NORTON IN HALES PARISH COUNCIL
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Description automatically generated]Chairman:	Cllr P Eardley
Councillors:	Cllr B Cole, Cllr I Sadler; Cllr D Cliff; Cllr N Groom; Cllr A Edmonds
Clerk:		Mrs M Joyce
Unitary Cllr:	Cllr R Aldcroft

ORDINARY MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL OF NORTON IN HALES HELD ON 
22nd November 2023 AT THE JUBILEE HALL, NORTON IN HALES

93/23 	Welcome /Present, Apologies and/or absent 
The Chairman welcomed everyone present and declared the Meeting open at 7:30pm.  Three members of the public attended the Meeting.  A resident thanked the Parish Council for reporting Betton’s broken visibility mirror.  It was reported that the 30mph sign in Norton has been fixed.  The road works in Maer Lane have been rescheduled.

94/23	Co-option of Councillor – to receive and consider applications/co-opt a Councillor
The Parish Council has received three applications for co-option. Two applicants attended the Meeting. The third sent apologies.  The applicants were invited to introduce themselves to the Council members, giving background information and reasons as to why they wished to be co-opted.  Cllr Cole proposed that Alison Edmonds be co-opted to represent the Betton Ward, seconded by Cllr Groom. The other applicants received one proposal each.  Cllr Eardley voted in favour of Alison Edmonds.  Agreed. Cllr Edmonds appointment to the Council was resolved. Forms were completed as required. 

95/23	Declaration of Disclosable Pecuniary or any other Interests/ Requests for Dispensations of DPIs (LGA 1972 s94)
None declared. 
 
96/23	Approval of the Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on 13th September 2023 (Local Government Act 1972, s12 p 41(1) )  
Councillors confirmed that they had received and read the Minutes of the meeting held on 12th July 2023.  Cllr Cliff proposed the Minutes to be a true an accurate record, seconded by Cllr Cole, all agreed. Resolved.  The Chairman duly signed the Minutes. 

97/23	Matters arising from and action taken from the minutes (not otherwise on the agenda)
No matters were raised. 

98/23	Reports 	
i)	Unitary Councillor – The Shropshire Council Unitary Cllr is invited give a report/answer questions
Cllr Aldcroft’s report: 
Firstly, may I say a big thank you to all who took part in and supported the Armistice and Remembrance Ceremonies over the weekend. There are many families and service personnel who benefit from the work of the Royal British Legion throughout the year and from the Armed Forces Covenant to which Shropshire Council is a signatory.
This is the first report since the scrapping of HS2 which no doubt brings relief to the residents of Woore, however there are some issues to be resolved regarding land purchases, works to improve road surfaces, school crossings. Road Safety improvements funding from HS2 may now be lost which may affect when and how we proceed in the near future.

North - West Relief Road
The Northern Planning Committee gave approval to this controversial project two weeks ago, which should improve traffic flows around Shrewsbury and particularly from our end to the A5 and hospital.
MD Markets Internal and ExternalExtensive talks have and are taking place between MDTC, LSD and Officers of Shropshire Council to breathe new life into both the Indoor and Outdoor Markets in the town. Firstly with better promotion and then a reduction in stall costs until March 2024.
Nursing Home Gt Hales St
A planning appeal hearing has now been held in Oswestry with an Inspector due to give a decision on whether a 60bed nursing home can be built on the site of the old Phoenix Garage.

Environment
Shropshire Council currently has a working group examining water quality throughout the county. Liaising with all agencies and voluntary organisations. As I am a member I would like to hear from Town or parish councillors who have concerns regarding water sources and contamination in our division.

Taxi’s
I shall be meeting with Officers from the Licensing Dept of SCC shortly to discuss the shortage of Taxi vehicles available particularly from early evening onward.

Planning enforcement
Enforcement Officers have visited five sites within our area in the last 6 weeks, no serious actions have been taken.

Cllr Aldcroft informed Councillors that there is a national shortage of lamp posts hence the reason why some are not being replaced.  Water quality was raised – no issues reported from Norton. Cllr Aldcroft was thanked for attending the meeting. 

ii)	Councillors /Clerk to give feedback from Meetings attended
No meetings have been attended. 

