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Present

Chairman:
Cllr P Eardley

Councillors:
Cllr N Groom; Cllr M Edwards; Cllr D Cliff; Cllr S Moulson; Cllr B Cole
Clerk:

Mrs M Joyce

MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 21ST JULY 2021 AT THE JUBILEE HALL, NORTON IN HALES AT 7:3OPM
55/21
Chairman’s welcome, apologies, announcements  & Public Session (No decisions to be taken)
Cllr Eardley welcomed everyone to the July Meeting of the Parish Council, declaring it open at 7:33pm.  Cllrs Sadler and Mason sent their apologies. Unitary Cllr R Aldcroft also sent his apologies.  Two members of the public attended the Meeting.  A member of the public representing the Bowling Club attended to discuss possible Parish Council grant funding towards the new pavilion.


56/21
Co-option of a Councillor (LGA 1972 s83) 
Applications had been received from 2 residents, only one of whom was able to attend in person. Due to the requirement to try to fill vacant seats within 35 days following an Election, Councillors decided to proceed with the co-option rather than delay it.  Cllr Groom proposed the Council co-opts Mr Dan Cliff to the Council, seconded by Cllr Moulson, all agreed. Resolved. Cllr Cliff signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office form. DPI form to be returned to Shropshire Council. 
Councillors welcomed Cllr Cliff to the Council. 


57/21
To receive Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary (or any other) Interests or to receive any Dispensation Requests to facilitate the continuation of business in accordance with the Code of Conduct. (LGA 1972 s94)
No requests received. 


58/21
Approval of the Minutes : (Local Government Act 1972, s12 p41(1) )
To approve the Minutes of the Annual Parish Council Meeting held on 11th May 2021 and the Extraordinary Meeting held on 16th June 2021 
Councillors confirmed that they had received and read both sets of Minutes which were agreed to be a true and accurate record of the Meetings. The Annual Meeting Minutes were proposed for acceptance by Cllr Groom, seconded by Cllr Moulson, all agreed. The Extraordinary Meeting Minutes were proposed by Cllr Edwards, seconded by Cllr Cole, all agreed. The Chairman duly signed both sets of Minutes. Resolved. 


59/21
Action taken and matters arising from the Minutes (which are not otherwise included on the agenda) – No items were raised. 
a) Reports from: 

i)
Unitary Councillor – The Shropshire Council Unitary Cllr is invited to attend and give a report/answer questions
No report. 
ii)
Councillors /Clerk
No reports. 

60/21
Three Parishes Neighbourhood Plan -   to enable Councillors to discuss any matters arising 

-
Steering Group – to receive recommendations and objectives pathway proposals
The Plan has received grant funding for its final questionnaire.  

Cllrs Sadler, Cole and Moulson declared an interest in establishing a Parish Council steering group to act as a conduit between the residents of Norton and Betton and the Parish Council.  They aim to look for grants to support Parish Council projects and activities and to encourage residents to attend Parish Council Meetings. They intend to action any points raised from the 3 Parishes Neighbourhood Plan.  Issues raised so far include dog fouling, speed of traffic through the villages and pavements.  The Clerk recommended that a terms of reference be drawn up for the Group to be presented in September. 

Councillors briefly discussed the Hall Committee’s plans for a possible refurbishment of the Hall.

62/21
Ward Matters (to include matters relating to Highways, street lighting, maintenance, repairs, etc)  - to enable Councillors to report local matters requiring attention
a)
Betton 






Cllr Edwards reported that potholes in Betton Wood have finally be filled in.  One still outstanding on the Ridgwardine Road. 

b)
Norton in Hales



Cllr Eardley reported that a new 9” drain has been installed on the Bellaport Road which should relieve any future flooding issues, particularly in conjunction with the drains by the proposed car park site.  Pothole repairs on Beswick Lane are still incomplete. 

The new Leader of Shropshire Council attended the last North Shropshire Area Committee Meeting. Lezley Picton laid out her priorities as communication and Highways.  A new ‘Fix my street ‘app will replace ‘My Shropshire’ for the reporting of Highways issues. A new resurfacing programme is to be implemented.  

Collapsed drain covers marked for repairs opposite Chapel Lane have not been repaired. 

The inadequacy and poor condition of pavements along Main Road have been reported to Shropshire Council for investigation and remedy.  Engineers to inspect. 

c)
General issues to inc dog waste; footpaths - to enable Councillors to discuss any footpath concerns
Councillors discussed provision of new dog waste bins. Councillors agreed that a good potential site would be next to the entrance of the proposed car park.  General bins to take litter and dog waste cost c£300 and c£125 per annum to empty.  Clerk to ask SC to survey site.  Another possible location was identified in Bellaport Road. To discuss dog fouling signage in September. 

d)
Community website – update

The Clerk confirmed that the last grant payment was made in July 2020. To take forward. 


