

NORTON IN HALES PARISH COUNCIL
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Description automatically generated]Chairman:	Cllr P Eardley
Councillors:	Cllr B Cole, Cllr D Mason; Cllr M Edwards; Cllr S Moulson; Cllr I Sadler; 
Cllr D Cliff; Cllr N Groom
Clerk:		Mrs M Joyce

Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council held on 8th March 2023 at the Jubilee Hall Norton in Hales at 7:30pm
[bookmark: _Hlk108618249]14/23	Chairman’s welcome, apologies, announcements & Public Session (No decisions to be taken) The Chairman welcomed everyone to the Meeting declaring it open at 7:30pm. Two members of the public attended the meeting.  Apologies were received from Cllr R Aldcroft.  
Two residents from Norton Meadows attended to advise that they are in the process of setting up a management committee for the development and wished to advise the Council that, as a result, the footpath from Pear Tree Croft to Forge Lane has now been transferred to the management committee from the developer. They are seeking information regarding their responsibilities towards the path. Members of the Parish Council supplied contact information.  Cllr Cole informed the residents that the Parish Council will be holding a welcome to the village event to which all newcomers will be invited.

15/23	To receive Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary (or any other) Interests or Dispensation Requests in accordance with the Code of Conduct 
No declarations or requests for dispensations were received. 

16/23	Approval of the Minutes  (Local Government Act 1972, s12 p41(1) )
To approve the draft Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council held on 11th January 2023
Councillors confirmed that they had received and read the Minutes of the last Meeting. Cllr Cole proposed them to be a true and accurate record of the Meeting, seconded by Cllr Groom, all agreed. The Chairman duly signed the Minutes. Resolved. 

17/23	Action taken and matters arising from the Minutes (which are not otherwise included on the agenda)
Cllr Eardley raised the problem with surface drainage water flooding at the triangle in Betton
Cllr Cole reported that the pothole in Main Road has been reported again. Several have been resprayed for attention but no action as yet. 
Cllr Mason requested funding (as raised at January’s meeting) to support Coronation celebrations being provided in the village. The Coronation will be screened in the Hall, with strawberries and champagne provided. The main events will be on the nominated Celebration day on the Sunday with activities being held on the cricket ground. There will also be a volunteer day on the Monday for support work for local groups. Cllr Mason requested funds of £600 to support the event (sound system etc).   PLI will be needed for the events. The Clerk was asked to get a quote / check the current insurance cover.  Cllr Sadler proposed a funding of £600, Cliff seconded the proposal, all agreed. Cllr Mason to submit expenses to cover the expenditure. Resolved. 

18/23	Reports 	
i)	Unitary Councillor – The Shropshire Council Unitary Cllr is invited give a report/answer questions
The Clerk relayed Cllr Aldcroft’s report in his absence. 

ii)	Councillors /Clerk to give feedback from Meetings attended
Cllr Cole attended the NSAC meeting in January.  Two presentations were given, the first on managing the flood waters, the second on safeguarding and community responsibility which affects all Parish Councils. The Minutes will be circulated again for information. 

19/23	Three Parishes Neighbourhood Plan – an update
Cllr Sadler reported that the Regulation 14 comment document has now been submitted.  The Plan is now nearing completion.	

20/23	Ward Matters	- to enable Councillors to raise local matters requiring attention
a)	Betton 	Ward	
Surface road water was reported as still being a problem by the Betton triangle. Cllr Groom reported that the drains have been jetted in that area.  Action: Clerk to request update/site visit from Highways. 
Cllr Mouslon reported pothole on Rigwardine Lane via FixMyStreet but she is not aware if it has been fixed as yet. To report again if still outstanding. 
Cllr Edwards reminded Councillors that a Betton/Norton in Hales wildlife corridor suggestion was made via the Neighbourhood Plan survey.  Cllr Moulson volunteered to contact the resident who raised the suggestion.  Councillors discussed how it could be taken forward. It would require landowner co-operation.  Landowners could sign up to government scheme for funding. The old railway line was put forward as a suggestion as a natural corridor.  
					
