


Norton In Hales Parish Council

Chairman:	Cllr P Eardley
Councillors:	Cllr D Cliff; Cllr S Moulson; Cllr A Edmonds
Unitary Cllr:	Cllr R Aldcroft

ORDINARY MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL OF NORTON IN HALES HELD ON 
13th March 2024 AT THE JUBILEE HALL, NORTON IN HALES


122/24 	Welcome /Present, Apologies and/or absent & Announcements
The Chairman welcomed everyone to the March Meeting of the Parish Council, declaring it open at 7:30pm.  Apologies were received from Cllr I Sadler, Cllr D Mason, Cllr Cole and Mrs M Joyce (Clerk).  
A resident informed the Council that he will be stepping down from being coordinator of P3 Group on 1st April 2024.  No one has come forward to take on his role.  Other members of the P3 unwilling to be coordinator. This leaves two alternatives for the P3 Group: 
a) the group is disbanded
b) a member of the PC take on the role of coordinator.
The Parish Council will discuss this at the meeting in May.
Two residents from Bearstone View attended the meeting to ask if the Parish Council has influence to make the developers fulfil their obligation and build the road now that the final bungalow has been sold.  The Parish Council advised that Shropshire Council, through Roy Aldcroft, can and will get involved if necessary. Cllr Aldcroft and Mr Harding exchanged contact details and will liaise. No further action required by Parish Council.

123/24	Declaration of Disclosable Pecuniary or any other Interests/ Requests for Dispensations of DPIs	(LGA 1972 s94)
No declarations were received. 

124/24	Approval of the Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on 10th January 2023 (Local Government Act 1972, s12 p 41(1) )  
Councillors confirmed that they had received and read the Minutes of the last Meeting. Cllr Eardley proposed them to be a true and accurate record of the Meeting, seconded by Cllr Groom, all agreed. The Chairman duly signed the Minutes. Resolved.

125/24	Matters arising from and action taken from the minutes (not otherwise on the agenda)
No matters were raised. 

126/24	Reports 	
i)	Unitary Councillor – The Shropshire Council Unitary Cllr is invited give a report/answer questions
Unitary Councillor Roy Aldcroft - consultations are taking place at SC as to how they make £62m worth of savings in their budget. Looking at possible staff redundancies of 300.  Parish Councils may have to take on works such as drain clearance. Rural Libraries will not be affected by cuts.
Cllr Eardley again brought up the matter of water on the Drayton Road and Betton Wood turning. Cllr Aldcroft is looking into it.  Cllr Eardley had meeting with Jonathan Stigwood to discuss possible scenarios.
The resurfacing of the Betton Hall pothole is not fit for purpose and will show signs of disintegration before long.  Cllr Aldcroft will contact Highways to sort.
Cllr Eardley asked Cllr Aldcroft if there will be a reduction in the Precept from Shropshire Council because of all the cuts they are having to make.
ii)	Councillors /Clerk to give feedback from Meetings attended
No meetings have been attended. 

127/24	Ward Matters (to include matters relating to Highways, street lighting, maintenance, repairs etc)
a)	Betton 	Ward						
A lot of surface water has built up on Moss Lane making it very difficult for residents to access and leave their properties.  Water from the adjacent fields is believed to be responsible. 
There has been some road subsidence on the Betton Wood road.

b)	Norton in Hales	Ward	
Cllr Groom brought to the Council’s attention that a resident has had a number of bottles thrown onto his property

c)	Footpaths 						
No matters were raised. 

d)	Road closures
The closure of the Napley Road was noted. 

e)	Street lighting						
No matters to report. 

f)	Highways matters
No further matters were raised. 

g)	Environmental Maintenance concerns			
Nothing to report. 

h)	School parking	
Councillors discussed the ongoing issues. Cllr Edmonds suggested that the school place cones in front of the school.

i)	Playing field
Playing fields - M Pryce Agri Services has cut the grass. The Playing fields committee is looking into putting a gate by The Rectory to alleviate parking problems.										
128/24	Joint Neighbourhood Plan – update 
No update was available. 

129/24	Correspondence – as received and circulated by email – to enable Councillors to raise any matters for discussion: SALC & NALC bulletins; SaTH updates; SC Leader newletters; SALC training; Public space protection order consultation; Freedom fibre updates;  D Day celebrations; Market Drayton town centre stakeholder consultation; 10 steps to net zero leaflet; SC planning enforcement update; 
No matters were raised for discussion.


130/24	Playground  & Grounds maintenance
a	To enable Councillors to discuss/agree repairs/maintenance needed highlighted in the annual inspection report 2023 – update
Spare parts have been ordered. Cllrs Eardley and Cliff to organise a work party once they arrive. There is an 8 week lead time for deliveries. 

b	Playground Steering Group – update
Cllr Mason will be writing article for inclusion into the Bradlingstone magazine asking for financial support and setting up a GoFundMe site.

