


NORTON IN HALES PARISH COUNCIL


Chairman:	Cllr P Eardley
Councillors:	Cllr I Sadler, Cllr N Groom, Cllr S Moulson, Cllr D Cliff, Cllr B Cole			
Clerk:		Mrs M Joyce
Unitary Cllr:	Not present



ANNUAL MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL OF NORTON IN HALES HELD ON 13TH MAY 2025 AT THE JUBILEE HALL, NORTON IN HALES

The Meeting was opened at 7:31pm.

1 	Election of the Chairman (LGA 1972 s15(2) – Acceptance of Office form to be completed
Cllr Cole proposed Cllr Eardley to be Chairman, seconded by Cllr Cliff, all agreed. Resolved. The Acceptance of Office form was duly completed. 

2	Election of the Vice Chairman – Acceptance of Office form to be completed
Cllr Cole proposed Cllr Moulson to be Vice Chairman, seconded by Cllr Sadler, all agreed. Resolved. The Acceptance of Office form was duly completed. 

3	Declarations of Acceptance of Office (LGA 1972 s83) – for Councillors
Councillors completed the forms as required. 

4	Election of other officers as representatives to external bodies:
i)  GDPR Compliance officer & Controller 	
Cllr Eardley proposed the Clerk, seconded by Cllr Sadler, all agreed. Resolved. 

ii) NSAC 
Cllr Cole was proposed and seconded by Cllrs Moulson and Cliff, all agreed. Resolved. 

iii) Village Hall Representatives			
Cllrs Cole and Groom were proposed and seconded by Cllrs Eardley and Cliff, all agreed. Resolved.

iv) Playing Fields Committee Rep
Cllr Sadler was proposed and seconded by Cllrs Eardley and Cliff, all agreed. Resolved. 

v) Community website 				
No requirement. 

vi) NIH School  
Cllr Cliff was proposed and seconded by Cllrs Eardley and Sadler, all agreed. Resolved. 

5	Delegation of Authority: 
Delegation to the Clerk to respond to Planning Applications (in the absence of a scheduled Meeting for ‘routine’ applications); 
Cllr Eardley proposed giving delegated authority to the Clerk, seconded by Cllr Cliff, all agreed. Resolved. 
Delegated authority to the Clerk and Chairman for telephone/internet banking; 
Cllr Cliff proposed that the Clerk and Chairman be given authority, seconded by Cllr Moulson, all agreed. Resolved. 

6	Welcome /Present, Apologies and/or absent & Announcements & Public Session
Cllr Eardley welcomed everyone to the Meeting.  No members of the public attended the Meeting.  There were no apologies.  Two vacancies were noted following the recent elections.  The new Unitary Councillor for Market Drayton East, Cllr T Dainty, did not attend the Meeting. 
Thanks were conveyed to Cllr Roy Aldcroft for his service and support to the Parish.

7	Declaration of Disclosable Pecuniary or any other Interests/ Requests for Dispensations of DPIs
 (LGA 1972 s94)
To Councillors were reminded to complete the Register of Members’ Interests online for Shropshire Council.
 
8	Approval of the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council held on 12th March 2025  (Local Government Act 1972, s12 p 41(1) )  

The Councillors acknowledged receipt of the Minutes of the last Meeting of the Parish Council. Cllr Moulson proposed them to be a true and accurate record of the meeting, seconded by Cllr Cliff, all agreed. Resolved. 

9	Matters arising from and action taken from the minutes (not otherwise on the agenda)
No matters were raised. 

10	Reports 	
i)	Unitary Councillor – Welcome to the new Unitary Councillor
Cllr Dainty was not present.

ii)	Councillors /Clerk to give feedback from Meetings attended
No meetings have been attended. 

11	Ward Matters (to include matters relating to Highways, street lighting, maintenance, repairs etc)
a)	Betton 	Ward						
The large pothole is still requiring repairs by the Ridgwardine Road.

b)	Norton in Hales	Ward	
Cllr Sadler reported that planning permission for Plot 1 at Bearstone View may soon elapse if no work is started.  (Cllr Groom arrived at 7:22pm – declaration of acceptance of office form duly completed.)

c)	Footpaths – to report concerns				
Nothing to report. 

d)	Road closures – to report
None to report. 




e)	Street lighting – to report issues				
The Clerk reported that Shropshire Council has advised that the new annual charge for the energy agreement will be £614.44 plus VAT. Cllr Moulson proposed accepting the quote, seconded by Cllr Cliff, all agreed. Resolved.

f)	Highways matters – to raise concerns
No matters were raised.

