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                                     NORTON IN HALES PARISH COUNCIL

 Chairman:
Cllr P Eardley

Cllrs:

Cllr M Edwards; Cllr P Tresadern; Cllr S Moulson; Cllr D Mason  

Clerk:

Mrs M Joyce

Minutes of the Ordinary Parish Council Meeting held on 10th March at the Jubilee Hall,
Norton in Hales

14/20
Chair’s Welcome/Announcements & Public Session
The Chairman welcomed the Parish Council Members and the six members of the public present to the Meeting, opening proceedings at 7:32pm.  

The Public Session began with a discussion about local footpaths, with various issues being reported requiring attention.  Cllr Eardley noted that a gate requires a new spring and confirmed that the path in question will have tarmac laid when the roadway is completed.  Flooding was noted on one path which is making pedestrian access impossible.  It was suggested that a 6” depth of hardcore should be laid.  A hardcore surface was requested for the path by Griffin Close but planning conditions have stipulated that this should be left as a rural footpath.  A maintenance grant was requested for the Church Clock.  No further flooding/drainage issues have been experienced in Norton village since October as the drain clearing appears to have been successful.  A resident thanked the PC for its assistance facilitating the clearing of a ditch at Moss Lane – an excellent job has been done.  Potholes have been reported in Betton in the chicane and by Bearstone Farm.  A representative from the Hinds Head attended to give an update on progress for the proposed Community Car Park.  

15/20
Present, Apologies  and/or Absent 
Apologies were received from Cllrs Sadler, Nixon and Groom. Apologies were also received from Unitary Cllr R Aldcroft. 

16/20
Declaration of Disclosable Pecuniary Interests and/or requests for dispensations
No declarations were received. 

17/20
Co-option of Councillor
Cllr Eardley gave an introduction about an application received from a resident to join the Parish Council.  Cllr Eardley proposed that the Council co-opts the applicant, seconded by Cllr Tresadern. All agreed. Councillors welcomed Cllr Dave Mason to Norton in Hales Parish Council, representing Norton in Hales Ward.  Resolved.  Cllr Mason duly completed the Acceptance of Office form as required and also the Register of Members DPI form to be returned to the Monitoring Officer. Action: Clerk to inform Shropshire Council

18/20
Approval of the Minutes of the Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on 10th September 2019.
Councillors confirmed that they had received and read the Minutes of the last Meeting.  Cllr Tresadern proposed them to be a true and accurate record of the Meeting, seconded by Cllr Mouslon, all agreed. The Chairman duly signed the Minutes.  Resolved. 

19/20
Action taken and matters arising from the Minutes (which are not otherwise included on the agenda)
Cllr Eardley reported that he had investigated the cost of purchasing a collapsible flood defence barrier which was in the region of £2200 + VAT.  Councillors agreed that before committing to spending a large sum it would be sensible to wait until the proposed car park has been built in the hope that the drainage scheme proposed there will resolve the issues in the centre of the village.

a) Reports from: 

i)
Unitary Councillor – Cllr Aldcroft sent his apologies but sent a brief report to convey that much time was being spent in his area preparing for the impact of HS2.  Cllr Eardley has asked Cllr Aldcroft to inspect some local roads.  It was noted that Highways has attempted some repairs in Tunstall Road.  The bridge repairs are now underway.  Shropshire Council has high hopes that the new Highways Consultant’s reorganisation of the department will be effective.

ii)
Councillors /Clerk
No meetings attended.

20/20
Three Parishes Neighbourhood Plan -  To receive the Minutes of the last meeting and to discuss/approve any matters arising 
The Clerk confirmed that she has provided number of dwelling information for the purposes of ordering the questionnaires as requested  She reported that a contribution for the prize money will be required of £100 per council.  Thanks were conveyed to Ian and Nick on the Steering Group for a great job in finishing the questionnaire.  Cllrs Nash and Turner have also contributed a huge amount of time and effort.  The questionnaire deadline for returns will be 1st May.  Action: Clerk to arrange payment as required proposed by Cllr Eardley, seconded by Cllr Tresadern, all agreed. Resolved.

21/20
Ward Matters (to include matters relating to Highways, street lighting, maintenance, repairs, etc)  - to enable Councillors to report local matters requiring attention
a)
Betton 



Potholes were reported in the Ridgwardine Road and at the Norton Lane junction.  
Standing water is still an issue at the Betton Wood junction. It was suggested that the water from the fields cannot access the blocked drain on the roadside near Hawks Lodge.  

