
    NORTON IN HALES PARISH COUNCIL
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Chairman:
Cllr P Eardley

Cllrs:

Cllr M Edwards, Cllr I Sadler, Cllr P Tresadern; Cllr J Nixon;



Cllr S Moulson
Unitary Cllr:
R Aldcroft

Clerk:

Mrs M Joyce

Minutes of the Ordinary Parish Council Meeting held on 14th January 2020 at the Jubilee Hall,
Norton in Hales

1/20
Chairman’s Welcome/Announcements & Public Session

Cllr Eardley welcomed everyone to the January Meeting of the Parish Council, wishing everyone a Happy New Year.  Six members of the public attended the Meeting.  The Chairman opened the Meeting at 7:31pm.  
A resident raised the sign at the Bellaport end of Beswick Lane has been damaged and it has disappeared.  He queried whether the road bridge going to Market Drayton is due to be repaired soon.  The signage indicates the bridge will be re-opened in February.  The bridge is the responsibility of the Canal and River Trust.  It was suggested that the driver responsible for the damage was uninsured.  Concerns were raised over the impact on the alternative route.  Cllr Eardley suggested the Parish Council could request traffic control to re-open it if only for one way traffic. 
The previous request for additional playing field land was raised. Cllr Eardley confirmed that this has not been progressed as yet.  Cllr Eardley recommended approaching the Playing Fields Association as the land identified adjoins their land.  Cllr Eardley to take this matter forward.  
The P3 Group’s representative requested financial support for the production of leaflets.  The Group works in line with Shropshire Council. The printing costs will be £90.  The leaflets have proved very popular locally.  The path between Main Road and the Silver estate (Cllr Eardley declared an interest in this item) has been opened up with the mesh gates having been opened up. However, there are many trip hazards along the route – manhole cover loose etc.  He suggested it should be closed until it is finished to a proper standard. The path is intended to be tarmacked. It was opened due to the site starting to be occupied. The builders will be approached to clear the route and make it safe although the path won’t be resurfaced until the building works have been finished.  An update was given on the progress of the development.  
A resident requested if the signs through the village could be washed down when the better weather arrives.  He asked if the Parish Council would undertake this work.  He mentioned that the bottom half of Moss Lane has been very deep in mud since the Autumn.  The hedge has been cut back but the ditch/stream still requires attention.  The Clerk confirmed that she has put Shropshire Council in touch with the landowner to ask if he would de-sludge the stream.
A resident asked if the Parish Council would support a request for funding to repair the carillon for the Church clock.  Further to discussions with SALC (NALC Legal Topic Note issued on providing financial assistance to Churches).  
A resident raised the flooding which happened in the Autumn and the immediate short term mitigation measures which were suggested.  He asked for an update.  The Chairman responded that Shropshire Council is fully aware of the problems in Norton.  The drains were jetted yesterday.  Grid opposite the Church on Napley Road floods every time it rains and the adjacent grid’s cover lifts. Drain at 51 Main Road and opposite on Chapel Lane and further down towards Forge Lane were jetted. Shropshire Council intended to clean out Chapel Lane as far as the new houses and Main Road to Hinds Head.  Need to get remainder jetted.  The Chairman and the Clerk have both approached AR Richards and await a quote for ad hoc jetting services of local grids.  The Parish Council would need to find additional monies to fund these matters.  The Clerk confirmed that Shropshire Council’s budget now only has c34% remaining for all costs after adult social care and child care have been allocated, consequently the Highways budget has been slashed and much of the maintenance which was done traditionally is no longer being done. The Chairman has received a quote for a flood barrier which would replace the need for bales. He confirmed that there is no update on the car park but if the entrance can be lowered then this may solve many of the problems.

2/20
Present, Apologies  and/or Absent 

Cllr N Groom sent apologies which were duly accepted by the Council. 

3/20
Declaration of Disclosable Pecuniary Interests and/or requests for dispensations
Cllr Eardley previously declared interest in an item discussed in the public session.

4/20
Co-option of Councillor
To be deferred until March. The applicant was unable to attend. 
5/20
Approval of the Minutes of the Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on 12th November 2019.
Councillors confirmed that they had received and read the Minutes. They were proposed as a true and accurate record of the Meeting by Cllr J Nixon, seconded by Cllr P Tresadern: all agreed.The Chairman duly signed the Minutes.   Resolved.

