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NORTON IN HALES PARISH COUNCIL

 Chairman:
Cllr P Eardley

Cllrs:

Cllr P Tresadern; Cllr S Moulson; Cllr D Mason; Cllr M Edwards;



Cllr N Groom; Cllr J Nixon
Clerk:

Mrs M Joyce

Unitary Cllr:
Roy Aldcroft
Meeting of Norton In Hales Parish Council held via Zoom on 10th March 2020
13/21
Chairman’s welcome, apologies, announcements  & Public Session 
Cllr Eardley welcomed everyone to the Meeting, declaring it open at 7:31pm.  Apologies were received from Cllr Sadler who was attending a 3NP Meeting.  Two members of the public attended the Zoom Meeting.
One resident attended to give a précis of plans for the Bowls Club. A pre application submitted to Shropshire Council has given an indication that approval should be forthcoming for a full application.  It is hoped that the build will take place this summer.  

The second resident attended to ask what progress is being made regarding village flooding issues.  Cllr Eardley reported that a site visit has been held with the Portfolio Holder for Highways at Shropshire Council, the Unitary Councillor and himself to discuss the matter of the blocked drain and potholes. The main cause of the flooding is a blocked SC drain on farmland up the Bellaport Road.  Due to the blockage water is not running into the drain as it should.  The drain needs to be dug out and dealt with. Once this work is completed water should then flow freely and not run into the village. The planned car park has provision built into the plans to alleviate water issues.  No short term solutions have been made; the PC decided against spending £2.5k on a temporary flood barrier, seeking instead a permanent solution from Shropshire Council at their cost.  The car park lease is with the Solicitors, the terms are being discussed.   

14/21
To receive Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary (or any other) Interests or Dispensation Requests 
No declarations have been received.

15/21
Approval of the Minutes : To approve the Minutes of the Remote Parish Council Meeting held on 12th January 2021
Councillors confirmed that they had received and read the Minutes of the last Meeting. Cllr Tresadern proposed them to be a true and accurate record of the Meeting, seconded by Cllr Edwards, all agreed. Resolved. The Chairman duly signed the Minutes.  

16/21
Action taken and matters arising from the Minutes (which are not otherwise included on the agenda)
No matters were raised.

a) Reports from: 

i)
Unitary Councillor 




Cllr Aldcroft’s report stated that Shropshire has a COVID caution status.  £4-m has been secured for Highways to be spent on road repairs over the next 4 years.  They are currently trialling a new JCB road  repairs machine.  Kier has 35 outstanding jobs in the Norton area alone.  The period of purdah starts on 15th March in advance of the elections.  Cllr Aldcroft reported a worrying increase in coercive behaviour in relation to drug activity amongst middle class children locally in the 10-14 age range mostly in Shropshire’s Market Towns.  Parking fees are to be suspended in some car parks from 12-24th April.  He further reported that drainage issues will be looked during  a site visit.  Many problems exist with blockages between grids.  Councillors held a brief discussion regarding general Highways issues and the work of a scrutiny group comprise of Shropshire Council, Police, NFU and farmers to discuss agricultural vehicles using rural roads. The next meeting is on 18th March.

ii)
Councillors /Clerk
No meetings have been attended. 

17/21
Three Parishes Neighbourhood Plan -   to enable Councillors to discuss any matters arising 
Cllr Sadler has circulated the survey results.  He is attending a meeting this evening.  

Cllr Eardley reported that more CiL Neighbourhood Fund money should be due in April, hopefully in the region of £40K. A strategic objectives plan should be established to identify local priorities.

18/21
Ward Matters (to include matters relating to Highways, street lighting, maintenance, repairs, etc)  - to enable Councillors to report local matters requiring attention
a)
Betton 

Cllr Edwards reported issues with potholes and ditches in Betton Wood which have been reported on several occasions.  

Potholes were also reported on the Ridgwardine Road. Cllr Moulson suggested that surveys have been undertaken to find an alternative location closer to the road for the proposed poultry unit. 

b)
Norton in Hales

Councillors discussed the footpath and the kissing gate in the conservation area.  Councillor Moulson informed Councillors that she has sourced some hardcore (free of charge) which she would like to have laid on the path. The Clerk confirmed that permission must be sought before this can be done.  Under the terms of the planning consent there should not be a gate to the path.  The Clerk re-iterated that the Parish Council cannot carry out works on paths etc that are not within its remit.  Clerk to seek clarification from Shropshire Council regarding the footpath ie gates/surface/planning consent details.



c)
General issues to inc dog waste bins; footpaths - to enable Councillors to discuss any footpath concerns
Councillors reported ongoing dog fouling issues in the village.  Councillors considered installing additional dog waste signage – the Clerk said that these could be purchased at a cost of approx £6 each for a 200x300mm sign. These can be fixed penalty warning notices.

