
NORTON IN HALES PARISH COUNCIL
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Councillors:	Cllr I Sadler, Cllr B Cole, Cllr S Moulson; Cllr N Groom; 
Cllr D Cliff; Cllr D Fletcher
Clerk:		Mrs M Joyce
Unitary Cllr:	Cllr R Aldcroft


ORDINARY MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL OF NORTON IN HALES HELD ON 13th NOVEMBER 2024 AT THE JUBILEE HALL, NORTON IN HALES


64 	Welcome /Present, Apologies and/or absent & Announcements & public session
The Chairman welcomed everyone present to the Meeting, declaring it open at 7:30pm.  There were no members of the public present.  Cllr Edmonds was absent. 

65	Declaration of Disclosable Pecuniary or any other Interests/ Requests for Dispensations of DPIs (LGA 1972 s94)
No declarations were received. 
 
66	Approval of the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council held on 11th September (Local Government Act 1972, s12 p 41(1) )  
The Councillors confirmed that they had received and read the Minutes of the last Meeting. Cllr Cliff proposed them to be a true and accurate record of the Meeting, seconded by Cllr Moulson, all agreed. Resolved. The Chairman duly signed the Minutes. 


67	Matters arising from and action taken from the minutes (not otherwise on the agenda)
No matters were raised. 

68	Reports 	
i)	Unitary Councillor – The Shropshire Council Unitary Cllr is invited give a report/answer questions
Cllr Aldcroft gave a financial update from Shropshire Council which is making cuts whilst trying to deliver core services.  Adult and child social care costs account for 87% of its annual spend.  The new green waste arrangements have begun which it is hoped will bring in c£1.3m of revenue. The Local Plan failed at the examination stage. Shropshire Council has moved premises to Guildhall.  The Planning Committee is being reduced to one from two for the whole of the county.

ii)	Councillors /Clerk to give feedback from Meetings attended
No external meetings have been attended. 

69	Ward Matters (to include matters relating to Highways, street lighting, maintenance, repairs etc)
a)	Betton 	Ward						
Cllr Moulson reported small potholes which she will report on FixMyStreet.  The road between Betton and Norton has been repaired. The potholes in Oakley Lane have been circled but not repaired.  There have been three accidents on the bend by the Church.  Warning signage is required. 




b)	Norton in Hales	Ward	
The potholes in the village have been marked. The hedge by the social housing needs cutting.  The road by Pear Tree Croft has been subject to some flooding. The soakaway drain may need attention.  Bearstone View is quiet with no new building work

c)	Footpaths 						
Nothing to report. 

d)	Road closures
Nothing to report. 

e)	Street lighting						
The lights all appear to be in good order. 

f)	Highways matters
No other matters were raised. 

g)	Environmental Maintenance concerns			
The drains in the centre of the village have been working well.  No flooding issues.  
Old roadworks signs have been left by the fishing ponds. 

h)	In Bloom Group update
Cllr Moulson reported that she will be standing down as Chairman. The Group has had a very successful year. Cllr Moulson thanked the Council for its continued support. 

i)	School – feedback from Meeting							
Cllr Eardley, Cllr Cliff and the Clerk attended a meeting with the School’s Head and Head of the Governors to discuss parking.  The School has updated its parking policy and will make using the community car park the priority.  The School queried the ownership of a piece of land to the rear of the School.  The Parish Council has looked into it via a Land Registry search and, on the basis of the title plans, does not believe it is owned by the Parish Council.			
70	Correspondence – as received and circulated by email – to enable Councillors to raise any matters for discussion: SALC & NALC bulletins; SaTH updates; HLG newsletter; Project gigabit info; Remote meeting consultation
The Councillors queried the Project Gigabit rollout. Norton in Hales does appear on the maps. Cllr Eardley confirmed that Freedom Fibre has been in the parish.  

