NORTON IN HALES PARISH COUNCIL
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Description automatically generated]Chairman:	Cllr P Eardley
Councillors:	Cllr B Cole, Cllr S Moulson; Cllr D Cliff; Cllr N Groom
Clerk:		Mrs M Joyce


ORDINARY MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL OF NORTON IN HALES HELD ON 
13TH SEPTEMBER 2023 AT THE JUBILEE HALL, NORTON IN HALES

78/23	Welcome /Present, Apologies and/or absent & Public Session
The Chairman welcomed everyone to the Meeting, declaring it open at 7:30pm.  Apologies were received from Cllr I Sadler and Cllr D Mason.  Unitary Cllr Aldcroft did not attend the Meeting. 
Four members of the public attended the Meeting. 
A resident raised a query regarding the necessity for the new fencing which has been installed around the playground, complaining that access for cars to the Club has been withdrawn. The Chairman confirmed that the proposal to install fencing around the playground has been an agenda item for the Parish Council for about 18 months and has been discussed with local groups. The unfenced playground posed a health and safety risk for the children being in close proximity to cars being driven to the Bowling Club.  The fencing cost £2250, which only the Parish Council had the funds to pay for. This was considered to be appropriate as the Parish Council maintains the play equipment.  A further £650 plus VAT is due to be spent on a new path for pedestrians to access the Club.  The installation of gates will permit authorised and emergency vehicles to have access but will prevent ad hoc visitors from driving close to the play equipment.  Two gates provide access and egress for the children from the playground in line with safety recommendations.  Advise was sought from RoSPA and the Health and Safety Executive regarding safety recommendations for play areas.  The fencing was installed in line with these recommendations.  
A second resident congratulated the Council on the fantastic job done installing the fencing as a safety measure.  A discussion followed about parking provision on site and the 37 additional spaces available for use in the Community Car Park. 
The members of the public left the Meeting. 

79/23	Co-option of Councillor – to receive and consider applications/co-opt 
One application has been received so far for a Councillor to represent the Betton Ward. To take forward to the November meeting. 

80/23	Declaration of Disclosable Pecuniary or any other Interests/ Requests for Dispensations of DPIs (LGA 1972 s94)
 None received. 

81/23	Approval of the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council held on 12th July 2023 (Local Government Act 1972, s12 p 41(1) )  
Councillors confirmed that they had received and read the Minutes of the meeting held on 12th July 2023. . Cllr Cole proposed the Minutes to be a true an accurate record, seconded by Cllr Moulson, all agreed. Resolved.  The Chairman duly signed the Minutes. 

82/23	Matters arising from and action taken from the minutes (not otherwise on the agenda)
It was decided that the overgrown hedges reported previously should be inspected again and reported via FixMyStreet.




83/23	Reports 	
i)	Unitary Councillor – The Shropshire Council Unitary Cllr is invited give a report/answer questions
Cllr Aldcroft was not present.

ii)	Councillors /Clerk to give feedback from Meetings attended
No meetings have been attended. 

84/23	Ward Matters (to include matters relating to Highways, street lighting, maintenance, repairs etc)
a)	Betton 	Ward						
Road markings (SLOW) require re painting. 
Potholes on the approach to the Ridgwardine Road were reported. 
Action: Clerk to report.

b)	Norton in Hales	Ward	
The Clerk reported that the lights due to be upgraded in Napley Road are still outstanding. She has chased Eon again.
A pothole in Forge Lane has not been repaired properly. Action: Cllr Cole to report.

c)	Footpaths 						
Councillors noted that the P3 Group has been active locally near Bellaport Walk.

d)	Road closures
The Napley Road closure was noted.  Further works to the A53 at night were also noted. 

e)	Street lighting						
No matters were raised.

f)	Highways matters
Covered under a previous item.

g)	Environmental Maintenance concerns			
No matters were raised for consideration.

h)	School parking
Councillors reported that the new school term has begun and parents/teachers are all parking along the road rather than using the Community Car Park which is very disappointing.  It would appear that the School is not conveying the message strongly enough to encourage off street parking.  The Councillors agreed that initially the car park was used however enthusiasm seems to have worn off. Parents and children have raised safety concerns.  The School is responsible for the safety of pupils.  The Councillors will ask the School to remind parents to use the car park. 
	
i) 	Road Closure:  Napley Road, Norton In Hales
Start Date: 15th September 2023	End Date: 15th September 2023
Purpose: Road Closure to remove vegetation from bridge parapet Works Promoter:   Shropshire Council
Works Promoter Ref: Uj212BR-593243 Enforcement pattern for Napley Road, Norton In Hales: 09.00-.16.00
 You can view the closure and diversion route by clicking here:  https://one.network/?tm=135431032
Noted.
										


85/23	Joint Neighbourhood Plan – update 
Cllr Sadler was not present to give an update.  It is understood that the Plan is still with Shropshire Council.

86/23	Correspondence – as received and circulated by email – to enable Councillors to raise any matters for discussion: D Day; Numbers Plus call statement; Marches Forward Partnership; NALC legal updates; SALC’s 74th AGM;
NSAC meeting
All noted. 
Cllr Eardley reported that he had taken flowers to Mrs Edwards as a thank you on behalf of the Parish Council for her many dedicated years of service the Council and Parish. He has since received a thank you letter. 