99/23	Ward Matters (to include matters relating to Highways, street lighting, maintenance, repairs etc)
a)	Betton 	Ward
The mirror has been reported and relining works requested.  Water run off issues reported in Betton again.  Standing water was also reported in Moss Lane.  To be reported on FixMyStreet. 	
b)	Norton in Hales	Ward	
The road surfacing at Bearstone View is still outstanding.  
Flooding issues now seem to be resolved in the village – all drains appear to be coping.
There has been a fault registered with one of the charging units. No parts have been available. It appears to now be working again.  An extender might be needed to boot the signal for each charger. These are c£60 each plus installation.   
c)	Footpaths 
Silver Close footpath is not surfaced to a decent standard. Action: Clerk to check with footpaths as to what the planning permission stated in relation to surface standard.				
d)	Road closures
A recent closure was not advertised in advance. Notices put in the village but not at the By Ways for Maer Lane closure.  
e)	Street lighting	
All ok. 					
f)	Highways matters – covered. 
g)	Environmental Maintenance concerns	- nothing was raised of concern. 		
h)	School parking	
On street parking has significantly increased over recent months with the staff also parking along Main Road.  Usage of the car park for School drop offs seems to have dramatically reduced. Action : Clerk to write to the Education Department to highlight the health and safety concern.
i)	Playing field – covered under 102/23.
										
100/23	Joint Neighbourhood Plan – no update 

101/23	Correspondence – as received and circulated by email – to enable Councillors to raise any matters for discussion: Smithfield Riverside Development review; Public place protection order; 
Emergency planning training
Norton Plus Statement – very few calls seem to have been received. 

102/23	Playground  & Grounds maintenance
a	To enable Councillors to discuss/agree repairs/maintenance needed highlighted in the annual inspection report 2023; 
One medium item of concern was raised in the report.  Algae needs spraying off on multiplay.  It was agreed that Cllr Eardley would do this (c£25).  Councillors to review the multiplay and identify if any parts are needed to replace existing.  Concerns have been raised locally about the fencing however no remedial action was raised in the report.  Cllr Cole proposed spraying and ordering of any parts required as H&S risk remdial work, seconded by Cllr Cliff, all agreed. Resolved. 
Cllr Eardley reported that the playground hasn’t been mown recently. MP Agri Services has undertaken this work for the Council as requested.  Councillors discussed the reports and if they cover the entire field or just the playground.  
A new gate has been requested by the Bowling Club at a cost of £250+VAT for the bottom end by the clubhouse. Cllr Sadler proposed the expenditure, seconded by Cllr Cliff, all agreed. Resolved. 
Car parking on the field was discussed.  Councillors queried why more members don’t use the community car park.  A suggestion has been received that a gate is installed nearer the Church as an additional car park exit.  It has been further suggested that another gate could be installed in the wall by the Old Rectory.  Tree removal and planning permission would probably be required.  
Two sycamore trees in the playground need to be removed as they are hollow and rotting inside. Playing Fields Association to deal with. 
A new sign was proposed for the playground. To take forward. 
b	Playground Steering Group – update
A GoFundMe page has been set up. Designs are being considered. A desired target of 2024 has been agreed. 


103/23	Housekeeping
a) Bradlingstone magazine – to agree submission (LGA 1972 s.142) 
Cllr Cole to submit an entry to include co-option details and the Britain in Bloom results.

b) Celebration event – feedback
Councillors agreed that the event had gone very well. The net cost to the Council is c£100-150. Councillors will organise an event to the same format in 2024. 

c) In Bloom results 
Congratulations were conveyed to the Group for a fantastic achievement.   
Councillors discussed a potential judge for next year’s Best Front Garden event. Cllr Cole to make enquiries.  

d) Defibrillators	
Permission has been given to install a defibrillator in Betton. The landowner wishes to have a licence put in place. To be installed on a plinth.  Action: To take forward. 								
104/23	Finance
a) Invoices/Payments & Receipts
Cllr Groom proposed all payments for approval, seconded by Cllr Cliff, all agreed. Resolved. 

b) Bank reconciliation to year end, cash book and payments and receipts summary
Councillors confirmed that they had received all reports and statements. Cllr Eardley proposed signing off the reconciliation as accurate, seconded by Cllr Cole, all agreed. Resolved. 

c) NALC Salary Scale Review/Award – to consider/agree the pay award as recommended 
Cllr Eardley proposed the salary increase as recommended at £1ph backdated to April, seconded by Cllr Sadler, all agreed. Resolved. 

d) Hall Wi-Fi provision
Cllr Sadler proposed accepting the BT contract to provide Wifi to the Hall to replace the PlusNet service, seconded by Cllr Eardley, all agreed. Resolved. 

e) Internal Auditor’s report
Cllr Cole proposed accepting the report and findings within, seconded by Cllr Groom, all agreed. An interim report for the 2023-34 financial year has been received and noted. 

f) Funding request – In Bloom Group
A funding request has been received for £100 to provide Christmas lights. Cllr Cliff proposed approving the grant, seconded by Cllr Sadler, all agreed. Resolved. 

g) Hugo Fox – website costs
The Clerk confirmed that the first direct debit payment has been taken. 

