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Description automatically generated]Chairman:	Cllr P EardleyNORTON IN HALES PARISH COUNCIL

Councillors:	Cllr D Cliff; Cllr S Moulson
Clerk:		Mrs M Joyce
Unitary Cllr:	Cllr R Aldcroft

ORDINARY MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL OF NORTON IN HALES HELD ON 
10th JANUARY 2024 AT THE JUBILEE HALL, NORTON IN HALES

108/24 	Welcome /Present, Apologies and/or absent 
The Chairman opened the Meeting at 7:30pm welcoming everyone present. One member of the public attended the Meeting.
Apologies were received from Cllrs Sadler, Cole, Mason and Edmonds.
The member of the public made no representation however the Members discussed a suggestion put forward at the last Meeting, which was to install a second access gate into the community car park to encourage sports club/field members to use the car park.  A second gate was also suggested to be installed nearer the field.  The Chairman confirmed that as the Parish Council is not the landowner of either locations it could not undertake this work.  
It was confirmed that the Bowling Club will have to wait for better weather before it can install its new concrete path. 

109/24	Declaration of Disclosable Pecuniary or any other Interests/ Requests for Dispensations of DPIs (LGA 1972 s94)
No declarations were received or requests made.

110/24	Approval of the Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on 14th November 2023 (Local Government Act 1972, s12 p 41(1) )  
Councillors confirmed that they had received and read the Minutes of the last Meeting. Cllr Cliff proposed them to be a true and accurate record of the Meeting, seconded by Cllr Eardley, all agreed. The Chairman duly signed the Minutes. Resolved. 

111/24	Matters arising from and action taken from the minutes (not otherwise on the agenda)
No matters were raised. 

112/24	Reports 	
i)	Unitary Councillor – The Shropshire Council Unitary Cllr is invited give a report/answer questions
Cllr Aldcroft raised recent press releases relating to the aspirational plan to have a second railway station for Shrewsbury which would be out of town with parking facilities.  The Openreach Freedom Fibre Gigabit programme is ongoing.  Local police numbers are up to target. They cover as far as Oswestry.  The Shropshire Council budget consultation is open and everyone is encouraged to respond to it. This can be done online via the portal.  Shropshire Council currently has a £10m shortfall.  Market Drayton has a new fire engine with a larger capacity for both crew and water. Work on the roof at Norton School has now been completed. 
The Councillors raised ongoing concerns about the amount of standing water around the Betton triangle which has been repeatedly reported with no action taken. Cllr Aldcroft was asked to take this forward on the Parish Council’s behalf.  
The 3 Parish Plan is due to go to cabinet for approval on 13th March prior to it going forward for referendum. 
Cllr Aldcroft was thanked for attending. Cllr Aldcroft left the Meeting. 


ii)	Councillors /Clerk to give feedback from Meetings attended
No meetings have been attended. 

113/24	Ward Matters (to include matters relating to Highways, street lighting, maintenance, repairs etc)
a)	Betton 	Ward						
A large pothole has been filled in although the repair may not last due to the weather conditions.  The requested white lining is outstanding. Residents have repaired the visibility mirror.  A pothole by Betton House has been reported for repair.  Betton triangle water issues to be taken forward by Cllr Aldcroft. 

b)	Norton in Hales	Ward	
Cllr Eardley reported that the work done previously to alleviate flooding issues have held up during the bad weather. However, there has been an issue with a drain in Bellaport Road with a blocked drain – water coming off the fields built up by the canal and bridge with water accumulating by Church Farm.  It would appear that there is a blockage between Cross Views on Bellaport road and Church Farm. Action: to request jetter attends.  
A letter has been received from a resident thanking the Parish Council for installing a new drain and sorting out the historical flooding issues.  

c)	Footpaths 						
The Clerk reported that she has contacted the Footpaths Department to discuss a complaint regarding the surface of the footpath in Silver Close. 

d)	Road closures
Notification of a closure for Severn Trent works was noted.  

