to March’s meeting
d)
Welcome/meet your Councillors event – to discuss/agree 
Councillors discussed expanding this event to meeting the village. Venues, advertising and other details were discussed. Action: To take forward to March for decision. 

13
Finance

a)
Balances for information (Cash book, receipts & payment summary & bank reconciliation
Cllr Sadler proposed signing the reconciliation as accurate, seconded by Cllr Edwards, all agreed. Resolved.
b)
To approve payments inc those received post agenda
Councillors noted all invoices/payments proposed for approval. Cllr Mason proposed approving the payments, seconded by Cllr Mason, all agreed. Resolved. 
c)
Defibrillator request
Cllr Sadler proposed purchasing a defibrillator for Betton dependent on permission for installation, seconded by Cllr Cole, all agreed.  
An invoice has been received for the replacement defibrillator cabinet for the unit at the Hinds Head. This is a Parish Council asset and will be included in the asset register. It is covered under the Parish Council insurance policy. 

d)
Grounds maintenance tenders – to consider and accept 
Cllr Eardley declared an possible interest in the grounds maintenance contract discussion and as such would not participate in the discussion. 
The quotes obtained were considered. Cllr Moulson proposed accepting quote from current contractor, seconded by Cllr Cole, all agreed. Resolved. 

Cllr Eardley to liaise with the contractor regarding the car park maintenance. 
e)
NALC Salary Scale Review – to consider and accept new rates and approve adjustment payment
Cllr Moulson proposed accepting the new scale rate to be backdated (as per NALC’s recommendation) to April, seconded by Cllr Mason, all agreed.
e)
Budget – to approve
The Councillors considered the proposed budget taking into the account the possible receipt of an Environmental Maintenance Grant and a VAT reclaim.  
It was noted that Shropshire Council will be raising Council Tax by 4.9%.  Operational costs for 2023-24 are likely to be in the region of c£25k – likely to take forward healthy balance due to the receipt of a CiL Local Grant in respect of car park costs in prior year.
f)
To determine and approve 2023-24 Precept request

The Councillors discussed the budget and operational spend costs.  Councillors discussed adding £1000 to precept over the level giving a 0% increase which would give £2.87 increase ie a percentage increase of 3.25%, equating to a precept request of £24,934. Motion proposed by Cllr Eardley, seconded by Cllr Mason, all agreed. Resolved. 

g)
Confirmation of insurance claim payment advice confirmed – The Clerk confirmed notification of the monies being paid by the insurers. 
	Date of invoice
	Recipient
	Purpose
	Amount
	Chq No
	Power of Expenditure

	05/10/22
	HMRC 
	PAYE December 
	£93.20
	1770
	LGA 1972 s112

	05/12/22
	Employee
	Salary 
	£373.02
	SO
	LGA 1972 s112

	05/11/22
	HMRC 
	PAYE January 
	£93.20
	1771
	LGA 1972 s112

	05/01/23
	Employee
	Salary 
	£373.02
	SO
	LGA 1972 s112

	18/01/223
	Jubilee Hall
	Room hire
	£17.00
	1772
	LGA 1972 s111

	03/01/23
	Eon
	Street light column repair
	£694.16
	1773
	Parish Councils Act 1957 s3; Highways Act 1980 s301

	04/01/23
	B Walton
	Bus shelter cleaning
	£40.00
	1774
	Litter Act 1983 ss5-6

	11/10/21
	Plusnet
	Broadband
	£27.60
	DD
	LGA 1972 s111

	11/11/21
	Plusnet
	Broadband
	£26.84
	DD
	LGA 1972 s111

	11/12/21
	Plusnet
	Broadband
	£26.84
	DD
	LGA 1972 s111

	11/01/21
	Plusnet
	Broadband
	£26.84
	DD
	LGA 1972 s111

	02/12/22
	British Gas
	Energy supply – car park lighting & chargers
	£81.95
	DD
	Parish Councils Act 1957 s3; Highways Act 1980 s301

	
	SLCC
	Clerk’s membership
	£59.20
	1775
	LGA 1972 s111

	01/01/23
	ICO
	GDPR fee
	£35.00
	DD
	LGA 1972 s111

	17/01/23
	MedUK
	Replacement defib cabinet


	£540.00
	1776
	PHA 1936 s234

	18/01/23
	Jubilee Hall
	Grant – Christmas celebrations
	£100
	1777
	LGA 1972 s137

	18/01/23
	Employee
	Salary adj
	£347.60
	1778
	LGA 1972 s112

	18/01/23
	HMRC
	Feb PAYE
	 £160.20
	1779
	LGA 1972 s111

	18/01/23
	Fields in Trust
	Membership
	£65.00
	1780
	LGA 1972 s111


12
Agenda items for the March (8th) Meeting

Coronation funding request 
Policies for review/adoption. 

No members of the public were remaining. 

13
Exclusion of press and public: That in accordance with s1(2) Public Bodies (Admission of Meetings) Act 1960, members of the public and press be excluded from the remainder of the meeting on the grounds that the following items to be considered involves the likely disclosure of sensitive/confidential information

a)
To enable Councillors to raise any concerns/receive any updates in relation to Planning Enforcement matters previously raised were discussed. .
There being no further business for discussion, the Chairman thanked everyone for attending and declare the Meeting closed at 22:03pm.
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