131/24	Housekeeping
a)	Bradlingstone magazine – to agree submission (LGA 1972 s.142) 
Bradlingstone article from PC – Cllr Moulson to write in Cllr Cole’s absence and send to the Clerk for approval.

b)	Biodiversity policy – to agree/adopt 
To agree/adopt at meeting in May

c)	Defibrillators – feedback from Highways on proposed site at By Ways/ To discuss process to apply & fee 
The Clerk and Chairman area investigating the possibility of a Byways location. A fee to install a unit on the verge will be charged. Cllr Groom proposed and Cllr Edmonds seconded that process of applying is started. All agreed, resolved. 

d)	Strategic objectives policy
Nothing to report. 

e)	Gov.uk domain name/Council email addresses – to discuss
To discuss further in May with an update from the Clerk. 

f)	NIH In Bloom request to place planters on Horsewash area
Bloom Group request - to place 6 large wooden troughs along the back line of the hedge.  Provisional approval was granted provided the troughs were placed on wooden blocks so easy removal by fork lift truck if Land Registry disallows.  This was agreed by Sarah Moulson, Chairwoman of The Bloom Group.  
The Parish Council was asked if they would like to sponsor a new barrel with name plaque for £45.00.  Decision to be made at meeting in May.

h)	Best front garden competition – update	
Cllr Moulson updated council about judge chosen. A piece has been written for Bradlingstone magazine for insertion this month.  Cllr Moulson to email Councillors to decide if Celebration Evening should be held back till results from Britain In Bloom competition on the 21st October.  Decision to be made asap and village hall booked accordingly and date circulated. A judge has been found. 

i)	Official portrait scheme – update
Cllrs Cliff and Edmonds proposed and seconded that the Clerk apply for official photograph.

j)	Policy reviews								
Standing Orders, Financial Regulations, Risk Assessment review: To take forward to May’s Meeting. 


132/24	Finance
a)  	Invoices/Payments & Receipts
Jim Blackburn has requested payment from the PC for a replacement gate for the Bowls Club.  The Clerk  to follow up. Councillors present knew nothing about it.
Church clock – Funding request received however too late to have been included in time for consideration at this meeting. To discuss at meeting in May.
The Clerk will be asked to pay all invoices via online banking rather than leave payment by cheque for a further two months . Cllr Eardley proposed, seconded by Cllr Cliff, all agreed. Resolved. 

b) 	Bank reconciliation to year end, cash book and payments and receipts summary
It was agreed that the reconciliation be approved as accurate by Cllr Eardley. 

c)	Hall Wi-Fi provision - udpate
Following the cancellation of previous orders (by BT Openreach) a new order has been opened.  
Cllr Groom will meet Openreach on the 27th March (first and second appointments have been cancelled by Openreach). Cllr Eardley asked the question if the Parish Council has stopped paying Plusnet which could explain why there is no longer Wi-Fi at the Village Hall.

d)	Bradlingstone funding request 
The Parish Council agreed to give £300. Proposed and seconded by Cllrs Cliff and Groom, all agreed. Resolved.   Cllrs Eardley and Groom agreed that the magazine must become more self sufficient. 

e)	To ratify Wicksteed playground parts order
Cllr Groom, seconded by Cllr Cliff, proposed that parts should be ordered.

f)	Confirmation of VAT reclaim submission
The Clerk has submitted a VAT reclaim. 

g)	Asset register review
To take forward to May’s Meeting. 


	Date
	Recipient
	Reason for Payment
	Amount to Pay
	Chq number
	Power of expenditure

	05/02/23
	Employee
	Salary
	£416.62
	So
	LGA 1972 s112 (1)

	05/03/24
	Employee
	Salary
	£416.62
	So
	LGA 1972 s112 (1)

	05/02/23
	HMRC
	PAYE
	£93.20
	1835
	LGA 1972 s112(1)

	05/03/24
	HMRC
	PAYE
	£93.20
	1836
	LGA 1972 s112(1)

	03/03/24
	B Walton
	Bus shelter cleaning
	£45.00
	Online payment
	Litter Act 1983, ss.5,6

	07/03/24
	Bradlingstone
	Funding request
	£300
	1837
	LGA 1972 s137

	13/03/24
	Employee
	Salary so adj x2
	£49.06
	1838
	

	12/03/24
	Hugo Fox
	Website 
	£23.99
	Dd
	LGA 1972 s142

	29/02/24
	Shropshire Council
	Energy supply
	£427.72
	Dd
	PCA 1957 s3; HA 1980 s301

	Date
	Payee
	Reason for payment
	Amount
	
	

	04/01/24
	Rolec Services 
	Car charging revenue
	£116.48
	
	



133/24	Planning (Town and Country Planning Act 1990. Sched 1, para 8) 
i)	Applications: 
24/00454/FUL  (validated: 06/02/2024)
Address:  Oakhurst, Forge Lane, Norton In Hales, Market Drayton, Shropshire, TF9 4QN
Proposal:  Proposed Extensions and Alterations (revised scheme)
View online at:  http://pa.shropshire.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=S8ECZUTDFHA00
No comments. 

ii)	Decisions: 
 23/05161/FUL  (validated: 01/12/2023)
Address:  Bellaport Lodge Farm, Bearstone Road, Norton In Hales, Market Drayton, Shropshire, TF9 4AP
Proposal:  Proposed Agricultural Slurry Lagoon
Decision:  Grant Permission

134/24	Items for next Agenda/Parish Matters: 
An opportunity for matters of interest/concern to be brought forward for future discussion
1. P3 Committee coordinator
2. PC sponsored barrel for the village
3. Biodiversity Policy 
4. Gov.uk domain names
5. Official Portrait of the King
6. Church Clock funding
7. Asset Register Review

135/24	Exclusion of press and public: That in accordance with s1(2) Public Bodies (Admission of Meetings) Act 1960, members of the public and press be excluded from the remainder of the meeting on the grounds that the following items to be considered involves the likely disclosure of sensitive/confidential information
a) To enable Councillors to raise any concerns/receive any updates in relation to Planning Enforcement matters previously raised.
No matters were raised. 

There being no further business the Chairman declared the Meeting closed at 8.50pm

Next meeting 8th May 2024 at 7.30pm Annual Parish Council Meeting followed by the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council.

Date of Next Ordinary Meeting: 8th May 2024
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