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Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 13th March 2018


                                     NORTON IN HALES PARISH COUNCIL



Chair

Cllr P Eardley
Councillors
Cllr M Edwards; Cllr J Tavernor; Cllr G Pennie; Cllr P Tresadern; Cllr N Groom
Clerk

Mrs M Joyce



1. Chair’s Welcome and Announcements 
Cllr Eardley welcomed everyone to the March Meeting of Norton in Hales Parish Council, opened proceedings at 7:30pm.

2.  Public Session

David Rigby queried whether the Parish Council has any Armistice Day commemorations planned.  Locally people are knitting poppies.  Cllr Eardley commented that the PC haven’t disused the matter as yet.  The Royal British Legion have a Silent Soldier Campaign.  He suggested that the various village groups should join together.  The Friends are due to meet in early April.  Cllr Eardley asked that they keep the Parish Council informed.  
A resident of Oakley Lane reported that the lane through Betton has increasingly fast traffic travelling along it.  Mr Lucas reported that the mirror at the end of Moss Lane has been fixed.  Some caution signs have also been promised by Highways, although they are still waiting for these.  Vehicles trying to enter the Betton road from side roads are experiencing difficulties joining the road.. Road painted signs are wearing out. Clerk to contact highways (D Gradwell) for a site visit.    Concerns were raised over a rumoured planning application. Cllr Eardley responded that until hard facts are presented little can be done.  Cllr Eardley suggested that increased numbers of children at the school (approximately an extra 20) from the Market Drayton area has increased the traffic.  Not enough of the new dwellings are occupied to be responsible for the increase.  Mr Lucas reported the community website has now been revamped.  It is hoped that the Parish Council will continue to support the community site financially.   Fly tipping on the Tunstall Road (tyres) and litter along past the fishing pools is a continuing issue.  The Clerk was asked to request a litter pick from Byeways through to Victoria Wharf.  Cllr Eardley to request via probation office if the community pay back team can come out and assist.  

3. Present, Apologies  and/or Absent 

All members present. Cllr Eardley thanked Cllr Groom for Chairing the Meeting in January.  

4. Declaration of Disclosable Pecuniary Interests - None received.  
5 Requests for Dispensations of DPIs  - No requests made. 
6 Approval of the Minutes of the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 9th January 2018. Cllr Tavernor proposed the Minutes to be a true and accurate record, seconded by Cllr Edwards, all agreed. The Chair duly signed the Minutes. 

7 Action taken and matters arising from the Minutes 
Cllr Eardley had checked the remote chapel gates. Two top hinges have broken off the posts since last repair.  The Clerk was asked to ask Mr Gresty to attend to.  Light outside Brook Farm needs repair.  Clerk to report. 
Memorial bench proposed for Mick Brassington: Cllr Eardley has spoken to Mrs Brassington – have established that a bed will be planted in memory with a  plaque instead of a bench.  Councillors all gave support to the project.  

8 Reports from: 
a) Unitary Councillor
The Neighbourhood Plan is moving along in Woore.  In Market Drayton there is a need to meet with the 3 parishes of Moreton Say, Norton in Hales and Adderley to have a run through what the Town Council has done so far.  The MD development plan will encompass areas of each of those parishes.  Cllr Eardley stated that various issues are still outstanding.  New team involved in the MD NP and want now to move it along.  A meeting date will be set and all three parishes will be invited to attend.  
CiL Local likely to be going into a general infrastructure pot for items such as new classrooms in local towns, upgrading drainage etc.  Cllr Eardley queried if this money will be used for highways repairs.  A & B roads are taking priority.  Contractors change on 1st April.  CiL Local should be used for capital projects.  Steve Brown, Highways, confirmed at a recent Town and Parish Council Meeting that none of the highways maintenance project will be touched by the cuts – this will come off civil engineering works, contracts for bollards, illuminated lighting etc.  Darwin Centre, Pride Hill and Riverside  shopping centres have been bought by Shropshire Council (c£53m) to be developed.  This should give an annual return of c £2m per annum.  Adult social care costs are expected to rise going forward.   The new parking charge changes are coming into force.  New machines being installed.  
Potholes across the county are being programmed for repair. Cllr Edwards queried what stage is the Market Drayton Neighbourhood Plan is at.  Cllr Aldcroft reported that the plan is now quite advanced – has already been through one stage.  Adjustments going to be made in next 8 months.  

b) Councillors 
No meetings attended.  
Cllr Tresadern raised concerns over progress on new developments.  Are affordable houses going to be built on site.  Query with the planning department whether conditions/reserved matters have been met to permit occupancy on the development – what has been signed off.  Can pay to have the affordable homes built elsewhere rather than on the development if difficulties are experienced  finding developers.  

