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Description automatically generated]Chairman:	Cllr P Eardley
Councillors:	Cllr B Cole, Cllr D Mason; Cllr M Edwards; Cllr S Moulson; Cllr I Sadler; 
Cllr D Cliff; Cllr N Groom
Clerk:		Mrs M Joyce
Unitary Cllr:	Cllr R Aldcroft


ORDINARY MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL OF NORTON IN HALES HELD ON 12TH JULY 2023 AT THE JUBILEE HALL, NORTON IN HALES

64/23 	Welcome /Present, Apologies and/or absent 
The Chairman welcomed everyone to the Meeting declaring it open at 7:30pm.  One member of the public attended the Meeting. Apologies were received from Cllr D Cliff. 
Cllr Eardley announced Cllr Margaret Edwards has submitted her resignation from the Council. Cllr Edwards has been involved with Norton in Hales Parish Council as Clerk and Councillor for over 25 years.  Cllr Edwards made a significant and greatly valued contribution to the Parish Council and her thoughts, views, knowledge and wisdom will be much missed. 

65/23 	Declaration of Disclosable Pecuniary or any other Interests/ Requests for Dispensations of DPIs (LGA 1972 s94)
No declarations nor requests for dispensations were received. 

66/23	Approval of the Minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council held on 10th May 2023, Draft Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on 10th May 2023 and the Extraordinary Meeting held on 27th June 2023 (Local Government Act 1972, s12 p 41(1) )  
Councillors confirmed that they had received and read the Minutes of the above mentioned meetings. Cllr Cole proposed the draft Annual Parish Meeting Minutes to be a true an accurate record, seconded by Cllr Groom, all agreed. Resolved. 
Cllr Eardley proposed the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council Minutes to be a true an accurate record of the meeting, seconded by Cllr Cole, all agreed. Resolved. 
Cllr Cole proposed the Minutes of the June Extraordinary Meeting to be a true an accurate record, seconded by Cllr Sadler, all agreed. Resolved. 
The Chairman duly signed the Minutes. 

67/23	Matters arising from and action taken from the minutes (not otherwise on the agenda)
No matters were raised. 

68/23	Reports 	
i)	Unitary Councillor – The Shropshire Council Unitary Cllr is invited give a report/answer questions
Cllr Aldcroft submitted a written report via email. He gave a brief update on the traveller site in Market Drayton which requires the construction of a new layby and new access prior to any commencement of development.  
With reference to the upcoming electoral boundary review, Shropshire Council has rejected the request to move Norton in Hales to Prees Ward rather than Market Drayton East, in order to maintain balance voting numbers.  Cllr Aldcroft left the meeting having been thanked for attending. 




ii)	Councillors /Clerk to give feedback from Meetings attended
No external meetings have been attended. Cllr Cole to attend the NSAC meeting online on Monday 17th July. 

69/23	Ward Matters (to include matters relating to Highways, street lighting, maintenance, repairs etc)
a)	Betton 	Ward						
A report of debris falling from the landscaping bund due to disintegration at the site of the poultry farm development was received. Action: Clerk to report. 

b)	Norton in Hales	Ward	
Cllrs Cole and Mason reported that, despite much recent rainfall, the remedial measures put in place with a new drain in Bellaport Road and water flow now going to the drain by the car park no flooding issues have been experienced in the village.  
Repairs to the 30mph sign post entering the village from the Betton end are still outstanding and the post is lying on the verge.
The collapsed drain in Main Road is still awaiting repair. This was reported c2.5 years ago. 

c)	Footpaths 						
The Footpath Team has reported that they are still waiting for documents from the Highways Department which are needed to resolve a footpath query in Betton.

d)	Road closures
None to report.

e)	Street lighting						
The street lighting upgrade for the two lights in Napley Drive is still outstanding. Action: Clerk to chase Eon.

f)	Highways matters
No local matters were reported, however, an issue with the Staffordshire side of Napley Road was raised – the road is in poor condition due to cattle crossing. The Clerk was asked to report this to Loggerheads PC.  
An overgrown hedge was reported opp the cricket field. Action : Clerk to report for attention to Highways.

g)	Environmental Maintenance concerns			
No matters were raised. 

h)	School parking		
Cllr Mason reported an improvement as a result of a letter being sent to all parents reminding them to use the car park for drop off/collections rather than parking on the road.  Action : To continue to monitor.
									