87/23	Playground  & Grounds maintenance
a	To enable Councillors to discuss/agree repairs/maintenance needed highlighted in the annual inspection report; 
No report as yet. 

b	Playground Steering Group – update
The fundraising endeavours are continuing.  The Group needs to sort out a bank account.  They are setting up a JustGiving account.  The Parish Council has historically always paid for playground equipment maintenance and replacement equipment.

c	To enable Councillors to discuss the current contract/report any matters of concern
The Councillors confirmed that they are all content with the current level of service. 

88/23	Housekeeping
a)	Bradlingstone magazine – to agree submission (LGA 1972 s.142) 
Cllr  Cole to submit an entry which will mention the Celebration Evening.  
Councillors briefly discussed the Hall’s parking issues which are ongoing. The car park is soley for the use of Hall users.

b)	Best front garden competition/Celebration event – feedback/to discuss & agree arrangements
Advertising was discussed.  The winners will be invited to attend. The Councillors discussed the Celebration Evening and agreed responsibilities for the evening. 

c)	Defibrillators										
Approval has been given in principle for a defibrillator to be sited in Betton by the landowner. The colour of the stand will need to be approved.  Cllr Cliff proposed ordering the defibrillator and stand once the colour has been decided, seconded by Cllr Groom, all agreed. The cost will be c£1936.80. 

89/23	Finance
a)  	Invoices/Payments & Receipts
Cllr Cliff proposed all payments for approval, seconded by Cllr Mouslon, all agreed. 

b) 	Bank reconciliation to year end, cash book and payments and receipts summary
The Clerk reported that the stale cheques have been cleared from the accounts.  Councillors confirmed receipt of updated accounting reports and statements. Cllr Eardley proposed approving the reconciliation as accurate, seconded by Cllr Cliff, all agreed. Resolved. 

c)	External Audit – conclusion of audit notice
The Conclusion of Audit notice and External Auditor’s comments were noted.  The notice has been displayed on the website and locally. 

d)	Internal Audit tender
Cllr Eardley proposed appointing SDH Accounting, seconded by Cllr Cliff, all agreed. Resolved. 

e)	Website costs – to review and agree
Councillors reviewed the costs being applied to the website which has been free of charge for the last 6 years. It was agreed that the silver level membership be taken at a cost of c£29pm inc VAT. Clrl Cliff proposed the subscription, seconded by Cllr Moulson, all agreed. Resolved. 
The Clerk has chased the car charging unit provider for invoices. 
The Clerk advised that Plusnet is withdrawing their broadband service. It was agreed that the Clerk will arrange for BT to take over the service provision. The service will cease in October. 

	Date
	Recipient
	Reason for Payment
	Amount to Pay
	Chq number
	Power of expenditure

	05/09/23
	Employee
	Salary
	£391.99
	So
	LGA 1972 s112 (1)

	05/08/23
	Employee
	Salary
	£391.99
	So
	LGA 1972 s112(1)

	05/09/23
	HMRC
	PAYE
	£93.20
	1813
	LGA 1972 s112(1)

	06/09/23
	B Walton
	Bus shelter cleaning
	£45.00
	1814
	Litter Act 1983, ss.5,6

	04/09/23
	PKF Littlejohn
	External Audit
	£378.00
	1815
	LGA 1972 s168

	07/06/23
	Wicksteed
	Swing seats
	£358.06
	PAID
	LGA 1976 Misc Prov Act s19

	31/07/23
	AR Richards
	Hedge cutting
	£280.80
	PAID
	Highways Act 1980 s96

	21/07/23
	British Gas
	Energy supply
	£72.87
	DD
	PCA 1957 s3; 

	Date
	Payer
	Reason for payment
	Amount
	
	

	31/07/23
	Bank
	Interest
	£83.14
	
	



90/23	Planning (Town and Country Planning Act 1990. Sched 1, para 8) 
i)	Applications: 
23/02017/FUL  (validated: 30/05/2023)
Address:  The Heathers, Church Walks, Norton In Hales, Market Drayton, Shropshire, TF9 4QX
Proposal:  Erection of a single storey extension to provide bedroom and porch on the south west elevation and extension to existing garage to provide a carport
Decision:  Grant Permission

ii)	Decisions: 
23/02525/FUL  (validated: 12/06/2023)
Address:  Betton Lodge, 3 Oakley Lane, Betton, Market Drayton, Shropshire, TF9 4AF
Proposal:  Erection of Livestock and storage barn.
Decision:  Grant Permission



23/02032/FUL  (validated: 12/05/2023)
Address:  Betton Lodge, 3 Oakley Lane, Betton, Market Drayton, Shropshire, TF9 4AF
Proposal:  Demolition of existing single storey Upvc conservatory for a single storey oak framed side extension
Decision:  Grant Permission

91/23	Items for next Agenda/Parish Matters: 
An opportunity for matters of interest/concern to be brought forward for future discussion
Co-options; Budgets	

92/23	Exclusion of press and public: That in accordance with s1(2) Public Bodies (Admission of Meetings) Act 1960, members of the public and press be excluded from the remainder of the meeting on the grounds that the following items to be considered involves the likely disclosure of sensitive/confidential information
a) To enable Councillors to raise any concerns/receive any updates in relation to Planning Enforcement matters previously raised.
No matters were raised. 

There being no further business for discussion, the Chairman thanked everyone for attending and declared the Meeting closed at 8:55pm. 
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