
    NORTON IN HALES PARISH COUNCIL
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 Chairman:
Cllr P Eardley

Cllrs:

Cllr M Edwards, Cllr I Sadler, Cllr P Tresadern; Cllr J Nixon

Clerk:

Mrs M Joyce

Minutes of the Ordinary Parish Council Meeting held on 12th November 2019 at the Jubilee Hall,
Norton in Hales

1
Chair’s Welcome/Announcements & Public Session

The Chairman welcomed everyone to the Meeting, opening at 7:30pm.  Eleven members of the public were present.  Cllr R Aldcroft sent his apologies.
A resident thanked the villagers for assistance with a flood in the village.  He suggested that flooding issues may be repeated due to climate change issues.  A property in the village was flooded due to the volume of rain/water in Main Road.  This was only alleviated once bales were put in place in the road to divert the water.  Beswicks and Chapel Lanes were both affected.  The drains couldn’t cope with the volume of water.  Lowering the pavement was suggested as a remedy.  Plans for the community car park are being redesigned to make storm water dispersion provision (lowering levels and extra drainage). The Chairman suggested that perhaps the Parish Council should talk to AR Richards to be on call for such issues again to assist with ad hoc drain clearance however, licences will be required as disposal of waste is problematic as it is classified as hazardous.   The construction work for the car park should commence Feb-April – should be c 4 weeks for completion.  It was reported that the drains in the village are still not running free.   Corner of Mucklestone Road grid cover does not go back into place well.  Resident queried whether a flood mapping system is in place for landowners to assess how much water is coming off fields/land.  Water drains off the road onto the railway line and heads to the village.  It was reported that the drains are blocked north of the village.  Problems north of the railway bridge will not be resolved by the community car park – new drain installed a few years ago but it goes into a smaller pipe.  A resident called for drivers to slow down driving through the flood water on roads, as failure to do so causes more issues for residents.  The Clerk reported that the Highways Dept budget has been severely reduced over the last few years which has impacted on basic maintenance basic maintenance being carried out: jetting is carried out on an annual programme unless there is flooding to a property.  They have new staff in a Flood/Waste Water Dept and are hoping to employ a new team to carry out basic maintenance.  Residents discussed storing of bales in a local position to put into position in an emergency.  They suggested a flood protocol should be put into place.  Residents suggested measures for blocking and diverting floods – to send to Clerk. Need practical solution in interim before the car park is made.   
A representative from the Bradlingstone asked if the Parish Council would be willing to donate another £500 towards publication costs. To take forward.  
It was reported that the footpath behind The Mynd is unpassable. 

A discussion concerning the possible formation of a parish emergency committee was held. It was suggested that AR Richards could be approached to keep roads open in snow conditions.  It was suggested that a group comprising representatives from the main organisations in the village could be formed.  



2 Present, Apologies  and/or Absent 

Apologies were received from Cllr Groom.

3 Declaration of Disclosable Pecuniary Interests and/or requests for dispensations
Cllr Eardley declared an interest in a planning item. 


4
Co-option of Councillor
An applicant has come  forward to join the parish council.  Cllr Edwards proposed, seconded by Cllr Nixon, that Mrs Sarah  Mouslon be co-opted to the Council, all agreed.  Cllr Sarah Moulson was welcomed by all Councillors.  Forms given for completion and signature.

5
Approval of the Minutes of the Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on 10th September 2019. Councillors confirmed that they had received and read the Minutes of the last Meeting.  Cllr Sadler, seconded by Cllr Nixon, proposed the Minutes to be a true and accurate record of the Meeting, all agreed.  Cllr Nixon raised jetting about which the clerk had given an update at the last meeting which was not minuted.  Councillors agreed to approve the Minutes as there is an audit trail of emails reporting issues.
5 Action taken and matters arising from the Minutes (which are not otherwise included on the agenda)
a) Reports from: 

i)
Unitary Councillor:  Cllr Aldcroft sent a report to confirm that he has requested that the Parish’s environmental  maintenance grant be reinstated. Clerk suggested that official form will need to be completed to include quotes for works.
ii)
Councillors /Clerk: No meetings attended.

7
Three Parishes Neighbourhood Plan -  To receive the Minutes of the last meeting and to discuss/approve any matters arising inc Draft Vision Statement
Councillor representatives gave an update on progress. The housing needs assessment and affordable homes requirement questionnaire needs to be put together to gauge opinions from local residents thoughts of living in the parish – This questionnaire will be circulated to all homes. 