6/20
Action taken and matters arising from the Minutes (which are not otherwise included on the agenda)
The landowner has confirmed that the footpath behind the Mynd has to be of ‘countryside’ state. Councillors discussed if it could be resurfaced at the Parish Council’s costs if finances permitted.

a) Reports from: 

i)
Unitary Councillor 
Cllr Aldcroft confirmed he had written to Highways regarding the flooding issues in Oakley Lane. He read the response. A new drain across the field was suggested as the best remedial solution.  Costs were suggested at £7600 + VAT. The road has been pumped out by Shropshire Council at a cost of £500 and it has been done 11 times so far.    Highways asked if the Parish Council would be covering the costs or if Shropshire Council is expected to foot the bill.  Cllr Aldcroft will respond that Shropshire Council is expected to pay. 
Nothing to report from Shropshire Council.  Another senior management move at Highways – Steve Brown has moved to another role.  Andy Morton now has responsibility for parish projects including HS2 at Woore.  Maintenance programmes on the A roads are behind and some repairs are below standard and are having to be done again.  Councillors discussed Kier’s performance to date.  Shropshire Council is currently £14m over budget.

ii)
Councillors /Clerk
No meetings attended over Christmas.  

7/20
Three Parishes Neighbourhood Plan - To receive the Minutes of the last meeting and to discuss/approve any matters arising (next meeting 13/01/20 at Norton In Hales Jubilee Hall)
Meeting held last night in Norton. ‘Big questionnaire’ has now been completed.  Now getting ready for the publication and distribution around Easter.  Need to publicise including an event at the Hall.  Each parish is looking to contribute a prize draw  of £100 for each village to inspire residents to return the questionnaires. 1 to be sent per household with a facility to order more if required. Cllr Eardley thanked those involved for pulling this questionnaire together.  Cllr Tresadern proposed giving the prize fund, seconded by Cllr Moulson, all agreed.  

8/20
Ward Matters (to include matters relating to Highways, street lighting, maintenance, repairs, etc)  - to enable Councillors to report local matters requiring attention
a)
Betton 

The bridge closure is causing issues.  The bridge is apparently listed.  Councillors queried if there is a weight restriction limit on it.  It is the responsibility of the Canal and River Trust. 
The Ridgwardine Lane was reported as being in a terrible state.  Potholes, verges, disintegration of the edges of the road surface.  
Cllr Edwards asked if Betton Wood Lane could be included in the jetting programme. 
Roadside ditches falls with the agricultural landowner.  The grid on the corner of the Ridgwardine Road.  
Clerk to request that Shropshire Council to contact landowners along the Betton route to the canal to get the ditches dug out and cleared.



b)
Norton in Hales

Dog fouling was raised as a major issue.  People are not clearing up after their dogs.  Extra bins suggested for top of Forge Lane and an other location. Clerk to ask Highways if the bins can be provided and 
collected. Parish Councils can issue fixed penalty notices for dog fouling.  Cllr Eardley proposed budget of £150 for Clerk to order signage for anti fouling. To remind residents in the Magazine. Residents also to be reminded to be careful when out running to wear hi viz/lights/fluorescent clothing etc and to run facing the oncoming traffic not in the same direction.  
c)
General issues 
None
d)
Road Closures (pls see website for information)
None


e)
Flooding issues

Covered previously.

9/20
Planning

a)
Applications: 
19/05085/TCA  (validated: 19/11/2019)
Address:  51 Main Road, Norton In Hales, Market Drayton, Shropshire, TF9 4AT
Proposal:  To Fell 1no Sweet Chestnut tree within Norton In Hales Conservation Area.
Dealt with.
19/05073/FUL  (validated: 19/11/2019)
Address:  Former Plot 12 The Mynd, Norton In Hales, Shropshire, TF9 4FF
Proposal:  Erection of three detached dwellings; formation of vehicular access and on-site road

Dealt with. 
b)
Decisions: 
19/04362/DSW106  (validated: 04/10/2019)
Address:  Land Off Chapel Lane, Norton In Hales, Market Drayton, Shropshire, TF9 4FG
Proposal:  Discharge of Section 106 agreement attached to planning permission 14/01426/OUT in order to remove 

requirement for affordable housing units
Decision:  Refuse
e)
Proposed community car park – update/matters arising
No update provided.  Councillors are mindful that the Neighbourhood Fund money has a 5 year spending limit.  Chairman to chase.  

10/20
Correspondence 
· SALC information bulletins and legal topic notes 

Any other correspondence received to include: Buckingham Palace Garden Party nominations; Election results; S137 Expenditure limits; NSAC Minutes; 
LGA 1972 s137 spend limit set for next financial year at £8.32 per head of the electorate.

11/20
Housekeeping 
i) Reports from PC representatives on external bodies or meeting/course attendance as appropriate
Cllr Moulson to be the In Bloom representative. She enquired about the possibility of obtaining an interpretation board for the village. The Clerk had obtained some quotes for 4 different types as this was an item on the Place Plan. More quotes can be obtained. Quotes given to Cllr Mouslon to consider.  3 green bins required for behind the bus shelter for the In Bloom Group. Clerk to enquire. Group to put them out for collection. 
Cllr Tresadern reported that the Boxing Day walk was well attended, 204 participated. 
NSAC meeting not attended.
ii)  
Neighbourhood Watch  
Updates circulated regularly.  Burglary in village over Christmas.  
iii) 
Village Hall 

Nothing to report from the Village Hall.
iv)
No communication with the School now. The Chairman recommended forging links.  Clerk to contact to suggest.  
Working party needed to tidy up the playground when the weather improves. The Chairman suggested provision in the budget for eventual replacement. Cllr Tresadern suggested equipment for older children.  NF money can be used to provide more equipment.  