b)	Norton in Hales	Ward
Cllr Sadler gave an update on the progress of the development at Bearstone View.  The sale of number 14 has fallen through however the road should now be developed.  
Councillors discussed the recent flooding between the pub and Church Walk. The gullies have been jetted and the flooding has now cleared. No further flooding issues.
The Members reported that there is an increase of people parking outside the School again on Main Road again rather than using the car park.  Councillors agreed that this is very disappointing after such excellent take up of the car park initially.  Cllr Mason will take this up with the school.  Cllr Groom reported a recent incident where a fire engine experienced difficulty passing through Main Road as a result of the parking.  Cllr Aldcroft is making enquiries as to whether CiL Local funding could be provided to resolve the pavement issues.  Councillors have raised the dangerous footway issues with Shropshire Council who are responsible for the footways and would be liable for any accidents. One possible solution would be to take out the footway on one side and widen the other.  All overhanging hedges have been dealt with.  
	
c)	Footpaths 
No feedback from the Moss Lane footpath from Shropshire council.  Action: Clerk to chase a response.  
						
d)	Road closures
Road closure in Bellaport road on 7th March noted.  Councillors noted that the A53 to A41 will be closed for 6 weeks.  

e)	Street lighting	
All working.
					
f)	Highways matters inc footways
Covered under previous items

g)	Environmental Maintenance concerns
No matters were raised. 
			
h)	Potholes, fly tipping reports etc	
Covered under previous item

i)	Village Hall						
Cllr Groom informed Councillors that there will be a meeting next week.

j) 	Street lights
Covered.

k)	P3 Group update									
 Councillors noted that the present co-ordinator is remaining in post
				
21/23	Community car park – to discuss: 
a)	Car charging points & lighting – to raise any concerns
All reported as working well.  

b)	Height restricting barrier – to consider installing 
Cllr Eardley reported that the quote he was chasing for has not been received. 
Councillors considered the potential risk of unwanted occupancy in the car park. The insurance policy gives cover for damage.  Cllr Eardley proposed that the Parish Council should not install a height restricting barrier at this time due to the low level of risk, mainly due to access, seconded by Cllr Cliff. The motion was carried by a majority. The lease stipulates that the Parish Council should install a gate but not a height restricting barrier.  If the landowner requests the installation of the gate the Parish Council will comply.  

c)	Grounds maintenance
Cllr Moulson requested 4 bags of mulch to be purchased at £48 per bag plus £25 delivery charge for the car park.  Cllr Eardley will place a water tank on site for the summer watering. Cllr Moulson proposed that 4 bags be ordered, seconded by Cllr Cole, all agreed.  Cllr Moulson stated that  she is intending to weed, water then lay the mulch.  Cllr Eardley will place the order for the Parish Council to be invoiced.  
Cllr Eardley reported that he needs to speak to the grounds maintenance contractor regarding maintenance of the car park/jubilee bed.
	
22/23	Playground  
a)	To enable Councillors to discuss the annual inspection report and any findings
Cllr Eardley reported that he has inspected the equipment in relation to the report.  The cradle seats were replaced in 2019.  They are cracked at the base through perishing.  To discuss with Wicksteed as there may be a warranty in place. Cllr Eardley provided photographs.  

b)	Playground Steering Group – update
Fundraising has been started by Cllr Cliff which has so far has promises of £2.5k, in addition to £575 raised.  The money raised will be paid into the Parish Council account and will be earmarked for the playground refurbishment. The group will be liaising with the School to get input from the children. They are currently talking to various  companies to get designs and quotes.  Events held in the village this year will feature fundraising for the playground.  Cllr Groom queried future provision of disabled car parking spaces for the bowls club. This will be kept in mind.  The Group aims to have £30k by the end of the year for match funding.  The Parish Council has so far earmarked c£9.2k Neighbourhood Fund money and £10k from a VAT reclaim for the refurbishment. 
 
c)	Fencing – quote for consideration 
A quote of £2274 inc vat has been received for fencing for the playground. The Clerk reminded the Councillors that three quotes will be needed.  Only one has been received so far.  
Councillors queried if 2 gates will be needed (anti bullying measures).  To investigate.

23/23	Planning (Town and Country Planning Act 1990. Sched 1, para 8. Under this Local Government Act, the Parish Council is consulted by Shropshire Council for its view on new planning applications. NB: Shropshire Council is the determining planning authority)

a)	Applications: 
23/00317/FUL  (validated: 06/02/2023)
Address:  Betton Lodge, 3 Oakley Lane, Betton, Market Drayton, Shropshire, TF9 4AF
Proposal:  Erection of livestock building, storage barn and stable
View online at:  http://pa.shropshire.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=RP07HTTDLX300
One objection has been noted. No concerns were raised as the proposals will be supporting an existing business.  Cllr Cliff, proposed supporting the scheme, seconded by Cllr Groom all agreed. Support. 