9
Three Parishes Neighbourhood Plan -  to enable Councillors to consider the suggestion that Adderley PC are the Lead Parish in the Complex Plan: Cllr Edwards, seconded by Cllr Tavernor proposed that Adderley are the Lead Parish,  all agreed.  All content with the terms of reference document which has been produced. Draft leaflet – all approved draft leaflet in principle.  Cllr Pennie queried whether land can appear in more than one plan – If the MD NP plan fails the parishes can reclaim their areas.  
Cllr Edwards attended the recent 3 Parish NP meeting.  Cllr Eardley confirmed this joint complex plan has been discussed at every Parish Council meeting since last summer.  It is in an embryonic stage and volunteers are needed to assist with this.  
Date of next Meeting; 26th March  2018 To review the terms of reference document 
(for information about the 3 parishes plan please see: https://threeparishplan.org/)


10
Ward Matters (to include matters relating to Highways, street lighting, maintenance, repairs, etc)  - to enable Councillors to report local matters requiring attention
a)
Betton – Matters to report to include flooding 
Flooding issues now critical – Cllr Edwards reported it yesterday to Highways Re: 1659931.  No site visit has been arranged despite request.  Water pours off from Brownhills Farm down to triangle.  Ditch next to the hedge appears to be blocked also by the culvert possibly by drain in middle in triangle.  Clerk to request again.
Cllr Pennie reported lorry issue at triangle yesterday.  Lorry drove across the triangle causing damage. Edwards transport have confirmed that they will make good the ground.  Cllr Eardley reported that one of the Directors has contacted the Clerk and confirmed that the works will be done.  The grid by the top by the Church is still blocked.  Clerk to request the jetter to visit.  
c) Norton in Hales
Councillors reported that the fir trees in the churchyard by the compost heap may require attention.  PCC responsibility.  Clerk to write to alert the PCC of the issue.
d) General issues: Potholes : to include Brand Hall & flooding issues: covered 
c)
Road Closures: To receive notifications: Beswicks Lane currently closed.  (Cllr Aldcroft left the meeting.)

11
Planning

a)
Applications: 
 18/00584/LBC  (validated: 05/02/2018)

Address:  Ridgwardine Manor, Ridgwardine, Market Drayton, Shropshire, TF9 3TR

Proposal:  Replacement of windows on south (front)  elevation affecting a Grade II Listed Building

Applicant: Mrs Charlotte Johanson
No concerns raised.

18/00603/V106W  (validated: 05/02/2018)

Address:  Land Off Bearstone Road, Norton In Hales, Shropshire

Proposal:  Variation of Section 106 for planning application number 14/00790/OUT to vary the private landlord provisions in relation to Plot 5 of the development

Applicant: T. W. Dixon
Unable to comment on lack of available information to comment upon – no information provided therefore cannot comment.

 18/00411/CPL  (validated: 06/02/2018)

Address:  Plots 7 And 8 Bearstone View, Norton In Hales, Market Drayton, Shropshire, TF9 4FE

Proposal:  Application for a Lawful Development Certificate for confirmation that all reserved matters pertaining to 16/05879/REM have been completed and that residential development is lawful (plots 7 & 8) Applicant: JRT Developments Ltd
Query whether the full reserved matters have been complied with.  Queried finish for drainage pond.  Management company will be in charge of this eventually.  Presenting potential safety hazard.  Councillors to check details on line and report any concerns to clerk. 

18/00847/FUL  (validated: 20/02/2018)

Address:  Norton Wood Farm , Bellaport Road, Norton In Hales, TF9 4BA

Proposal:  Formation of a manege, 1.2m high boundary fence and 2No gates including change of use of land

Applicant: Mrs E Parton
No concerns raised.

b)
Decisions: None received

12
Correspondence 

· SALC information bulletins & legal topic notes

· Any other correspondence received: Updated SALC training programme; NHS updates; Silent Soldier campaign RBL; NALCs GDPR Toolkit; Three Parishes Neighbourhood Plan next meeting date (26th March 18); Self build newsletter; 

Email received from resident expressing interest in joining the Parish Council.  To take foward for inclusion on the May agenda.