g)	Environmental Maintenance concerns			
Cllr Eardley proposed applying for the Environmental Maintenance Grant, seconded by Cllr Sadler, all agreed. Resolved.

h)	In Bloom Group update
Cllr Moulson reported a new Chairperson is in place.  No competitions have been planned.  Routine jobs are underway.  They have applied for the annual grant from the Parish Council. 
Cllr Eardley raised the maintenance of the car park which needs weeding.  Cllr Cole will place an advert in the Bradlingstone for volunteers.

i)	School update						
No update. 

j)	Trees - TPO										
The Councillors noted that a TPO has been placed on the black poplar in Forge Lane.  No maintenance can be undertaken on the tree without application to Shropshire Council.		
12	Correspondence – as received and circulated by email  – to enable Councillors to raise any matters
No matters were raised for discussion.

13	Playground  & Grounds maintenance
a)	To enable Councillors to discuss/agree repairs/maintenance 
The latest monthly inspection report was discussed. Only one low risk item was raised which was a minor crack in the wetpour surfacing. No action needed. The playground equipment is in good condition overall. Cllr Moulson was thanked for recent maintenance work undertaken.

b)	Playground Steering Group – design update/funding sources to be considered/to acknowledge donations 
The Group is scaling back plans to reduce the cost of purchasing new equipment.  They are aiming for an £84k budget, down from £100k.  Lottery grant funding is being looked into.  Cllrs Cliff and Sadler are in the Group.  Cllr Sadler will be the Chairman. 

c)	Inspections – to receive monthly operational inspection reports; to discuss annual inspection
The annual inspection by Fields in Trust is to be booked. Cllr Cole proposed a contribution of £60 towards the cost, seconded by Cllr Moulson, all agreed. Resolved. To review the annual inspection next year. 




14	Housekeeping
a)	Bradlingstone magazine – to agree submission (LGA 1972 s.142) 
Cllr Cole to submit an entry for the Parish Council. A reminder to keep hedges trimmed to keep footways clear will be included. He will advertise the two vacancies and call for volunteers to assist with the upkeep of the community car park.

b)	Defibrillator 
The Clerk has approached the Highways Dept to ask if they can assist with the installation of the concrete pad having not been able to find a contractor with the necessary permits to undertake the job.  Cllr Cliff to ask if the Hinds Head would be happy to have a bleed kit cabinet installed on the wall next to the defibrillator cabinet.  Cllr Cole is now a trained defibrillator operative for the response group. 

c)	Confirmation of Meeting dates for 2025: 9th July; 10th September; 12th November 
Noted. 

d)	To review and confirm Clerk’s annual membership of SLCC and Councils’ membership of SALC; 
Cllr Eardley proposed the continuation of both memberships, seconded by Cllr Sadler, all agreed. Resolved. 

e)	Bradlingstone magazine – to agree submission (LGA 1972 s.142) 
Covered.

f)	Best front garden competition/Celebration event – to discuss
The Councillors agreed that this should combined with the village show as a class.  The winners will be announced at the show.  The categories will be reduced to 3 winners. There will no longer be a Celebration Evening event. Cllr Moulson will liaise with the In Bloom Group to organise the class. The Parish Council will judge it. 

g)	Annual inspection of assets – to confirm 
The Councillors agreed to organise a date to undertake a walk to inspect the Parish Council assets and make note of any maintenance that might be needed.  

15	Jubilee Hall – to enable Councillors to discuss the AGM/public meeting held; to acknowledge Custodian Trustee status; to discuss the Trust Deed document
The Councillors reported a very positive meeting. There are now 8 people on the Committeeand a new Chairman and bookings rep.  The Parish Council noted its position as Custodian Trustee. 

16	Finance
a)  	Invoices/Payments & Receipts – to inc those received post agenda publication: acknowledge and approve
Cllr Cole proposed approving all payments, seconded by Cllr Moulson, all agreed. Resolved. 
The grant funding application received by the In Bloom Group for £800 was proposed by Cllr Eardley, seconded by Cllr Sadler, all agreed. Resolved. 





b) 	Bank reconciliation to year end, cash book and payments and receipts summary, statements – to acknowledge and approve 
Cllr Eardley proposed approving the year end bank reconciliation, seconded by Cllr Moulson, all agreed. Resolved. 

c)	Staff standing order amendment 
Cllr Eardley proposed that the Clerk should amend the standing order, seconded by Cllr Groom, all agreed. Resolved. 

d)	Street lighting annual energy agreement renewal for approval
Covered under previous item. 

e) 	Internal audit (LGA 1972 s94) – to acknowledge receipt of the report and findings 
Cllr Eardley proposed accepting the Internal Auditor’s report and acknowledging the findings therein, seconded by Cllr Moulson, all agreed. Resolved. 