Councillors discussed a recent application to discharge condition 1 of an existing local permission. Concerns were raised over recent landscaping works, namely a bund which has been put in.  Councillors queried if this was part of the permission. A post and rail fence has been installed across the proposed entrance.  

b)	Decisions 
22/05676/FUL  (validated: 11/01/2023)
Address:  Willow Cottage, 1 Betton Cottages, Betton, Market Drayton, Shropshire, TF9 4AB
Proposal:  Erection of single storey wrap round rear extension with double height kitchen extension
Decision:  Grant Permission

22/05466/LBC  (validated: 20/12/2022)
Address:  Betton Old Hall, Betton, Market Drayton, Shropshire, TF9 4AE
Proposal:  Removal of boiler and flue from study and installation of external boiler affecting a Grade II Listed Building
Decision:  Grant Permission

24/23	Correspondence 
a)	SALC information bulletins and legal topic notes; Training programme; Legal topic notes; HGL meeting; Local Policing Charter;
3 main policing concerns: no specific concerns raised. 
b)	To acknowledge any other correspondence received/raise any matters of interest/concern
c)	Road Closure notice:
Road Closure:  From A53 Junction Market Drayton To A41 Junction 
Start Date: 13th March2023 End Date: 20th April 2023
Purpose: Road Closure - New Supply Works Promoter:   National Grid Company
Works Promoter Ref: HM5252390737-02
Enforcement pattern for From A53 Junction Market Drayton To A41 Junction:All the time
 You can view the closure and diversion route by clicking here:  https://one.network/?tm=132847012

The Clerk relayed an offer which she has received to gift to the Parish Council the land on which the phone kiosk stands. A plaque of recognition and the payment of legal fees to cover the transfer of the remainder of the 999 year lease would be the only condition. The Councillors have previously considered moving the kiosk to a more central village location however having asked residents there does not appear to be an appetite locally to move it.  To put on next agenda for consideration. 

25/23	Housekeeping 
a)	Bradlingstone Magazine entry – to enable Councillors to discuss entry submissions
Councillors agreed that the next entry should promote the use of FixMyStreet for reporting local issues. This will also be advertised on Facebook. 
The welcome event will be publicised. 

b) 	To agree the date of the Annual Parish Meeting 
Councillors agreed to hold this on the same night as the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council.  To start at 7pm, Wednesday 10th May. To advertise these meetings in The Bradlingstone.

c)	Review of policies and protocols: Co-option policy/Defibrillator policy
Cllr Eardley proposed adoption of the Co-option policy, seconded by Cllr Moulson, all agreed. To take the defibrillator policy forward to May.
Cllr Eardley suggested organising some defibrillator training evening. Action: Clerk to ask Loggerheads First Responders if they can provide some training. A donation could be made as a thank you.  

d)	Welcome/meet your Councillors event – to discuss 
Cllr Cole suggesting holding an informal event for new residents in late April at the Hinds Head, with the Parish Council providing a welcome drink and snacks.  Ideally the event would be hosted by Councillors and perhaps representatives from local groups.   This could be advertised on the  website, Facebook, Bradlingstone and with a door to door invitation drop to new houses and newly sold houses in the village.  The Councillors discussed the proposals.  Cllr Eardley proposed a budget of £250 for the event, seconded by Cllr Sadler, all agreed. Resolved. 

