Minutes of the Extraordinary Parish Council Meeting held on 24th October 2018
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                                     NORTON IN HALES PARISH COUNCIL



Chair

Cllr P Eardley
Councillors
Cllr M Edwards; Cllr P Tresadern; Cllr J Nixon; Cllr N Groom
Clerk





1 Chair’s Welcome/Announcements & Public Session

The Chairman welcomed everyone to the Extraordinary Meeting of the Parish Council opening the Meeting at 7:30pm,  66 members of the public attended the Meeting. Cllr R Aldcroft was also present.  Cllr Eardley reminded the public that there are 2 vacancies on the Parish Council should anyone be interested in joining.  Cllr Eardley proposed suspending Standing Orders in order to extend the public session to 30 minutes, seconded by Cllr Edwards, all agreed.  Cllr Eardley confirmed that all Councillors had read the comments regarding planning application no: 18/04555/FUL on Shropshire Council’s website.  Cllrs Eardley invited representations from members of the public, which were received as follows:

Resident 1: Objects to the application on the grounds that it will have minimal or no benefit to the community, creating perhaps 1 job at best.  Believes that it will have a detrimental impact on the local community.  The choice of location is wrong. 70% of applications increase/expand after initial build.  Requested that the PC supports residents and objects.

Resident 2: Endorsed previous comments.  Currently 89 objections to the unit online and only one comment of support.  Has concerns about possible contamination of the River Tern and detrimental impact on local wildlife in the Tern.

Resident 3: Asked Parish Council to support the residents and object.

Objector 4: Member of the public from outside the parish, a regular user of local land for horse trials voiced an objection on the basis that the parish of Norton has a very distinctive natural landscape of great beauty which is enjoyed by many people who visit the parish for this reason to use the land for recreational purposes.  Expressed the view that it is important to save it in perpetuity.

Resident 5: Raised the point that historically there has never been a farm attached to Betton House.  In the last 5-10 years Norton has been saturated by new housing developments without any upgrading to infracture/highways.

Resident 6: Added to traffic concerns.  The narrowness of the lanes and volume/speed of local traffic has caused an increase to damage to property and cars.  Many accidents/damage have gone unreported. Suggested that these should be logged.

Resident 7: Stated that the application contravenes Core Strategy CS11, CS5 and CS13. 

Resident 8: Raised traffic and health concerns which may result from a poultry unit.  Lanes too narrow for farm vehicles to pass clearly and too few passing places available.

Objector 9: Resident and local Councillor from Muckley expressed concerns over increased traffic movements which will not be controllable.  Will be objecting.

Resident 10: A Grade II Listed property has been omitted from the list of neighbouring properties in the supporting documents.  Feels that the sample taken is not a true representation due to the turning to Ridgwardine.

Resident 11: Stated that the application is riddled with errors and the attention to detail is poor.  Concerns raised about pollution and potential poor management of the unit and resultant problems.  

Resident 12: The construction phase should be considered.  The company has no trading record or background.  No examples of proven management can be given.

Resident 13: Would like the local people and impact of the unit to be considered.

Resident 14: Raised pollution concerns.  Potential odours which will result in loss of residential and visual amenity  for local residents.  
Resident 15: Nearest resident to the proposed unit; has not received notification from the applicant. Raised concerns over the lack of requirement for an environmental impact assessment by the Environment Agency.  Disputes the claim that the unit would be ‘not out of keeping in the wider landscape’.

Resident 16: Raised concerns over visual impact and impact on residential amenity.

Resident 17: Raised concerns over the increase in vehicle movements the proposed unit would create. Local tax payers receive little in return from Shropshire Council in terms of infrastructure upgrading.  Worried about future expansion possibilities.

Resident 18: Concerns raised about local biodiversity and possible destruction of wildlife habitats. Is the holder of historic nature notes written for the Messenger, documenting decades worth of local information.  Local walkways used by residents for recreational amenity will be lost.

The Chairman closed the public session at 7:58pm thanking all attendees for coming to the Meeting and for making their  views known.  