e)	Street lighting						
No reports of faults received. 

f)	Highways matters
Covered under Ward Matters. 

g)	Environmental Maintenance concerns			
No concerns were reported. 

h)	School parking	
The Clerk confirmed that, as per the decision made at the November meeting, she has written to the Education Department to request assistance to resolve the ongoing parking issues.  

i)	Playing field
A report emailed from Cllr Sadler was noted.  A new pedestrian access from the community car park has been proposed so that users of the recreation field have less far to walk from the car park to the field, however, and as previously discussed by the Councillors, as the Parish Council is not the landowner of either suggested location for new access points whilst it supports the idea it cannot authorise or fund the work. 										




114/24	Joint Neighbourhood Plan – update 
The Clerk was asked to check the inclusion of biodiversity information in the final plan so that this can be integrated into the Council’s Biodiversity policy.  Action: To take forward and update in March.

115/24	Correspondence – as received and circulated by email – to enable Councillors to raise any matters for discussion: Martyn’s Law; Budget consultation; Civility & Respect newsletter; Lord Lieutenant’s newsletter; Training programmes; Boundary reviews; 
The Councillors discussed Martyn’s Law and possible implications. Action: To watch for updates.
Cllr Moulson will attend a training course on Biodiversity on 28th March. Action: Clerk to book. 

116/24	Playground  & Grounds maintenance
a	To enable Councillors to discuss/agree repairs/maintenance needed highlighted in the annual inspection report 2023; 
Councillors discussed concerns recently about the new fencing at the playground. The inspection report has stated no remedial action required.  Items highlighted yellow are being inspected.  Cllr Eardley confirmed that quotes for replacement items needed will be sourced from Wicksteed. The Councillors agreed that a grounds maintenance tidy up would be undertaken in the spring.  The Clerk will order a notice for the play area within a £60-70 budget to give location details
Cllr Moulson proposed that quotes be obtained, the necessary remedial work carried out as necessary and the sign ordered, seconded by Cllr Cliff, all agreed.  Cllr Eardley will inspect the bolts and chain links. 
Playground inspections to be added to the March agenda. 

b	Playground Steering Group – update
No progress to report. 

117/24	Housekeeping
a)	Bradlingstone magazine – to agree submission (LGA 1972 s.142) 
In Cllr Cole’s absence it was agreed that Cllr Moulson would submit an entry for the magazine.

b)	Biodiversity policy – to agree/adopt 
Councillors discussed the statutory duty now requiring Parish Council’s to adopt a policy.  Councillors confirmed receipt of the circulated NALC model policy which Cllr Cliff proposed the Parish Council adopts, Cllr Moulson seconded the motion, all agreed. Resolved.  The model policy will be reviewed and a document produced to highlight the Council’s work in this area in association with the In Bloom Group. The 3 Parish Plan will be reviewed for detail and added to the document. 

c)	Defibrillators
Councillors discussed the proposed location for a defibrillator in Betton.  The landowner required a licence agreement before permission will be given.  It is unclear who will be required to cover the legal fees.  Action: The Clerk was asked to check with Highways as to the ownership of the land and if there would be any objections to the installation.  A second alternative location may be considered.  
The Councillors noted the uptake of the First Responders call system for which the Parish Council is now paying £100pa. 

d)	Strategic objectives policy
Clerk to circulate some examples for consideration. 


e)	Council email addresses									 
The Clerk brought to the attention of the Councillors the requirement under the General Practitioner’s Guide for Parish Councillors to use a non personal email address.  Councillors discussed the possibility of obtaining a .gov.uk website and email address or an email address linked to the current website. The ideal being that the Clerk can delete email addresses once a Councillor leaves Council. The requirement is for GDPR purposes.  Action: To take forward to the March meeting for future discussion. Costs to be obtained. 