Water still an issue in the Betton Wood Road.  The water cannot pass through the blocked drain at the road side to allow the water to flow under the road and down into the roadside ditch in the direction of Market Drayton.  Hedges in this area have been cut back and ditches are now clear.   
Landowners to be contacted to clear out their ditches. Action: Clerk to request Highways contact the landowners to fulfil riparian responsibilities.
Betton Wood Road - the bad bend near to Brownhills Cottage Farm is now very seriously potholed on the bend and it is totally impossible to avoid the enormous holes without risking meeting vehicles on the bend - getting worse daily due to heavy vehicles ie tractors, corn lorries, egg collecting lorries etc. Other potholes up the same road getting worse again. Clerk to report all matters for inspection/repair.
b)
Norton in Hales


Potholes reported by the stables.  Tarmac has washed away by the BT cover. 
c)
General issues 
No matters were raised. 
d)
Road Closures (pls see website for information)


No local closures reported. 
e)
Flooding issues
No new issues to report.

22/20
Planning
a)
Applications: 
20/00464/FUL  (validated: 06/02/2020)
Address:  Plot 14 The Mynd, Norton In Hales, Shropshire, TF9 4FF
Proposal:  Erection of 1No bungalow substitution of approved two storey dwelling ( Plot 14) previously approved under application reference  17/03643/REM)



No comments received. 

b)
Decisions: 
19/05073/FUL  (validated: 19/11/2019)
Address:  Former Plot 12 The Mynd, Norton In Hales, Shropshire, TF9 4FF
Proposal:  Erection of three detached dwellings; formation of vehicular access and on-site road
Decision:  Grant Permission




Noted.

e)
Proposed community car park – update/matters arising – Quote for consideration
Councillors agreed to suspend Standing Orders to invite comments from the Hinds Head representative to give an update, proposed by Cllr Eardley, seconded by Cllr Tresadern, all agreed.  Eight potential contractors have been approached to do the work. More than 3 quotes will be needed as it is unlikely that the contractors will do the whole job without sub contracting parts out.  There are 8/9 parts to the whole project.  The initial quote received seems very high.  Estimates of £2k to create each space seems to be the rule of thumb.  A landscape design has been draw up and was passed to the In Bloom Group for consideration.  Councillors discussed the proposed drainage/car charging and lighting schemes.  It is hoped that works will commence somewhere between May – July.  The representative was asked to return to update the Council when more quotes have been received.  (Standing Orders re-instated)

23/20
Correspondence 
· SALC information bulletins and legal topic notes 
· To acknowledge receipt of all other correspondence circulated by email  
The date of the next NSAC meeting was noted.

Councillors discussed a proposal for a Council member to join the School Board of Governors.  Cllr Mason agreed to be put forward for this role.  Action: Clerk to inform School Head. 

Councillors considered the purchase of lamp post poppies at £3 each from the RBL – Cllr Eardley prposed purchasing 15, seconded by Cllr Tresadern, all agreed. Action: Clerk to order. Resolved.

24/20
Housekeeping 
i) Reports from PC representatives on external bodies or meeting/course attendance as appropriate
Cllr Moulson reported that the In  Bloom Group will be entering the Heart of England Competition.  Cllr Eardley suggested that the Best Front Garden competition overlaps with the Doorstep challenge. Cllr Moulson to discuss with the In Bloom Group.
ii)  
Neighbourhood Watch  
Councillors noted that the Parish Council has not had a request for re-funding the local scheme.  Cllr Moulson to investigate. Councillors suggested that with the new housing maybe an advertising blitz might be a good idea.
iii) 
Village Hall 
Cllr Groom not present to give an update.  

