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Chairman:
Cllr P Eardley

Cllrs

Cllr I Sadler, Cllr B Cole, Cllr D Cliff, Cllr M Edwards; Cllr D Mason;  


Cllr S Moulson 

Unitary Cllr:        Cllr R Aldcroft

Clerk:

 Mrs M Joyce

MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 9th November 2021 held at the Jubilee Hall, Norton in Hales
84/21
Chairman’s welcome, apologies, announcements & Public Session 
The Chairman opened the Meeting at 7:31pm and welcomed everyone present. Apologies were received from Cllr Groom. One member of the public attended the Meeting.  He thanked the Parish Council for its recent grant of £200 to support the village website which, he reported, is doing very well. The resident spoke to the Council regarding confusion over the correct status of the footpath which runs through Moss Lane. Shropshire Council’s Outdoor Recreation Footpath’s Team are investigating this with Highways. 

85/21
Co-option of a Councillor (LGA 1972 s83) 

Item included in error.

86/21
To receive Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary (or any other) Interests or Dispensation Requests in accordance with the Code of Conduct 
No declarations were received. 

87/21
Approval of the Minutes : (Local Government Act 1972, s12 p41(1) )
To approve the Minutes of the Ordinary Parish Council Meeting held on 22nd September 2021 

Councillors confirmed that they had received and read the Minutes of the last Meeting. Cllr Moulson proposed them to be a true and accurate record of the Meeting, seconded by Cllr Sadler, all agreed. Resolved. The Chairman duly signed the Minutes. 

88/21
Action taken and matters arising from the Minutes (which are not otherwise included on the agenda)
No matters were raised. 

89/21
Reports from: 

i)
Unitary Councillor – The Shropshire Council Unitary Cllr is invited to attend and give a report/answer questions
Cllr Adlcroft reported on various matters from Shropshire Council giving updates on the Bus Plan and Active Travel Scheme which are under consultation. Cllr Aldcroft gave an overview of the ‘electric’ exhibition which was held at the Shrewsbury Town Football Club.  He reported that this year’s Remembrance Service at St Mary’s is a ticketed event.  Shropshire Council’s street lights are being checked for deterioration following a recent incident.  Market Drayton has a new  police panel which covers the whole area.  The new McDonalds in Market Drayton will open in the first week of December. The site is carbon neutral. Regular litter picks will be carried out. 

Cllr Mason asked if pedestrian provision could be looked at for walkers using the route from the town to the canal tow path.  He queried electric car charging provision points in the Town. Cllr Aldcroft reported that there are 6 being installed into Tower Lawn car park and 2 at the Aldi store.


ii)
Councillors /Clerk to include: NALC Meeting: Ambulance Service; MD TC Boundary Review Meeting
Cllr Cole reported from the NSAC meeting at which a presentation was given regarding ambulance provision in the County. All ambulances will operate from Shrewsbury Hospital.  The current waiting times for an ambulance varies from 2 ½ hours to up to 10 hours. In Telford it is c2 ¼ hours.  Closing local stations will, it is believed, speed up response times and cut costs of up to 0.75 million pounds per annum.  
Councillors agreed that the hospitals need to sort out how they are operating checking in patients and speed up response times. 
The Boundary Review meeting at MDTC went ahead as planned despite news being heard that Divisional Boundary reviews will take place before Electoral Boundary reviews. This means that the MD boundary review is unlikely to take place now until 2025.  

90/21
Three Parishes Neighbourhood Plan -   to enable Councillors to discuss any matters arising/updates
Cllr Sadler reported that they are waiting for the return of some reports.  A tree planting scheme needs to be established as per requirements of the Plan. Free tree schemes are being investigated by the steering group. 


91/21
Ward Matters (to include matters relating to Highways, street lighting, maintenance, repairs, etc)  - to enable Councillors to report local matters requiring attention
a)
Betton 
Ward


 Potholes previously reported are still in need of repair. 

b)
Norton in Hales
Ward


Following recent works to the drains the historic flooding issues appear to have been resolved. A problem with a light following the recent upgrade has now been resolved so that residents are not troubled by light pollution into their homes. 

A request for a new bin was rejected by Shropshire Council in the suggested location. A new location near the new car park will be put forward.  The Clerk reminded the Council that it will cost c£300 and an annual emptying fee. 

The Clerk was asked to contact Shropshire Council for the results of a recent pavement condition survey. 

c)
General issues to inc Dog fouling; Tree removal


Cllr Moulson confirmed that she had received one quote so far, following permission from the Tree Department, to remove a cherry tree from the centre of the village for £800. To source more quotes.  A replacement tree will be planted. Cllr Moulson will take this matter forward. 

Councillors reported that dog fouling issues appear to have lessened recently. To monitor.