13 Housekeeping 
i) Policies – to enable Councillors to confirm review of new policies and agree adoption: Data protection; Health and Safety; Email Acceptable Use; Business Resilience Scheme; Risk Assessment Scheme: The Clerk presented new policies for adoption.  Councillors confirmed that they had received and read these.  Cllr Tresadern proposed accepting the new policies, seconded by Cllr Edwards, all agreed. All agreed.  It was noted that there is currently no general reserves policy in place, although provision is made in the Risk Assessment Policy. Clerk to source suitable policy for consideration.  

ii) Reports from PC representatives on external bodies or meeting/course attendance as appropriate:

a)
LJC : no meeting
b) 
NSAC – next meeting date scheduled for 9th March 2018 - postponed

ii)  
Neighbourhood Watch – Cllr Pennie reported that the police are concerned that people are not locking up expensive equipment sufficiently. NW recommend using alarmed padlocks – need to do more to protect assets.  Have 70/75 members – need to contact all members to provide membership numbers for their insurance purposes. 
iii) 
Playing Fields/Playground
Clerk queried whether regular playground inspections are still being carried out.  There has not been a recent meeting of the recreation association.
iv) 
Village Hall 
Following a recent electrical inspection asbestos has been found in the fuse box  - The Hall Committee has been informed that they need to replace 3 phase fuse box and conductor - £625 + VAT.  Only quote obtained is from the same contractor who carried out the inspection.  Cllr Eardley proposed supporting the hall up to value of £600 + vat all agreed – The Clerk recommended two more quotes should be obtained in the interests of best practice and for comparison. 
v)
Website update 
Community website update covered in the public session.  Cllr Eardley proposed that the PC should continue to support the community site financially, seconded by Cllr Tavernor – all agreed.  
vi)
Magazines and leaflets – i) to distribute as appropriate – Clerk to give to Cllr Edwards
vii) 
Submissions as appropriate (inc Monthly Messenger) – Clerk to provide
14 Finance

· Invoices & Payments: to include invoices received after agenda publication 
The In Bloom have decided to enter Heart of Britain competition this year.  £875 has been requested from the Parish Council.  Area to be mown – Clerk has requested the grounds maintenance contractor mows – didn’t maintain the bed. Strimming around the signs has also been requested. Cllr Eardley proposed supporting – Cllr Groom, all agreed.  Front garden event – need to find judge – will also do celebration evening again.  Cllr Eardley, seconded by Cllr Tresdern, all agreed. In Bloom Group to be asked to source a judge.  
Cllr Eardley proposed all payments inc Clerk’s salary – seconded by Cllr Pennie, all agreed.
· Balances for information (Cash book & reconciliation) and budget for 2018-19 for consideration

· Pre Internal Audit questionnaire – covered 
· GDPR – to enable Councillors to discuss regulation changes and compliance; to receive quotation for outsourcing of services including payroll- The Clerk confirmed that she has an appointment with a company on 28th March with a view to discussing outsourcing.  
Cllr Eardley attending SALC briefing on 25th May – In light of the lack of definitive information currently being available as to who can perform the DPO function for the PC, although early indications suggest it cannot be the Clerk or a Councillor, Cllr Eardley proposed for at least first year to outsource the function, Cllr Tavernor seconded this proposal at an annual fee of c£290, all agreed.
· Re-issue of cheque to P3 Group – the Clerk informed members that due to an issue with the name of the account, Mr Rigby had requested the cheque be re-issued. 
· Request from Shropshire Playing Fields Association for funding £30-50 – Councillors considered request £30 all agreed proposed Cllr Eardley, sec Cllr Tavernor all agreed.
· Transparency code funding application  - to enable Councillors to agree and note new amount being applied for: The Clerk applied for monies from the Transparency Code Fund via NALC between meetings.  Cllr Tavernor proposed the motion, seconded by Cllr Groom, all agreed.  Confirmation has been received of an award being agreed of £597.06.  
· Provision of bench in memoriam – To enable Councillors to discuss/agree – have agreed to donate £150 to In Bloom Group for a memorial bed/plaque.
-
Expression of interest in applying for monies from the CiL Local Fund – To enable Councillors to discuss applying for funding to assist with creation of village car park to support/ameliorate parking requirements from additional development.
 Cllr Eardley confirmed that he has not had a recent conversation with the pub about funding for the car park.  He suggested that the Parish Council could submit a request.  The Clerk reported that the CiL Local application process and allocation of funds is currently under review at Shropshire Council.  The review has been ongoing since last July.  Neighbourhood Fund money will be due with the precept.  Councillors discussed how much they might expect.  Cllr Eardley proposed submitting an EOI form for CiL Local Funding for car park.  Seconded by Cllr Tresadern, all agreed.
· Request for funding for maintenance of Church clock £550 for 2018/19 financial year – Cllr Eardley proposed awarding a grant for the upkeep of the clock, seconded by Cllr Edwards, all agreed
· Request for funding for the In Bloom Group – A request for £875 has been received towards this year’s competition entry.  Cllr Eardley proposed supporting the Group’s endeavours, seconded by Cllr Tavernor, all agreed.