26/23	Finance
a)	Balances for information (Cash book, receipts & payment summary & bank reconciliation)
Councillors confirmed that they had received copies of the latest financial reports and statements. Cllr Sadler proposed approving the reconciliation, seconded by Cllr Edwards, all agreed. Councillors noted the VAT reclaim, £10k of which has been allocated to the playground refurbishment project. 

b)	To approve payments inc those received post agenda
Cllr Cliff, seconded by Cllr Mason, proposed all payments for approval, all agreed. 

c)	Defibrillator purchase – to consider
defib for betton. Resident approached to insatll one in betton. To decide exact location.  To take forward.  To get fixed quote for defib and cabinet and post. 

d)	Year end preparation – confirmation of receipt of Practitioners Guide 2022
received and noted

e)	Funding request from the Bradlingstone Magazine
A funding request has been received from the Magazine for £300 (an increase of £50 on previous requests)– the request is an increase on what was budgeted for.  Costs of producing the magazine were discussed.  The magazine is viewed as a community asset and as such the funding request was proposed by Cllr Cole, seconded by Cllr Groom. Cllr Cole gave overview of plans for an overhaul of the village communications which is being looked into which will involve upgrading the website, Facebook page etc. A booking system will be added onto the website for the Hall.  He stated that the grant funding requests for the magazine and website will be merged going forward.  The accounts provided by the magazine were noted. A set of accounts will be required from the website to confirm how the annual grant money has been spent.  Cllr Eardley proposed payment of £300 to be made after 1st April, seconded by Cllr Groom, all agreed. 

f)	NIH Recreation Field Annual Grant 
An annual grant request has been received for £400 which was approved under 26/23 b).

g)	VAT registration 
Cllr Eardley reported that he and the Clerk are looking into whether the Council should register for VAT in relation to the car charging units. Currently a report is received confirming monthly income and an invoice for a management service charge on which VAT is charged.  The Parish Council is registered with the charging unit company on the basis that it is not registered for VAT.  Cllr Sadler stated that VAT is paid for services not income.  The Parish Council pays VAT on the supply it pays for from British Gas, which it can then reclaim.  The Clerk is trying to establish if the income has a VAT element charged on it. The Clerk requested advice from SALC, NALC and Cllr Eardley from an accountant.  Cllr Eardley proposed not registering at this time until further information has been received from the car charger unit company, seconded by Cllr Groom, all agreed. 

h)	Inclusion of the Norton defib on the Parish Council insurance policy. The Clerk confirmed that the unit and the cabinet are included. 

g)	Confirmation of VAT reclaim – reclaimed £12,696.75
	Date of invoice
	Recipient
	Purpose
	Amount
	Chq No
	Power of Expenditure

	05/03/23
	HMRC 
	PAYE 
	£93.20
	1781
	LGA 1972 s112

	05/02/23
	Employee
	Salary 
	£373.02
	SO
	LGA 1972 s112

	05/03/23
	Employee
	Salary 
	£373.02
	SO
	LGA 1972 s112

	02/03/23
	B Walton
	Bus shelter cleaning
	£40.00
	1782
	Litter Act 1983 ss5-6

	20/02/23
	Plusnet
	Broadband
	£30.18
	DD
	LGA 1972 s111

	18/01/23
	Plusnet
	Broadband
	£30.18
	DD
	LGA 1972 s111

	08/03/23
	NIH Community Sports Club
	Annual Grant
	£400
	1783
	Parish Councils Act 1957 s3; Highways Act 1980 s301

	02/02/23
	British Gas
	Energy supply
	£108.31
	DD
	Parish Councils Act 1957 s3; Highways Act 1980 s301

	
	Mrs J Evans
	3 Parish Plan admin fee
	£288.00
	1784
	LGA 1972 s111

	
	NIH Jubilee Hall
	Room Hire
	£17.00
	1785
	LGA 1972 s111

	08/03/23
	Cheswardine PC 
	Clerk’s shared training fee
	£50.00
	1786
	LGA 1972 s111

	
	SALC
	Training fee (Cllr)
	£30.00
	1787
	LGA 1972 s111

	
	SLCC
	Book purchase
	£10.46
	1788
	LGA 1972 s111



The In Bloom Group thanked the Parish Council for giving permission to plant commemorative crab apple trees at the car park. This will be done on 21st March with the School children in car park after school.  Time to be confirmed. 

27/23	Agenda items for the May (10th) Meeting which will be the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council 



28/23	Exclusion of press and public: That in accordance with s1(2) Public Bodies (Admission of Meetings) Act 1960, members of the public and press be excluded from the remainder of the meeting on the grounds that the following items to be considered involves the likely disclosure of sensitive/confidential information
a)	To enable Councillors to raise any concerns/receive any updates in relation to Planning Enforcement matters previously raised.

No members of the public remained. 
There being no further business to discuss, the Chairman thanked everyone for attending and declared the Meeting closed at 9:41pm.
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