A recent report received concerning  issues between dog walkers and their pets was discussed. Whilst it was agreed that it is not a matter for the Parish Council, Councillors agreed that they hoped that residents would exercise courtesy and good sense when walking in and on the edge of the village to ensure safe passage for all. 

d)
Footpaths 

Cllr Moulson reported that she now has a definitive map of all footpaths in the parish which have been numbered and coded. The Clerk will liaise with the Footpaths Team as to the next step to have these permanently recorded.  Thanks were given to Cllr Moulson for her endeavours. 


e)
Road closures - A road closure through the village over the weekend was discussed. 

f) 
Street lighting - The replacement column light in Griffin Close was installed on 5th November. The Clerk will chase the insurance payment. 

g)
Traffic calming





Cllr Mason requested that 3 speed activated signs to deter speeding through the village.  The Clerk gave an overview of types/costs and grants which could possibly be applied for.  An estimate for 3 units would be in the region of £10k. This expenditure is not included in the current budget. The possibility of one mobile unit was discussed as an alternative. Funding sources for such a project will need to be investigated.   Cllr Mason, seconded by Cllr Cole, proposed that it be taken forward, all agreed. Action: For inclusion on the next agenda and source quotes for information. 

92/21
Community car park:  
Cllr Eardley gave an overview on progress. Costs have risen enormously since the project was first costed.  The Parish Council now has a permit to connect the car park to the Highway however BT has yet to give a date as to when they will be moving their manhole which is currently across the entrance. The lighting scheme originally planned for which was in line with the heritage style lighting in the conservation area will need to be altered as the quote has come in at £11,500 for 6 lights with a 14 week delivery time.  Alternatives are being sourced with a shorter delivery time. An application for approval will need to be submitted to the Planning Department.  
Councillors discussed security measures to prevent unwanted overnight/long term stays in the car park with height restricting barriers being proposed. Cllr Eardley reminded the Council that as per the terms of the lease a gate must be installed.  Action: Clerk to check with the Planning Department to see if planning permission would be needed and if they would be permissible in the village conservation location. To include on January’s agenda. 
93/21
Planning (Town and Country Planning Act 1990. Sched 1, para 8. Under this Local Government Act, the Parish Council is consulted by Shropshire Council for its view on new planning applications. NB: Shropshire Council is the determining planning authority)
a)
Applications: 
21/04742/FUL  (validated: 04/10/2021)
Address:  Development Land Off, Western Way, Adderley Road, Market Drayton, Shropshire
Proposal:  Preparatory and infrastructure works consisting of site clearance, highway access, internal road, hardstanding, landscaping and drainage to include change of use of land  Applicant: Evergreen (C/o Agent)
View online at:  http://pa.shropshire.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=R0B8PBTDINO00
No objections were raised. 

21/05014/FUL  (validated: 20/10/2021)
Address:  Pear Tree Farm , Betton Wood, Betton, TF9 4BQ
Proposal:  Conversion of barn to self-contained residential annexe ancillary to the main house, installation of a package treatment plant, and relocation of existing haybarn and change of use of a parcel of land to provide amenity space (resubmission of 21/01861/FUL)
View online at:  http://pa.shropshire.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=R18KYFTDJ1N00
Councillors had no objections to the proposals. 


b)
Decisions 


21/04097/FUL  (validated: 19/08/2021)
Address:  53 Main Road, Norton In Hales, Market Drayton, Shropshire, TF9 4AT
Proposal:  Erection of flat roof family room following demolition of existing conservatory
Decision:  Grant Permission
View online at:  http://pa.shropshire.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=QY3OUCTD07V00
21/03002/FUL  (validated: 06/09/2021)
Address:  Mount Farm , Bellaport Road, Norton In Hales, TF9 4AZ
Proposal:  External and internal alterations to create first floor accommodation
Decision:  Withdrawn
View online at:  http://pa.shropshire.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=QUR8Q0TDG4W00


Noted. 

94/21
Finance

a)
Balances for information (Cash book, receipts & payment summary & bank reconciliation)
The Clerk presented up to date spreadsheets generated from the new accounts software package. Cllr Eardley confirmed that the bank reconciliation tallies with the bank statements and duly signed the report as correct. The Clerk confirmed that she will in future email all reports to save printing costs and paper. 

b)
To approve payments inc those received post agenda
The Clerk confirmed all payments being presented for approval.  Cllr Mason proposed all payments for approval, seconded by Cllr Edwards, all agreed.  Resolved.


c)
Grant funding requests
The Chairman presented an application from the Village Hall to hold a Christmas Tea for which a grant of between £50-70 was requested. Cllr Eardley proposed a grant of £70, seconded by Cllr Cole, all agreed. Resolved. 

Cllr Mason put forward requests to support the School to rebuild the porch and to re-instate some railings which had been removed and melted down in the First World War.  The Clerk informed the Council that unfortunately it has no power of expenditure to be able to provide financial assistance for projects to install, replace or repair the infrastructure of the School.


d)
Internal Audit Tender

The Clerk presented a tender for the 2021-22 Internal Audit of £175, in line with last year’s costs. Cllr Cliff proposed accepting the tender, seconded by Cllr Sadler, all agreed. Resolved. 


e)
Locum Clerk invoice
The invoice for £75 was approved with all other payments, as recorded above. 