70/23	Joint Neighbourhood Plan – update 
Cllr Sadler reported that the Plan has now reached the Launch of Statutory (Reg 16) Stage.  Responses are invited. 




71/23	Correspondence – as received and circulated by email – to enable Councillors to raise any matters for discussion –PCC safer roads funding; Place Plans Review; COVID  spring boosters; Email regarding tree work; Email regarding parking at the bowling green. 
It was noted that Helen Morgan is due to visit Norton on Friday afternoon. Cllr Sadler requested authorisation to seek assistance in efforts to obtain high speed broadband for the Parish following Openreach’s decision to shelve plans.  Councillors agreed that this issue should be raised. 
Councillors discussed emails received from a resident regarding works recently undertaken to make a tree safe.  Councillors agreed that this matter is not within the remit of the Parish Council and that they were satisfied that due diligence had been followed and the necessary consultations undertaken with the Tree Department at Shopshire council.  It was agreed that the landowner had acted within his rights and responsibilities.  The Parish Council now considers this matter closed. 
Councillors noted emails received regarding plans to install a new fence at the playground for child safeguarding/health and safety reasons. Advice has been sought from RoSPA and HSE following a representation received regarding child safety in May 2022. Cars should not be permitted within a 10m radius of a playground.  Complaints have been received regarding the proposed fencing stating that access to the Bowling Club will be compromised for less able/disabled members.  Councillors considered the matter and agreed to install a concrete path to create level access from the new gate to the entrance – a rough estimate of costs will in the region of £600 for materials.  Cllr Eardley proposed obtaining a quote and to cap costs at £650 + VAT, seconded by Cllr Mason, all agreed.  Resolved. 
A working party will be formed to install the new fencing comprised of Parish Council and Bowling Club members.  A new gate will also be required which is being sourced. 

72/23	Playground  & Grounds maintenance
a	To enable Councillors to discuss/agree repairs/maintenance needed highlighted in the annual inspection report; 
It was noted that the strimming has been done.  The Clerk queried if an invoice for the new cradle seats has been received. To pay online once received. 

b	Playground Steering Group – update
The Group will be meeting tomorrow to discuss current funding levels which are believed to be in the region of £22k and to take fundraising ideas forward.  

c	To enable Councillors to discuss the current contract/report any matters of concern
Cllr Eardley to chase the grounds maintenance contractor about the maintenance of the car park. 

73/23	Housekeeping
a)	To review and agree adoption of the following policies/protocols
Cllr Sadler proposed the acceptance of the Code of Conduct, seconded by Cllr Mason, all agreed. Resolved. 

b)	Bradlingstone magazine – to agree submission (LGA 1972 s.142) 
Cllr Cole to prepare the submission to include the 3 Parish Plan update, the Celebration Evening and thanks to Cllr Edwards for her service to the Parish Council. 

e)	Best front garden competition/Celebration event – to discuss/agree
The Best Front Garden judging will be undertaken by John Butcher on 5th August. The Celebration evening will be held on Tuesday 10th August 2023.  It was agreed that all prize winners will be invited to attend.


f)	Defibrillators					
Cllr Eardley to liaise with the landowner to establish a preferred location in Betton for a defibrillator unit. The Clerk recommended a fit for purpose stand for the unit at a cost of c£250.

g)	Parish Plan					
Covered. 

i)	Boundary review
Cllr Aldcroft’s update was noted. 

74/23	Finance
a)  	Invoices/Payments & Receipts
Cllr Moulson proposed all payments for approval, seconded by Cllr Sadler, all agreed. Resolved.

b) 	Bank reconciliation, cash book and payments and receipts summary
Cllr Mason, seconded by Cllr Sadler, proposed approving the bank reconciliation as accurate, all agreed. 