Cllr Eardley informed the Council that AR Richards has offered to put a wheelie bin behind the bus shelter for In Bloom to use.  Cllr Eardley proposed accepting this offer, seconded by Cllr Nixon, all agreed. 

Cllr Eardley proposed suspending Standing Orders in order to permit a resident to speak, seconded by Cllr Edwards, all agreed. The resident requested a dog waste bin to be installed by the kissing gate at Church Fields. Cllr Eardley responded that the need would have to be assessed by the Dog Warden as emptying arrangements would need to be agreed. Standing Orders were resumed. 


d)
Oakley Lane flooding issues - update 
Cllr Nixon confirmed that the new drainage arrangements were working well. Thanks to the Parish Council and Cllr Aldcroft for their help in getting Shropshire Council to resolve the issue. 

e)
Community website – update
No update from the Community site. The Clerk informed the Council that she has put a lot of new general information onto the site recently. Elections updates will be included in due course.  

f)
Bellaport Road – update on flooding issues
An update was given in the public session. 

19/21
Planning

a)
Applications: 

 21/00195/FUL
DEVELOPMENT PROPOSED - Erection of a clubhouse building following removal of existing conservatory
LOCATION: - Community Sports Building, Cricket Ground/Bowling Club, Bearstone Road, Norton In Hales, Shropshire.

http://pa.shropshire.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=QMVZPSTDJXK00

Councillors confirmed that they had viewed the application online.  Cllr Nixon proposed supporting the application, seconded by Cllr Moulson, all agreed. 

21/00433/FUL
DEVELOPMENT PROPOSED - Erection of a single storey rear extension following removal of existing conservatory
LOCATION: - 53 Main Road, Norton In Hales, Market Drayton, Shropshire, TF9 4AT.

http://pa.shropshire.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=QNNF5VTD07V00

No comments were returned. 
b)
Determinations: 
20/04790/COU  (validated: 18/11/2020)
Address:  14 Napley Drive, Norton In Hales, TF9 4QY
Proposal:  Application under Section 73A of the Town and Country Planning Act 1995 for the change of use of agricultural land to domestic garden land
Decision:  Refuse
c)
Community Governance reviews


Details of Governance reviews had been circulated by the Clerk via email.  She reminded Councillors that the deadline for comments is 12th March.  Cllr Eardley proposed returning comments to object to any proposed boundary changes which would affect Norton in Hales Parish boundaries, seconded by Cllr Edwards, all agreed. 


20/21
Proposed community car park to include:

a
Car park lease agreement – update and for consideration/approval
Cllr Eardley confirmed that he, Cllr Nixon and the Clerk have all looked at the proposed lease and agreed recommendations. This will now be returned to the Solicitors for consideration.  No concerns have been raised. This needs to be signed off by 30th April.  Cllr Eardley stated that the original quote from AR Richards may increase slightly as the original quote will have expired by now. Cllr Moulson proposed signing the lease prior to the next Meeting, seconded by Cllr Groom, all agreed. Cllr Eardley and Clerk to take forward. 

21/21
Finance

a)
Balances for information (Cash book, receipts & payment summary & bank reconciliation)
Councillors confirmed that they had received the updated spreadsheets and statements circulated by the Clerk prior to the Meeting via email.  Cllr Tresadern proposed accepting the accounts as presented, seconded by Cllr Edwards, all agreed. 

b)
To approve payments inc those received post agenda

Councillors confirmed that they had received copies of invoices proposed for payment prior to the Meeting. Cllr Groom proposed all payments for approval, to include the salary payment, seconded by Cllr Tresadern, all agreed. Resolved. 

c)
Environmental maintenance grant - update
The Clerk confirmed that she has applied for the EMG.