	Date of invoice
	Recipient
	Purpose
	Amount
	Chq No
	Power of Expenditure

	05/11/21
	HMRC 
	PAYE
	£90.40
	1679
	LGA 1972 s112

	05/11/21
	Employee
	Salary (October)
	£361.56
	SO
	LGA 1972 s112

	02/11/21
	B Walton
	Bus shelter cleaning
	£45.00
	1680
	Litter Act 1983 ss5-6

	11/10/21
	Plusnet
	Broadband
	£27.60
	DD
	LGA 1972 s111

	11/11/21
	Plusnet
	Broadband
	£26.84
	DD
	LGA 1972 s111

	30/10/21
	Jubilee Room
	Hire 
	£17.00
	1681
	LGA 1972 s111

	22/10/21
	Western Power Distribution
	Car park supply PAID
	£8,172.29
	1678
	Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984 s57 (1)(b)

	09/09/21
	Paddock Electrical Ltd
	Installation of electric car charging points  PAID
	£5,753.27
	1676
	Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984 s57 (1)(b)

	10/10/21
	NIH Community Sports Field
	2021 Field Maintenance
	£400.00
	1682
	PHA 1872s164, PHAAA 1890 s44, OSA 1906 ss 9&10

	25/10/21
	BT
	BT Manhole/cabling relocation in connection with car park development  PAID
	£10,685.44
	1675
	Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984 s57 (1)(b)

	05/10/21
	Employee
	Salary adj payment PAID
	£60.90
	1687
	LGA 1972 s111

	26/10/21
	Shropshire Council
	Energy Supply PAID
	£111.49
	DD
	PCA 1957 s3; HA 1980 s301

	09/11/21
	Employee
	Salary adj 
	£60.90
	1683
	LGA 1972 s112

	28/09/21
	J Evans
	Locum Clerk fee
	£75.00
	1684
	LGA 1972 s111

	09/11/21
	Employee
	Expenses
	£48.49
	1685
	LGA 1972 s111

	
	VOID
	
	
	1686
	

	09/11/21
	Jubilee Hall
	Grant 
	£70
	1687
	LGA 1972 s137


95/21
Correspondence 

· SALC information bulletins and legal topic notes; Training programme

· COVID 19 related communications

· To acknowledge any other correspondence received/raise any matters of interest/concern
A request was received to undertake carol singing on the village green this year. The Parish Councillors expressed support but agreed that it has no jurisdiction to give support. 

96/21
Housekeeping 

i)
Neighbourhood Watch 

The Clerk confirmed that an invoice has not been received to date to renew the membership. 

ii) 
Playing Fields/Playground 
Cllr Sadler gave a report from the recent Sports Field Meeting. 
The playground equipment was discussed following receipt of the most recent annual inspection report. Cllr Mason expressed concern about the condition of the equipment and requested that it be closed with a view to replacing the equipment.  Cllr Cole reported that in his view this course of action would not be immediately necessary and that repairs should be actioned. Cllr Eardley to approach 3 companies for quotes, proposed by Cllr Moulson, seconded by Cllr Sadler.  

Cllrs Cole and Moulson reported that they had been invited to look at the new playground equipment in Childs Ercall. The Members of Childs Ercall Parish Council have furnished them with details of how they funded the project. Cllr Mason proposed that the Parish Council looks to replacing the equipment, seconded by Cllr Cole.  Due to the likely costs involved (upwards of c£80k) it was agreed that this be a long term project and needs to be included in the Place Plan.  Action: Clerk to include on the next agenda for further discussion and check whether replacement of equipment is included on the current Place Plan. 

iii) 
Village Hall 

Cllr Sadler reported that he is trying to get a group together to look at refurbishing the Hall. There is a pot of money available to start work.  Grant funding possibilities will need investigating. Action: Clerk to forward any details she holds of funding opportunities for Halls. 

iv)
Bradlingstone Magazine entry – to enable Councillors to discuss entry

Councillors to submit updates to the Clerk for entry. 

v)
Loss of Clerk protocol – to consider emergency mitigation measures/protocol

The Clerk circulated a proposed document. To take forward for consideration/approval in January. 

vi)
Personnel Committee – Terms of Reference

Circulated for consideration. To take forward to January. 

vii)
Task & Finish Group – Terms of Reference
Cllr Sadler and the Clerk will compile a terms of reference document template. To take forward as an agenda item for January. 


97/21
Agenda items for January Meeting : Budget/Precept setting

The Chairman suggested that a an interim budget discussion be held in December prior to January’s meeting. 
98/21
Exclusion of press and public: That in accordance with s1(2) Public Bodies (Admission of Meetings) Act 1960, members of the public and press be excluded from the remainder of the meeting on the grounds that the following items to be considered involves the likely disclosure of sensitive/confidential information

The member of the public attending had already left the Meeting.

a)
To enable Councillors to receive any updates in relation to Planning Enforcement matters previously raised.

Councillors discussed a possible breach of planning. Action: Clerk to report to the Enforcement Team. 
There being no further matters to discuss the Chairman thanked everyone for attending and declared the Meeting closed at 10:05pm. 
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