f)	External Audit & Submission of AGAR 2023-24 (Annual Accounting Statement and completion of the Annual Governance Statement – to review/complete and approve for submission
i) The Councillors reviewed the Annual Governance Statement.  Cllr Sadler proposed the completion of the Annual Governance Statement positively, seconded by Cllr Cole, all agreed. Resolved. The Statement was duly signed by the Clerk/RFO and the Chairman. 
ii)	The Annual Accounting Statement was proposed for approval by Cllr Eardley, seconded by Cllr Cole, all agreed. Resolved. 

g)	Insurance renewal & payment for approval
Cllr Eardley proposed accepting the Long Term Agreement option for renewal, seconded by Cllr Sadler, all agreed. Resolved. 

h)	Environmental maintenance grant application
The application was proposed by Cllr Cliff, seconded by Cllr Cole, all agreed. Resolved.


	Date
	Recipient
	Reason for Payment
	Amount to Pay
	Chq number
	Power of expenditure

	05/04/25
	Employee
	Salary
	£431.83
	So
	LGA 1972 s112 (1)

	05/05/25
	Employee
	Salary
	£431.83
	So
	LGA 1972 s112 (1)

	06/05/25
	B Walton
	Bus shelter cleaning
	£40.00
	Online
	Litter Act 1983, ss.5,6

	15/05/25
	Employee
	Salary adj payment + expenses 
	£tbc
	1876
	LGA 1972 s112/111

	05/03/25
	Hugo Fox
	Website 
	£23.99
	Dd
	LGA 1972 s142

	05/04/25
	Hugo Fox
	Website 
	£23.99
	Dd
	LGA 1972 s142

	04/05/25
	British Gas
	Energy Supply
	£105.70
	DD
	PCA 1957 s3; HA 1980 s301

	04/04/25
	British Gas
	Energy Supply
	£103.26
	DD
	PCA 1957 s3; HA 1980 s301

	10/04/25
	BT
	Hall Broadband
	£38.63
	DD
	LGA Misc Prov Act 1976 s19

	04/05/25
	Arthur J Gallagher Ins Brokers
	Insurance
	£1,040.17

	Online
	

	27/02/25
	Shropshire Council
	Energy supply
	£ 183.94
	Dd
	PCA 1957 s3; HA 1980 s301

	19/11/24
	SALC
	Affiliation
	£427.62
	DD
	LGA 1972 s112

	13/05/25
	In Bloom
	Grant
	£800
	Online
	

	Date
	Payee
	Reason for payment
	Amount
	
	

	31/03/25
	Bank
	Bank Interest
	£66.98
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	



17	Planning (Town and Country Planning Act 1990. Sched 1, para 8) 
i)	Applications: 
25/01553/FUL  (validated: 07/05/2025)
Address:  Proposed Dwelling North Of Willow Cottage 1 Betton Cottages, Betton, Market Drayton, Shropshire
Proposal:  Erection of 1No dwelling and associated works
View online at:  http://pa.shropshire.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=SV4SU2TDHGH00
The Councillors expressed concerns as to whether 30m visibility splays could be achieved.  A neutral response was proposed by Cllr Eardley, seconded by Cllr Sadler, all agreed. Resolved. 

25/01296/FUL  (validated: 16/04/2025)
Address:  3 Betton Cottages, Betton, Market Drayton, Shropshire, TF9 4AB
Proposal:  Second storey rear extension over existing ground floor extension
View online at:  http://pa.shropshire.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=STWL29TDGZZ00
Cllr Sadler proposed supporting the application, seconded by Cllr Cole, all agreed. Resolved. 

ii)	Decisions:  
25/00433/FUL  (validated: 06/02/2025)
Address:  14 Bearstone View, Norton In Hales, Market Drayton, Shropshire, TF9 4FE
Proposal:  Garage conversion into Bedroom/en-suite
Decision:  Grant Permission

18	Items for next Agenda/Parish Matters: 
An opportunity for matters of interest/concern to be brought forward for future discussion
Best front garden competition
Village Hall

19	Exclusion of press and public: That in accordance with s1(2) Public Bodies (Admission of Meetings) Act 1960, members of the public and press be excluded from the remainder of the meeting on the grounds that the following items to be considered involves the likely disclosure of sensitive/confidential information
a)	To enable Councillors to raise any concerns/receive any updates in relation to Planning Enforcement matters previously raised.
No matters were raised. 
There being no further business for consideration, the Chairman thanked everyone for attending and declared the meeting closed at 8:24pm.

Date of Next Ordinary Meeting: Wednesday 9th July 2025
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