The playing fields have been mown. Remedial works to the playground to be undertaken on Saturday to get jobs done before the holidays start.  The surface has slightly broken up = a quote for repairs will be needed.  
Good engagement on the community website was reported and the Facebook page continues to gather momentum.  
25/20
Finance

· Invoices & Payments: to include invoices received after agenda publication 
Cllr Eardley proposed all payments for approval, seconded by Cllr Edwards, all agreed. Resolved. Cheques duly signed in accordance with the mandate.
-
Balances for information (Cash book, receipts & payment summary & bank reconciliation) 
The Clerk circulated up to date financial information. The reconciliation was checked against the statements for accuracy and signed off as correct.  
· Environmental maintenance grant application – update
Cllr Eardley reported that it had not been possible to get  a quote for ad hoc grid cleaning.  The Clerk will apply for an Environmental Maintenance Grant on the strength of the other works the Council carries out locally.  
· PCC Safer Roads Scheme application 
Cllr Eardley reported that he is still trying to set up a site visit with the Highways Officer to discuss VAS locations. 
· Pre internal audit checklist
The Clerk is dealing with this matter. 
· Internal audit tender – for agreement/approval
This was approved at January’s Meeting. 
· Proposal to purchase x2 dog waste bins/signage
The Clerk reported the bins are £300 each and the Waste Management Team will only empty the bins they provide. Two extra bins had been requested.  Still awaiting approval from the Dog Warden for the proposed locations.  
Dog waste signage examples were presented by the Clerk to remind residents to clear up after their dogs. Dog fouling is becoming an increasing nuisance in the village.  To take forward for more information about types of signage available and powers of the Parish Council to enforce fixed penalties.
· Bus shelter guttering – repairs required 
Cllr Moulson requested that the leaking guttering is fixed and the outflow is diverted into the water butt to the rear of the shelter. Proposed by Cllr Moulson, seconded by Cllr Eardley, all agreed. Resolved. Action: Clerk to request the handyman attends. 
· Pensions Regulator – Declaration of compliance – to confirm submission

The Clerk confirmed that she has made the submission to confirm that no there are no eligible employees to join a pension scheme.

	Date of invoice
	Recipient
	Purpose
	Amount
	Chq No
	Power of Expenditure

	05/03/20
	Employee
	Salary
	£300.66
	SO
	LGA 1972 s112

	05/03/20
	HMRC
	PAYE
	£75.17
	1578
	LGA 1972 s112

	12/04/19
	SALC
	Employee training (shared costs)
	£10.83
	1579
	LGA 1972 s111

	26/03/20
	Printerland
	Printer ink
	£717.65
	1580
	LGA 1972 s111

	03/03/20
	B Walton
	Bus shelter cleaning
	£35.00
	1581
	Litter Act 1983 ss5-6

	31/03/20
	J Evans
	Three Parish Neighbourhood Plan
	£288.00
	1582
	Localism Act 2011

	03/03/20
	Jubilee Hall
	Room Hire
	£17.00
	1583
	LGA 1972 s111

	11/02/20
	PlusNet
	Broadband
	£21.60
	Dd
	LGA 1972 s111



Cllr Eardley proposed purchasing up to £100 inc VAT (3-4 tonnes) worth of hardcore to be laid along the footpath, seconded by Cllr Mason, all agreed.  Resolved. Action: Cllr Eardley to order.
Request to support the Church carillon fundraising appeal : Although the Parish Council cannot support this financially it was agreed that the Clerk would write a letter of support for the PCC to support their grant applications, proposed by Cllr Eardley, seconded by Cllr Moulson, all agreed. Action: Clerk to write letter 

Street lights: Cllr Eardley reported a light out outside the School. Action: Clerk to report for repair.

Cllr Eardley proposed obtaining a quote for replacement LED lighting, seconded by Cllr Moulson, all agreed. Action: Cllr Eardley to provide the Clerk with an inventory. Clerk to arrange a quote.

Interpretation board: Quotes obtained so far indicate likely costs to be in the region of £1000. To ensure this is included in the Place Plan for Neighbourhood Fund spend. To also include resolution of flooding issues in village centre.  

A grant funding application form has been sent out for completion for goal posts. To take forward. 

An injury has been reported as a result of uneven paving near the bus shelter. The Clerk has reported this to Shropshire Council for their attention/repairs.

26/20
 Parish matters/ Items for inclusion in the next Agenda – to enable Councillors to propose items for discussion at the May Meeting
The Annual Meeting of the Parish Council and the Annual Parish Meeting are scheduled to take place on the 12th May 2020.
There being no further business for discussion, the Chairman thanked everyone for attending and declared the Meeting closed at 9:31pm.

Date of next Ordinary Meeting of Norton in Hales Parish Council: 12th May 2020