Ward Matters (to include matters relating  to Highways, street lighting, maintenance, repairs, etc)  - to enable Councillors to report local matters requiring attention
a)
Betton 



Cllr Nixon reported that flooding has been dreadful in Moss Lane – the ditches have not been properly maintained and there seems to be a blocked channel to drain. Thanks to Cllr Groom for unblocking local drains.  Oakley lane – unable to leave home for 5 days in last 3 weeks – Shropshire Council has pumped out 6 times 50-60 litres each time the jetter has attended. Still haven’t unblocked the drains causing the issues.  Two vehicles have been written off in the floods. Flooding from the fork at the Ridgwardine junction is going into Oakley lane.   The blocked drain at this point has still not been cleared.  The eroded hedge bank has probably filled the drain with soil.  It is now causing a major driving hazard.  Poor response received from Shropshire Council.  Need Highways site visit as a matter of urgency.  Landowners need to be pursued to keep their ditches clear.  Councillors discussed local flooding problems.  Land is already saturated more rainfall will bring more problems.
b)
Norton in Hales


Potholes reported by Rooms Farm.  
c)
General issues: Clerk to request a supply of cones and signs for floods from Highways. d)
Britain in bloom –thanks to be relayed to the Group for the fabulous work done this year.
d)
Road Closures (pls see website for information)


e)
Flooding - Clerk to write stating problems and request site visit. Need remedies in place for future.
f)
Village Hall Wifi – wifi now been installed – speeds of 57mbs.  Cllr Eardley reported that Norton can now have flicks in the sticks in the Hall.  Chairman to get the ball rolling speaking to local village groups. 

9
Planning
a)
Applications: 
19/04362/DSW106  (validated: 04/10/2019)
Address:  Land Off Chapel Lane, Norton In Hales, Market Drayton, Shropshire, TF9 4FG
Proposal:  Discharge of Section 106 agreement attached to planning permission 14/01426/OUT in order to remove requirement for affordable housing units
Cllr Nixon took the chair as Cllr Eardley did not participate.  Social housing cannot be funded in nih due to lack of interest from the housing associations not being interested. The social houses may be built off site eg in md instead. No changes to the plans as such. The houses have been built but will be sold on the open market instead.  
Complaints have been received from residents about the state of the site. The case officer is dealing with this. Footpath dept has been in touch to check if the way is now clear. The issues are being remedied. The path will be tarmacked when the road is finished. 
Cllr Sadler proposed supporting the application, seconded by Cllr Edwards, all agreed: no objections. 

19/04397/FUL  (validated: 03/10/2019)
Address:  Oakdale House, Betton, Market Drayton, Shropshire, TF9 4AB
Proposal:  Conversion of existing garage to ancillary annex
Grant permission decision received.
b)
Decisions: 
19/03141/FUL  (validated: 07/08/2019)
Address:  Norton Farm , Main Road, Norton In Hales, Shropshire, TF9 4AT
Proposal:  Erection of new roof to existing rear single storey part; erection of canopies to external doors
Decision:  Grant Permission
e)
Proposed community car park – update/matters arising
The update was given in the public session. Hopefully will have more quotes and specifications in a month.  The land is owned by the Pub. The Pub needs more parking, the parking outside the school is overwhelming, and the church also needs an overflow car park for events. The NF money will fund the creation of the car park – the PC will lease the land and have the work done. 
Cllr Eardley resumed chairing the meeting. 

11
Correspondence 
· SALC information bulletins and legal topic notes 

Any other correspondence received to include: 
Water user licenses: New Authorisations from Environment Agency; NHS Future Fit updates; VE 75 8th May 2020; 

SC Library Strategy; PCC Safer Roads Fund; Dementia Care Homes report; SC playing pitch and outdoor strategy survey; On the beat; 
The Clerk gave an overview of the PCC Safer Roads Fund and suggested that the PC could apply for funds to provide VAS for the village.  The Clerk presented two comparable quotes to include speed collection data software.  Cllr Eardley proposed a contribution towards costs of £1500 from the NF money.  The Clerk reported that the Highways Dept will need to assess potential locations and give permission for the installation of the signs.   Cllr Moulson proposed, seconded by Cllr Tresadern, that the Clerk contacts Highways for the appropriate permissions and when received apply for funding for 2 signs.
The Clerk asked if there was appetite to repeat the SmartWater scheme, currently part funded by the Police and Crime Commissioner’s office at £8.99 per kit – Clerk to include in Bradlingstone article.  


12 Housekeeping 
i) Reports from PC representatives on external bodies or meeting/course attendance as appropriate
NSAC meeting next week
ii)  
Neighbourhood Watch - local theft of quad bike reported.  

iii) 
Village Hall – representative not present
Cllr Tresadern attended the last meeting of the Playing Fields Association – Councillors discussed the issue of dogs on the playing fields which is not permitted due to no dog policy (H&S).  The Committee has agreed that this policy should be adhered to.  Cllr Tresadern reported a few low risk items to attend to on the playground.
iv)
Communications policy, Complaints procedure: for adoption


Delegation of authority to be given to the Clerk to handle complaints; 
Cllr Eardley proposed the adoption of the policies and delegation of authority to the Clerk to handle complaints.  Cllr Edwards seconded the motion, all agreed.  