118/24	Finance
a)  	Invoices/Payments & Receipts
Cllr Moulson proposed all payments for approval, seconded by Cllr Cliff, all agreed. Resolved. 
The Clerk requested permission to order an update edition of the Arnold Barker Parish Council procedures as she currently has the 8th edition and the latest is the 13th.  
£10 raffle ticket money received from the Celebration Evening. Cllrs Eardley and Mouslon to pay £15 each for quiches left over from the Celebration Evening. Cllr Eardley to pay in online. 

b) 	Bank reconciliation, cash book and payments and receipts summary
Cllr Cliff proposed the approval of the bank reconciliation confirming Councillors are content that it reconciles with the bank statements, seconded by Cllr Moulson, all agreed. Resolved. The Chairman duly signed the reconciliation. 

c)	Hall Wi-Fi provision
The Clerk confirmed that the Wi-Fi installation has been booked but is waiting for a date for an engineer’s visit. Action: To keep Councillors updated.

d)	Budget 2024-25 – to approve 
The Clerk presented the budget with a 5% uplift as requested. Cllr Cliff proposed adopting the budget, seconded by Cllr Eardley, all agreed. 

e)	Precept – to agree request
Councillors considered anticipated expenditure for 2024-25. Councillors agreed to apply for a precept of £25,130, proposed by Cllr Eardley, seconded by Cllr Cliff, all agreed. Resolved. 


	Date
	Recipient
	Reason for Payment
	Amount to Pay
	Chq number
	Power of expenditure

	05/12/23
	Employee
	Salary
	£416.62
	So
	LGA 1972 s112 (1)

	05/01/24
	Employee
	Salary
	£416.62
	So
	LGA 1972 s112 (1)

	05/12/23
	HMRC
	PAYE
	£93.20
	1829
	LGA 1972 s112(1)

	05/01/24
	HMRC
	PAYE
	£93.20
	1830
	LGA 1972 s112(1)

	03/01/24
	B Walton
	Bus shelter cleaning
	£45.00
	1831
	Litter Act 1983, ss.5,6

	09/01/24
	Employee
	Expenses
	£tba
	1832
	LGA 1972 s111

	04/01/24
	Printerland 
	Ink 
	£848.57
	1833
	LGA 1972 s111

	11/12/23
	Rolec Services
	Car chargers management fee
	£9.10
	Dd
	LGA 1972 s111

	04/01/24
	Jubilee Hall
	Room Hire
	£tbc
	1834
	LGA 1972 s111

	
	
	
	
	
	




119/24	Planning (Town and Country Planning Act 1990. Sched 1, para 8) 
i)	Applications: 
23/05161/FUL  (validated: 01/12/2023)
Address:  Bellaport Lodge Farm, Bearstone Road, Norton In Hales, Market Drayton, Shropshire, TF9 4AP
Proposal:  Proposed Agricultural Slurry Lagoon
View online at:  http://pa.shropshire.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=S4YACPTDLU900
No comment

ii)	Decisions: 
23/04582/FUL  (validated: 23/10/2023)
Address:  The Haven, Norton In Hales, Market Drayton, Shropshire, TF9 3TW
Proposal:  Erection of two storey extension to rear of existing dwelling to include re-roofing of existing single storey annexe, and installation of new septic tank
Decision:  Grant Permission

120/24	Items for next Agenda/Parish Matters: 
An opportunity for matters of interest/concern to be brought forward for future discussion not already identified. 
Defibrillator

121/24	Exclusion of press and public: That in accordance with s1(2) Public Bodies (Admission of Meetings) Act 1960, members of the public and press be excluded from the remainder of the meeting on the grounds that the following items to be considered involves the likely disclosure of sensitive/confidential information
a) To enable Councillors to raise any concerns/receive any updates in relation to Planning Enforcement matters previously raised.
No matters were raised for discussion. 

With no further business for discussion, the Chairman thanked everyone for attending and declared the Meeting closed at 9:28pm.
Date of Next Ordinary Meeting: 13th March 2024
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