I) NIH Community Sports Club – funding request £400 
Cllr Groom proposed approving the grant, seconded by Cllr Sadler, all agreed. Resolved. 

j)	Funding request – Community website -  Cllr Cole declared an interest and did not participate in the discussion. 
A request for £200 has been received. Cllr Eardley proposed approving the grant, seconded by Cllr Cliff, all agreed. Resolved. 
k)	Budget 2024-25
Cllr Eardley proposed a 5% uplift be applied to the budget set for 2023-24, seconded by Cllr Cliff, all agreed. Action: to take forward to January to agree and set the precept requirement. 


	Date
	Recipient
	Reason for Payment
	Amount to Pay
	Chq number
	Power of expenditure

	05/10/23
	Employee
	Salary
	£391.99
	So
	LGA 1972 s112 (1)

	05/11/23
	Employee
	Salary
	£391.99
	So
	LGA 1972 s112(1)

	05/10/23
	HMRC
	PAYE
	£93.20
	1816
	LGA 1972 s112(1)

	05/11/23
	HMRC
	PAYE
	£146.60
	1817
	LGA 1972 s112(1)

	22/11/23
	Employee 
	Salary adj
	£199.99
	1818
	

	13/11/23
	Employee
	Expenses
	£118.50
	1819
	LGA 1972 s111

	04/11/23
	B Walton
	Bus shelter cleaning
	£25.00
	1821
	Litter Act 1983, ss.5,6

	06/11/23
	MP Garden & Agri Services
	Mowing
	£60.00
	1821
	PHA 1875 x164; OSA 1906 ss9&10

	22/05/23
	SDH Accts
	Internal Audit
	£190.75
	1822
	LGA 1972 s94

	24/10/23
	P Eardley
	Expenses - playground
	£146.10
	1821
	LGA 1972 s111

	19/10/23
	S Moulson 
	Expenses – celebration evening
	£170.59
	1824
	LGA 1972 s111

	12/10/23
	B Cole
	Expenses – celebration evening
	£80.00
	1823
	LGA 1972 s111

	22/11/23
	P Eardley
	Expenses
	£146.10
	1825
	LGA 1972 s111

	22/11/23
	NIH Sports Club
	Grant
	£400.00
	1826
	PHA 1875 x164; OSA 1906 ss9&10

	22/11/23
	NIH.org
	Grant
	£200.00
	1827
	LGA 1972 s142

	22/11/23
	NIH In Bloom
	Grant
	£100.00
	1828
	LGA 1972, section 144

	22/09/23
	Eon
	Street light replacement
	£1,139.77
	Paid
	PCA 1957 s3; HA 1980 s301

	06/07/23
	MP Garden & Agri Services
	Playground tidying
	£40.00
	Paid
	PHA 1875 x164; OSA 1906 ss9&10

	20/09/23
	Shropshire Council
	Waste removal – remote graveyard
	£237.00
	DD
	LGA 1972 s215



105/23	Planning (Town and Country Planning Act 1990. Sched 1, para 8) 
i)	Applications: 
23/04582/FUL  (validated: 23/10/2023)
Address:  The Haven, Norton In Hales, Market Drayton, Shropshire, TF9 3TW
Proposal:  Erection of two storey extension to rear of existing dwelling to include re-roofing of existing single storey annexe, and installation of new septic tank
View online at:  http://pa.shropshire.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=S2UA21TDKW700
No comments. 

23/03892/TCA  (validated: 12/09/2023)
Address:  Chapel House, Chapel Lane, Norton In Hales, Market Drayton, Shropshire, TF9 4AU
Proposal:  Various works to trees (see schedule) within Norton in Hales Conservation Area
View online at:  http://pa.shropshire.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=S0H3V2TDJTF00
Noted. 

ii)	Decisions: None


106/23	Items for next Agenda/Parish Matters: 
An opportunity for matters of interest/concern to be brought forward for future discussion
Budget; Precept requirement

107/23	Exclusion of press and public: That in accordance with s1(2) Public Bodies (Admission of Meetings) Act 1960, members of the public and press be excluded from the remainder of the meeting on the grounds that the following items to be considered involves the likely disclosure of sensitive/confidential information
a) To enable Councillors to raise any concerns/receive any updates in relation to Planning Enforcement matters previously raised.
No matters were raised. 

There being no further business for discussion, the Chairman thanked everyone for attending and declared the Meeting closed at 9:30pm. 



Date of Next Ordinary Meeting: 10th January 2024
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