13 Finance

· Invoices & Payments: to include invoices received after agenda publication 
Councillors agreed to add Cllr Moulson to the list of signatories when next updating the mandate. 
· All payments (including the salary) were proposed for approval by Cllr Nixon, Cllr sadler seconded, all agreed. 
· Balances for information (Cash book, receipts & payment summary & bank reconciliation) – The Clerk circulated up to date spreadsheets outlining the current financial position. The reconciliation was checked against bank statements for accuracy and approved.
· Budget – to consider the draft budget for 2020-21 in preparation for setting the precept
in January – Councillors accepted the draft budget circulated by the Clerk and agreed  to take the budget forward for consideration in January when setting the precept requirement.  Clerk to ask for CiL forecast for 20-21. 

· To receive the External Auditor’s report and certificate and to acknowledge any findings if applicable – Cllr Eardley proposed accepting the report and certificate, seconded by Cllr Nixon, all agreed. 
· To acknowledge the conclusion of the audit – Councillors noted the end of audit process. 

· Environmental maintenance grant application  - Councillors discussed and instructed the Clerk to apply upon receipt of quotations for work (ie ad hoc jetting) proposed by Cllr Sadler, seconded by Cllr Nixon, all agreed.
· To receive quote for pruning cherry trees £100 + VAT –Clerk to discuss with the In Bloom Group 
· Church clock repairs – to consider a request for funding: Cllr Eardley reported that the church will be looking for  contribution towards repairing the carillon as £20,000 will be needed.  The Clerk advised that PC does not have power of expenditure to give money for maintenance or repair which will affect/benefit the fabric of the church building. She has circulated a NALC legal topic note confirming that the PC has no power of expenditure to fund this.  The Clerk advised that the PC cannot legally give money to support the scheme and would be acting outside its powers if it were to donate ie ultra vires.   No approach has been received from the church at this time for a contribution.   The Chiarman expressed willingness to assist but no ability to contribute

· Funding request from the Jubilee Hall to purchase a new fridge for the Hall; Cllr Sadler proposed accepting the request and making the donation, seconded by Cllr Nixon, all agreed. 
To receive the 2018/19 accounts from the Hall: Received.  
· Grounds maintenance quote for 2020-21 if available – Cllr Eardley proposed reappointing same contractor if the quote is similar amount – comparable quotes needed if significant rise. Clerk to request quote.  
· £790 quote for replacement goals posts but no funding request received for consideration
- 
Donation request received for the Bradlingstone magazine - £500 was given last year to enable the start up.  Councillors discussed costs and whether the magazine could be self funding in the future. To consider at the January meeting. 
	Date of invoice
	Recipient
	Purpose
	Amount
	Chq No
	Power of Expenditure

	05/10/19
	Employee
	Salary
	£300.66
	SO
	LGA 1972 s112

	05/10/19
	HMRC
	PAYE
	£75.17
	1558
	LGA 1972 s112

	05/09/19
	Employee
	Salary
	£300.66
	SO
	LGA 1972 s112

	05/10/19
	HMRC
	PAYE
	£75.17
	1559
	LGA 1972 s112

	05/11/19
	B Walton
	Bus shelter cleaning
	£40.00
	1560
	Litter Act 1983 ss5-6

	26/05/19
	Wicksteed
	Carriage for returned order
	£11.16 PAID
	1556
	LGA 1976 Misc Prov Act s19

	10/10/19
	C Swales
	Grant for Villagers’ Christmas lunch
	£50 PAID
	1557 to replace 1555
	LGA 1972 s137

	05/10/19
	nPower
	Supply
	£238.55
	1561
	Parish Councils Act 1957 (3)

	17/09/19
	PKF Littlejohn
	External audit
	£240
	1562
	LGA 1972 s150/151/168/230

	17/10/19
	Jubilee Hall
	Room Hire
	£17.00
	1563
	LGA 1972 s111

	04/11/9
	M Edwards
	Celebration Evening expenses
	£44.14
	1564
	LGA 1972 s111

	07/11/19
	Jubilee hall 
	Celebration evening room hire
	£39.00
	1565
	LGA 1972 s111

	17/10/19
	SALC
	Book
	£6.50
	1566
	LGA 1972 s111

	31/10/19
	T Seabridge
	Grounds maintenance
	£2940
	1657
	Public Health Act 1875; LGA 1972 s14p27; Open Spaces Act 1906 ss9/10; LGA  Misc Prov Act 1976 s19


Cheques issued between meetings due to the urgent payment terms (Wicksteed and C Swales) were proposed for ratification by Cllr Edwards, seconded by Cllr Sadler, all agreed. 

 Parish matters/ Items for inclusion in the next Agenda – to enable Councillors to propose items for discussion at the January Meeting - There being no further business the meeting was declared closed at 9:30pm. 