	Date
	Recipient
	Reason for Payment
	Amount to Pay
	Chq number
	Power of expenditure

	05/06/23

	Employee
	Salary
	£391.99
	So
	LGA 1972 s112 (1)

	05/07/23
	Employee
	Salary
	£391.99
	So
	LGA 1972 s112(1)

	12/07/23
	Cheswardine PC
	Training
	£50
	1803
Re issue of 1786
	LGA 1972 s111

	05/06/23

	HMRC
	PAYE
	£93.20
	1804
	LGA 1972 s112(1)

	05/07/23
	HMRC
	PAYE
	£93.20
	1805
	LGA 1972 s112(1)

	05/07/23
	HMRC
	PAYE
	£93.20
	1806
	LGA 1972 s112(1)

	22/05/23
	Watt Plastics
	Fencing
	£2,274.00
	PAID 1802
	Open spaces Act 1906 s9-10; PHA 1875 s164

	24/05/23
	Starboard Sys Ltd
	Cradle seats
	£328.32
	1807
	LGA 1972 s111

	15/05/23
	Jubilee Hall
	Room Hire
	£17.00
	1808
	LGA 1972 s111

	10/05/23
	Rolec Servs Ltd
	Management fee
	£6.06
	dd
	LGA 1972 s111

	31/05/23
	Shropshire Council
	Energy Supply
	£238.93
	dd
	Parish Council’s Act 1957 s3; Highways Act 1980 s301

	
	VOID 
	
	
	1809
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	08/07/23
	T Seabridge
	Grounds maintenance
	£3090
	1810
	Open spaces Act 1906 s9-10; PHA 1875 s164

	12/07/23
	Employee
	Expenses Nov – July
	£228.30
	1811
	LGA 1972 s111

	05/07/23
	B Walton
	Bus shelter cleaning
	£45.00
	1812
	Litter Act 1983, ss.5,6

	Date
	Payer
	Reason for payment
	Amount
	
	

	24/05/23
	Shropshire Council
	Environmental Maintenance Grant
	£1500.00
	
	

	10/05/23
	Vendelectric
	Car charging income
	£74.82
	
	



75/23	Planning (Town and Country Planning Act 1990. Sched 1, para 8) 
i)	Applications: 
23/02032/FUL  (validated: 12/05/2023)
Address:  Betton Lodge, 3 Oakley Lane, Betton, Market Drayton, Shropshire, TF9 4AF
Proposal:  Demolition of existing single storey Upvc conservatory for a single storey oak framed side extension
View online at:  http://pa.shropshire.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=RUIACOTDGWJ00
Determined prior to meeting date. 

23/02017/FUL  (validated: 30/05/2023)
Address:  The Heathers, Church Walks, Norton In Hales, Market Drayton, Shropshire, TF9 4QX
Proposal:  A porch & bedroom extension to the South West elevation & a carport extension to the existing garage.
View online at:  http://pa.shropshire.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=RUGFO4TDGVR00
Determined prior to meeting date.

ii)	Decisions: 
23/02032/FUL  (validated: 12/05/2023)
Address:  Betton Lodge, 3 Oakley Lane, Betton, Market Drayton, Shropshire, TF9 4AF
Proposal:  Demolition of existing single storey Upvc conservatory for a single storey oak framed side extension
Decision:  Grant Permission
23/01818/FUL  (validated: 10/05/2023)
Address:  Oakhurst, Forge Lane, Norton In Hales, Market Drayton, Shropshire, TF9 4QN
Proposal:  Proposed Extensions And Alterations
Decision:  Grant Permission
23/00805/FUL  (validated: 24/02/2023)
Address:  Norton Farm, Main Road, Norton In Hales, Market Drayton, Shropshire, TF9 4AT
Proposal:  Demolition of existing garage and erection of new oak four car garage with room above
Decision:  Refuse

76/23	Items for next Agenda/Parish Matters: 
An opportunity for matters of interest/concern to be brought forward for future discussion
Matters to be included as noted.  No members of the public remained. 
	
77/23	Exclusion of press and public: That in accordance with s1(2) Public Bodies (Admission of Meetings) Act 1960, members of the public and press be excluded from the remainder of the meeting on the grounds that the following items to be considered involves the likely disclosure of sensitive/confidential information
a)	To enable Councillors to raise any concerns/receive any updates in relation to Planning Enforcement matters previously raised.
No matters were raised. 

There being no further matters requiring consideration the Chairman thanked everyone for attending and declared the Meeting closed at 9:11pm.


Date of Next Ordinary Meeting: 13th September 2023
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