12/20
Finance

· Invoices & Payments: to include invoices received after agenda publication 
Cllr Moulson reported that the In Bloom group is extremely grateful for financial support given each year. 
Cllr Moulson and Cllr Edwards proposed and seconded all payments for approval. All agreed. Cheques duly signed.
· Balances for information (Cash book, receipts & payment summary & bank reconciliation) 
The Clerk circulated up to date spreadsheets which were checked against bank statements for accuracy and duly signed off.  The Clerk requested that an order be placed for more printer ink. The request was approved. To arrange delivery in time for payment at the next meeting. 
· To agree the Budget and Precept requirement for 2020-21 – Councillors agreed the need to cater for replacement equipment for the playground.  C £2000 into the budget for playground contingency costs. Councillors discussed covering costs for the additional items the Parish Council wishes to do.  Councillors discussed adding £1500 to the precept ie 10% to the precept. Cllr Nixon proposed a 10% increase adding £1500 to the precept, seconded by Cllr Eardley, all agreed.  £17414 to be applied for. 

Councillors discussed and agreed that a 3 year budget should be formulated to factor in aspirations such as street lighting upgrades to LED, playground projects etc 
· Environmental maintenance grant application – update waiting for AR Richards quote – the Clerk confirmed that the Parish Council can apply for 1500 if Shropshire Council will permit ad hoc jetting of grids and for sign cleaning also.  Grass mowing, hedge cutting and verge cutting. Clerk to apply once quote for grid cleaning received.  
· PCC Safer Roads Scheme application – update
VAS  - request for Betton was dismissed by Highways due to lack of speed limit. Cllr Eardley to meet Highways engineer to discuss location for Norton. Perhaps have one in central location which can be swivelled.  
· Grant for the Bradlingstone Magazine – Cllr Sadler and Cllr Moulson proposed and seconded the grant. All agreed to support for another year.  
· Tender for the 2019-20 Internal Audit for consideration
Tender received from SDH Accounting which was proposed for acceptance by Cllr Eardley, seconded by Cllr Edwards, all agreed. 
· Grounds maintenance contract – quote for renewal – The Contractor submitted a quote for an increase of 3% on last year’s costs. Councillors discussed the contract.  Councillors discussed putting out for tender for alternative quotes next year or for this financial year.  Councillors agreed that the current level of service has been very good. Cllr Eardley proposed, seconded by Cllr Nixon re-appointing the contractor for another year at 3% increase. To go out for tenders next year.  
· P3 walking leaflets funding request - £90 request for assistance to reprint the leaflets Cllr Edwards proposed supporting the request, seconded by  Cllr Sadler, all agreed. 
Bradlingstone Magazine - £500 brought forward from November’s meeting: Councillors agreed that the magazine has been a great success and agreed to support it with a grant for another year. Proposed by Cllr Edwards, seconded by Cllr Sadler.  All agreed. 
	Date of invoice
	Recipient
	Purpose
	Amount
	Chq No
	Power of Expenditure

	05/01/20
	Employee
	Salary
	£300.66
	SO
	LGA 1972 s112

	05/01/20
	HMRC
	PAYE
	£75.17
	1568
	LGA 1972 s112

	05/02/20
	Employee
	Salary
	£300.66
	SO
	LGA 1972 s112

	05/02/20
	HMRC
	PAYE
	£75.17
	1569
	LGA 1972 s112

	08/01/20
	B Walton
	Bus shelter cleaning
	£40.00
	1570
	Litter Act 1983 ss5-6

	13/12/19
	S Hackney
	Re-imbursement for fridge for Hall 
	£139.99
	1571
	LGA 1976 Misc Prov Act s19

	08/01/20
	WRPC
	1/6 share of Clerk’s slcc membership
	£37.83
	1572
	LGA 1972 s111

	10/01/20
	NPower
	Supply
	£238.55
	1573
	PCA 1957 s3; HA 1980 s301

	14/01/20
	Employee
	Expenses
	£107.14
	1574
	LGA 1972 s111/112


13/20
 Parish matters/ Items for inclusion in the next Agenda – to enable Councillors to propose items for discussion at the March Meeting: Community car park.
 Parish matters/ Items for inclusion in the next Agenda – to enable Councillors to propose items for discussion at the March Meeting - There being no further business the meeting was declared closed at 9:34pm. 