d)
Goal posts - update

	Date of invoice
	Recipient
	Purpose
	Amount
	Chq No
	Power of Expenditure

	05/01/21
	HMRC 
	PAYE (Feb)
	£75.17
	16
	LGA 1972 s112

	05/01/21
	Employee
	Salary Feb
	£300.66
	SO
	LGA 1972 s112

	05/02/21
	HMRC 
	PAYE (Mar)
	£75.17
	16
	LGA 1972 s112

	05/02/21 
	Employee
	Salary (Mar)
	£300.66
	16
	LGA 1972 s112

	04/01/21
	B Walton
	Bus shelter cleaning
	£45.00
	16
	Litter Act 1983 ss5-6

	18/01/21
	Plusnet
	Broadband
	£21.60
	DD
	LGA 1972 s111

	18/02/21
	Plusnet
	Broadband
	£21.60
	DD
	LGA 1972 s111

	09/02/21
	Employee
	Expenses
	TBC
	16
	LGA 1972 s111/112

	26/01/21
	NPower
	Supply
	£2569.57
	1629  PAID
	Parish Councils Act 1957 s3; Highways Act 1980 s301

	26/01/21
	Npower
	Supply
	£119.34
	1630  PAID
	Parish Councils Act 1957 s3; Highways Act 1980 s301

	26/01/21
	Npower
	Supply
	£80.02
	1631  PAID
	Parish Councils Act 1957 s3; Highways Act 1980 s301

	18/02/21
	Premier Leisure Stores
	Goal posts
	£219.90
	1632 PAID
	LG (Misc Prov) Act 1976 s19 ss1


The Clerk confirmed that these have been delivered.

e)
Insurance claim – street light in Griffin Close
The Clerk confirmed that the Insurance company has agreed the claim for the replacement column light for Griffin Close. This will be done in conjunction with the Parish street lighting upgrade programme. 

c)
Street lighting – upgrade update/ supply contract renegotiate
The Clerk reported that the current energy agreement is due for renewal in May. This will be renegotiated on the basis of the propose upgrade which is scheduled for end April/beginning of May.

d)
Church Clock – Request for maintenance grant £500
The Clerk reminded Councillors that the Parish Council has no power of expenditure to offer financial assistance to the Church. Cllr Eardley prpoposed payment of £500 to assist with the maintenance of the clock, seconded by Cllr Moulson, all agreed. 

22/21
Correspondence 

· SALC information bulletins and legal topic notes 
· COVID 19 related communications

· Elections updates
· To acknowledge any other correspondence received/raise any matters of interest/concern
The Clerk confirmed that she has ordered paper copies of nomination papers and will deliver these for Councillors.  The closing date for nominations is 8thApril. Councillors discussed advertising the Election and where best to advertise given the timescales.  Councillors agreed not to place an advert in the Bradlingstone as people would have very little time between receiving the magazine (due out over Easter weekend) and organising papers, signatures and being able to return them in person.  It was therefore decided to advertise on Facebook and on the websites.  Cllr Nixon confirmed that he did not intend to stand.  

23/21
Housekeeping 
i) Reports from PC representatives on external bodies or meeting/course attendance as appropriate

The Clerk will be attending Election update sessions. 

ii)  
Neighbourhood Watch  - No update

iii) 
Playing Fields/Playground 

The new goals have been delivered. Cllr Eardley recommended looking at refurbishing the playground equipment when the next  NF money is received. Adult gym equipment has also been requested. The Clerk recommended investigating the Severn Trent Wellbeing grants to assist with the gym equipment .  Cllr Mason said he would look into this.

iv) 
Village Hall 

No meetings/functions are being held in the Hall but the Committee is keen to re-open asap. Clerk to check grants with the Place Plan Officer. 

v)
Bradlingstone Magazine entry – to enable Councillors to discuss entry

As above. 

vi)
Community right to bid – ACV nomination renewal for the Horsewash

The Clerk has submitted this nomination renewal request.  The notices have gone up and it will be determined by the end of April. 

vii)
Meeting venue/platform for May’s Annual Meeting of the Parish Council & Annual Parish Meeting
The Clerk recommended that the Annual Parish Meeting be conducted via Zoom to facilitate public attendance in light of the ongoing COVID restrictions.   Councillors were content with this recommendation. To review the May meeting in light of any new legislation.

24/21
Agenda items for May Annual Meeting 

Cllr Nixon was thanked for his contribution to the Council and work on the car park lease in particular.  The Clerk reminded the Council that the Internal Audit will take place in April.  Councillors discussed a post COVID Celebration in September if possible.  To take forward. 
There being no further business the Chairman declared the Meeting closed at 9:20pm.