14 Finance cont
	Date of invoice
	Recipient
	Purpose
	Amount
	Chq No
	Power of expenditure

	30/1/17
	M Joyce
	Salary
	£262.94
	SO
	LGA 1972 s112

	30/2/17
	M Joyce
	Salary
	£262.94
	SO
	LGA 1972 s112

	26/02/18
	Eon
	Repairs
	£262.44
	1437
	Parish  Councils Act 1957 s3, Highways Act 1980 s301

	26/02/18
	Eon
	Repairs
	£189.84
	1438
	Parish  Councils Act 1957 s3, Highways Act 1980 s301

	05/01/18
	Npower
	Supply
	£221.86
	1439
	Parish  Councils Act 1957 s3, Highways Act 1980 s301

	
	VOID
	
	
	1440
	

	16/19/17
	SALC
	Training
	£65.00
	1441
	LGA 1972 s111

	28/02/18
	M Joyce
	Expenses
	£216.16
	1442
	LGA 1972 s111

	09/01/18
	P3 Group 
	Grant – Re-issue of cheque
	£100.00
	1443
	Highways Act 1980 ss43,50

	07/03/18
	NIH In Bloom
	Grant
	£875.00
	1444
	Highways Act 1980 s96

	22/01/18
	NIH Church
	Church clock maintenance
	£500.00
	1445
	Parish Councils Act 1957 s2

	05/03/18
	SALC
	Affiliation Fees
	£264.56
	1446
	LGA 1972 s143

	13/03/18
	Jubilee Hall
	Room Hire
	£28.00
	1447
	LGA 1972 s111

	13/3/18
	Ben Walton
	Environmental servs
	£45.00
	1448
	LGA Misc Prov Act 1953 s4


The Clerk informed Councillors that she has contacted Zurich Ins Company for an alternative quote for the insurance for 2018-19.  A copy of the asset register has been sent as requested.  To include on the agenda in May. 

Exclusion of press and public: That in accordance with s1(2) Public Bodies (Admission of Meetings) Act 1960, members of the public and press be excluded from the remainder of the meeting on the grounds that the following items to be considered involves the likely disclosure of sensitive/confidential information

- 
Clerk’s annual salary review
Councillors considered recommendations proposed by the Chair following the review process. The recommendations were seconded by Cllr Edwards and agreed. Resolved.
15  Parish matters/ Items for inclusion in the next Agenda – to enable Councillors to propose items for discussion at the next Meeting
Co-option of Councillor
Insurance renewal
WW1 commemoration
There being no further business, Cllr Eardley 9:50 pm closed the meeting.  Cllr Groom sent apologies for the May meeting – He confirmed that he is content to stand again for village hall rep and for the office of Vice Chair.

Exclusion of press and public: That in accordance with s1(2) Public Bodies (Admission of Meetings) Act 1960, members of the public and press be excluded from the remainder of the meeting on the grounds that the following items to be considered involves the likely disclosure of sensitive/confidential information

Clerk’s annual salary review

Cllrs Eardley and Pennie met with the Clerk to carry out the annual salary review.  Cllr Eardley circulated his recommendations for an increase in hours and payment, to move the Clerk to ssp 25, currently £11.660 from 1st April.
Cllr Pennie raised concerns over the Clerk performing the payroll function and suggested payslips should be produced.  The Clerk currently uses the HMRC Basic PAYE package for rti.  Salary confirmation slips are produced.  Specific software can be purchased for £15 pa.  Cllr Pennie stressed the importance of ensuring the Clerk takes regular holidays.  Cllr Pennie recommended precautions are put in place to safeguard against unforeseen eventualities.    Clle Pennie expressed concerns about unforeseen eventualities such as the Clerk being off on long term sickness or jury service.  Cllr Pennie recommended an independent payroll provider.  Councillors considered the matter, reviewed the risk and agreed that there are sufficient internal controls in place to monitor financial matters.  The risk assessment also makes provision for internal controls. The Parish Council has insurance to cover this type of risk. To review again after the internal audit and will consider any recommendations made.  To review insurance cover to check employer/employee cover.  Clerk to purchase payslip software package.  
Cllr Eardley proposed, Cllr Edwards seconded pay rise, all agreed. Cllr Eardley thanked the Clerk for her hard work and dedication. 

Date of next Ordinary Meeting: 9th May 2018
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