71	Playground  & Grounds maintenance
a	To enable Councillors to discuss/agree repairs/maintenance 
The Councillors discussed the findings of the last annual inspection of the playground.  No remedial works are required.  Following a request at the last meeting, the Clerk asked to see the risk assessment undertaken by the Sports Club on the playground however these have yet to be discussed at one of their meetings.  The concrete path to improve access has now been installed. It was reported that concerns had been raised that a tree may have Ash die back disease however this was queried as it manifests in the leaves not in the actual limbs and does not seem to be showing evidence in the leaves. The tree does not fall under the responsibility of the Parish Council but does fall within the Conservation Area and as such Shropshire Council’s Tree Department may need to be consulted.  Councillors agreed that a tree surgeon will need to inspect the tree if Shropshire Council does not. 

b	Playground Steering Group – update/funding updates etc
Cllr Cliff reported that the application for an £80K was rejected. They are now looking for smaller grants.  The Group has asked if the Parish Council might consider a PWLB loan to replace the equipment.  Cllr Cliff to forward the quotes to the Council for consideration.  Action: to take forward for discussion. 

c	Playground inspection policy 
An inspection policy has been circulated via email for consideration. This will be updated, applying any decisions made from this meeting and re-presented for adoption.

d	Inspections – Annual; Visual & operational regular – to consider appointing SC to undertake
The Clerk stressed the importance of carrying out regular checks (visual and operational) to support the annual inspections for insurance purposes.  The Councillors discussed the service offered by Shropshire Council to undertake fortnightly operational inspections. Cllr Sadler proposed that Shropshire Council be used to undertake inspections, seconded by Cllr Eardley, all agreed. Resolved. Cllr Sadler volunteered to undertake ad hoc visual inspections. 

e	Training
The Councillors discussed in house training on RoSPA playground inspection courses however agreed that, in light of the decision to employ Shropshire Council to undertake checks, no training is required at this time.  

f	Risk assessments
Covered.
72	Housekeeping
a)	Bradlingstone magazine – to agree submission (LGA 1972 s.142) 
Cllr Cole to put in the submission. To include details for Shropshire Rural Support. 

b)	Defibrillator – Application for excavation permit; Paediatric pads; 
Cllr Eardley reported that the application is in progress.  Cllr Fletcher reported that 36 people have signed up for training.  It had been noted that the village defibrillator needs separate pads for adults and children.  Cllr Fletcher proposed purchasing paediatric pads, seconded by Cllr Cliff, all agreed. Resolved. Action: Clerk to order. 

c)	Strategic objectives policy
To take forward to the New Year.

d)	Gov.uk– to agree to purchase a Gov.uk domain name & email addresses
Cllr Eardley proposed obtaining a gov.uk domain name and email addresses for Councillors, seconded by Cllr Sadler, all agreed. Resolved. Action: Clerk to arrange. 

e)	Meeting dates for 2025
The Clerk has circulated these to Councillors and has displayed them on the website.  

f)	3 Parish Plan – Decision statement – to note
The Plan has now been formally adopted.  Cllr Sadler was thanked for his involvement. 						
73	Finance
a)  	Invoices/Payments & Receipts
Cllr Cliff proposed all payments be approved, seconded by Cllr Eardley, all agreed. Resolved. 

b) 	Bank reconciliation, cash book and payments and receipts summary
The Clerk will present updated accounts and the reconciliation at January’s meeting. 

c)	Budget 2025-26 – to review and discuss 
The Councillors considered expenditure for 2025-26. The Clerk was asked to provide a draft budget in January with a 5% uplift as proposed by Cllr Eardley, seconded by Cllr Groom.  All agreed. Resolved.  To include costs for the email addresses.  

d)	Grant funding application – NIH Cricket Club (defib)
The Councillors considered the funding request for £830.20. The Clerk was asked to request  that the application be re-submitted with evidence of quotes/costings. 

e)	NIH Playing Fields Assoc – grant funding application for annual maintenance £400
Cllr Cliff proposed payment of the annual grant, seconded by Cllr Sadler, all agreed. Resolved. 

f)	Waste permit for Remote Graveyard – to confirm receipt
The Clerk handed over the waste permit received from Shropshire Council for the collection of green waste from the remote graveyard.  Cllr Moulson to display. 

g)	BT broadband bills - £0 to pay – to note	
Noted. 