2 Present, Apologies  and/or Absent 

Present as noted above. No apologies. 

3 Declaration of Disclosable Pecuniary or any other Interests

Cllr Nixon made a declaration of possible bias/predetermination and stated that he would not be participating in the discussion. 


4 Dispensations of DPIs if required
None required. 


5
New Planning Applications published on 11/10/2018 relating to parish of: Norton In Hales
Reference:  18/04555/FUL  (validated: 10/10/2018)

Address:  Land East Of Maer Lane, Betton, Market Drayton, Shropshire

Proposal:  Erection of a free range egg laying unit and associated feed bins, hardstandings and new highway access.

View online at:  http://pa.shropshire.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=PG1BE9TDGQV00

Cllr Aldcroft stated his intention to ask for the application to be called to be heard by the North Shropshire Planning Committee.  
The Chairman reminded the Members that the Parish Council is a consultee in the process, the determining authority is Shropshire Council. He reminded Councillors of the material grounds on which the Parish Council might comment and that these comments should be set against Local and National Planning policies.  
The Councillors raised their concerns about the application, namely detrimental impact on wildlife, highways (increase of vehicle movements, particulary HGVs), inappropriate development in an area of designated open countryside unaffiliated to any existing farm business (not a farm diversification scheme), possible contamination of the River Tern, visibility and road safety issues, no employment opportunities for local people.  Councillors noted that the land falls within the Sensitive Farming Catchment area for Natural England and that the Tern is very closely monitored as a result. Councillors agreed that an assessment must be requested to undertaken by the Environment Agency. A nearby stable block was planned but had to be re-sited at the insistence of the local authority due to river contamination concerns.  The traffic survey results were queried.  Many accidents have not been reported – Councillors felt the results were not an accurate representation.  Conditions should be imposed on any planning permission to insist minimal distances travelled on minor roads.  
Councillors agreed a unanimous objection to the proposed application. Clerk to draft a response to be submitted to Shropshire Council reserving the right to submit further comments as and when more consultee responses have been made.
The public left the Meeting at 8:17pm.

Exclusion of press and public: That in accordance with s1(2) Public Bodies (Admission of Meetings) Act 1960, members of the public and press be excluded from the remainder of the meeting on the grounds that the following items to be considered involves the likely disclosure of sensitive/confidential information

6
Neighbourhood Plans

Following consideration of the above matter, the Clerk presented a cheque for payment to settle the invoice for he electrical works carried out to the Hall as agreed previously which required settlement prior to the next meeting.  Cllr Eardley proposed payment, seconded by Cllr Nixon. Payment to be ratified at the next full Council Meeting.
The Chairman  thanked Councillors for attending and declared the Meeting closed at 8:50pm.
Exclusion of press and public: That in accordance with s1(2) Public Bodies (Admission of Meetings) Act 1960, members of the public and press be excluded from the remainder of the meeting on the grounds that the following items to be considered involves the likely disclosure of sensitive/confidential information
6
Neighbourhood Plans

Cllr Eardley advised Councillors that the Clerk had been informed by Shropshire Council, on a confidential basis, that the Market Drayton Neighbourhood Plan had failed at the examination stage and could not now proceed to referendum.  It has failed due to inadequate consultation and lack of supporting evidence for the chosen development sites.  The Town Council can now either abandon the plan and rely on the local plan to fulfil its development requirements, return to the draft plan stage and re-do it or put the plan on hold and revisit it at a later date, retaining the designated area.
Cllr Eardley reported from a meeting held the previous evening with representatives from the 3 Parishes and Eddie West from Shropshire Council. The core discussion centred around justification for the designated area.  Eddie West seems satisfied with the reasoning given.

Councillors discussed the MD NP and agreed, proposed by Cllr Eardley, seconded by Cllr Edwards, that the Clerk should write to Shropshire Council, copied to the Examiner, supporting the finding of the examination.   The Examiner’s report should be available in c2 weeks’ time.

There being no further business the Chair declared the Meeting closed at 8:50pm, thanking everyone for attending.
Date of next Ordinary Meeting: 13th November 2018
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