	Date
	Recipient
	Reason for Payment
	Amount to Pay
	Chq number
	Power of expenditure

	05/08/24
	Employee
	Salary
	£416.52
	So
	LGA 1972 s112 (1)

	05/09/24
	Employee
	Salary
	£416.52
	So
	LGA 1972 s112 (1)

	05/08/24
	HMRC
	PAYE
	£93.20
	DD
	LGA 1972 s112(1)

	05/09/24
	HMRC
	PAYE
	£93.20
	DD
	LGA 1972 s112(1)

	07/11/24
	B Walton
	Bus shelter cleaning
	£40.00
	1856
	Litter Act 1983, ss.5,6

	27/08/24
	Shropshire Council
	Energy supply
	£262.00
	DD
	PCA 1957 s3; HA 1980 s301

	05/10/24
	Hugo Fox
	Website 
	£23.99
	Dd
	LGA 1972 s142

	05/11/24
	Hugo Fox
	Website 
	£23.99
	Dd
	LGA 1972 s142

	05/11/24
	British Gas
	Energy Supply
	£70.64
	DD
	PCA 1957 s3; HA 1980 s301

	04/11/24
	British Gas
	Energy Supply
	£58.99
	DD
	PCA 1957 s3; HA 1980 s301

	25/10/24
	MedUK
	Defib pads
	£124.80
	1858
	Pha 1936 S234

	17/09/24
	Paddocks Elec
	Charging unit repair
	£416.72
	1860
	LGA 1972 s111

	17/09/24
	Monta
	Car Charging units fee
	£tbc
	DD
	LGA 1972 s112

	31/10/24
	T Seabridge
	Grounds maintenance
	£3090.00
	1857
	OSA 1906 ss9&10;PHA 1875s164

	13/11/24
	Cllr S Moulson
	Celebration Evening expenses
	£199.01


	1859
	LGA 1972 s111

	13/11/24
	Norton In Hales Sports Club
	Annual grant
	£400
	1862
	OSA 1906 ss9&10;PHA 1875s164

	07/11/24
	Cllr R Cole
	Celebration Evening expenses
	£100
	1861
	LGA 1972 s111

	Date
	Payee
	Reason for payment
	Amount
	
	

	31/07/24
	Bank
	Bank Interest
	£99.30
	
	

	17/09/24
	Vendelectric
	Car Charging revenue
	£57.39
	
	



74	Planning (Town and Country Planning Act 1990. Sched 1, para 8) 
i)	Applications: 
24/03675/FUL  (validated: 24/09/2024)
Address:  3 St Chads Way, Norton In Hales, Market Drayton, Shropshire, TF9 4AW
Proposal:  Erection of single storey rear extension
View online at:  http://pa.shropshire.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=SKB8FMTD07U00
Granted. 

ii)	Decisions:  
24/03675/FUL  (validated: 24/09/2024)
Address:  3 St Chads Way, Norton In Hales, Market Drayton, Shropshire, TF9 4AW
Proposal:  Erection of single storey rear extension
Decision:  Grant Permission

75	Items for next Agenda/Parish Matters: 
An opportunity for matters of interest/concern to be brought forward for future discussion
Budget

76	Exclusion of press and public: That in accordance with s1(2) Public Bodies (Admission of Meetings) Act 1960, members of the public and press be excluded from the remainder of the meeting on the grounds that the following items to be considered involves the likely disclosure of sensitive/confidential information
a)	To enable Councillors to raise any concerns/receive any updates in relation to Planning Enforcement matters previously raised.
No matters were raised. 
There being no further business requiring attention, the Chairman thanked everyone for attending and declared the Meeting closed at 9:24pm.  


Date of Next Ordinary Meeting: 15th January 2024
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