63/21
Planning (Town and Country Planning Act 1990. Sched 1, para 8. Under this Local Government Act, the Parish Council is consulted by Shropshire Council for its view on new planning applications. NB: Shropshire Council is the determining planning authority)
a)
Applications: 
 21/03039/FUL  (validated: 09/07/2021) Address:  The Lodge , Bellaport Road, Norton In Hales, TF9 4AZ
Proposal:  Erection of two storey rear extension with new double garage and alteration to existing vehicular access
View online at:  http://pa.shropshire.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=QUUY11TDG6S00
No comments. 

b)
Decisions 


21/01861/FUL  (validated: 18/05/2021) Address:  Pear Tree Farm, Betton Wood, Betton, Shropshire, TF9 4BQ
Proposal:  Conversion of barn to self-contained residential annexe ancillary to the main house, installation of a package treatment plant, relocation of existing haybarn and change of use of a parcel of land to provide amenity space
Decision:  Refuse
View online at:  http://pa.shropshire.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=QRD0PKTDM9400
Noted.



64/21
Proposed community car park to include:

– An update

Cllr Eardley reported that the anticipated date for commencement of works is 25th July all being well.  The Archaeologist is booked in to oversee.  The electrical supplies could be slow due to supply issues.  No fixed price has been given for this job as yet.  


- To formally ratify the lease agreement

Cllr Groom proposed acceptance of the final version of the lease, seconded by Clrl Moulson, all agreed. 

- CiL Local Grant application - Technical Checks process – an update

The Clerk has completed the Technical Checks process and all paperwork has now been returned.  She is waiting to hear back from Shropshire Council. 

- Approval of car park lighting provision scheme
Cllr Eardley proposed heritage style lanterns for the car park to match the other lighting in the conservation are – Councillors agreed this would be a good choice.   Prices will be sourced.  
The Clerk reported that she is still chasing Eon for a shield for the Chapel Lane light and to sort out the dimming regime which does not appear to have bedded in yet. 

65/21
Finance

a)
Balances for information (Cash book, receipts & payment summary & bank reconciliation)

Councillors confirmed receipt of the circulated spreadsheets and copies of statements. Cllr Eardley confirmed that the bank reconciliation is correct. 

b)
To approve payments inc those received post agenda

Cllr Cole proposed all payments for approval, seconded by Cllr Moulson, all agreed. 

c)
Environmental maintenance grant – update

The Clerk confirmed that the grant she had applied for has now been received - £1500

d)
To agree payment scheme for car park development costs prior to the September meeting
Cllr Moulson proposed that any payments in respect of the car park which are due between meetings are circulated to all Councillors, approval given by the Chairman and Clerk, paid then ratified at the next meeting, seconded by Cllr Cole, all agreed. This method should ensure that the Parish Council is not owing money outside of agreed payment terms with contractors. 
	Date of invoice
	Recipient
	Purpose
	Amount
	Chq No
	Power of Expenditure

	05/06/21
	HMRC 
	PAYE (June)
	£75.17
	1651
	LGA 1972 s112

	05/07/21
	Employee
	Salary June
	£300.66
	SO
	LGA 1972 s112

	05/06/21 
	Employee
	Salary (May )
	£300.66
	SO
	LGA 1972 s112

	07/07/21
	B Walton
	Bus shelter cleaning
	£45.00
	1652
	Litter Act 1983 ss5-6

	18/0/21
	Plusnet
	Broadband
	£21.60
	DD
	LGA 1972 s111

	19/07/21
	Plusnet
	Broadband
	£21.60
	DD
	LGA 1972 s111

	21/07/21
	Employee
	Expenses
	T69.98
	1658
	LGA 1972 s111

	13/07/21
	Printerland
	Printer ink 
	£735.26
	1653
	LGA 1972 s111

	360/06/21
	T Seabridge
	Grounds maintenance
	£3030
	1654
	

	08/07/21
	Jubilee Room
	Hire
	£51.00
	1655
	LGA 1972 s111

	June 21
	P Eardley
	Re-imbursement of costs for BT manhole survey & works for community car park
	£913.60
	1656
	RTRA 1984x72 

	11/06/21
	FC Manby Bowdler
	Lease agreement
	£2930.80
	1657
	LGAA 1972 s111

	26/01/21
	Npower
	Supply – Invoices paid x6

 
	£269.57

£119.34

£271.30

£120

£233.29

121.31

£1134.81
	1659
	HA 1980 s301

	Date 
	Payment from
	For
	Amount
	
	

	08/07/21
	Shropshire Council
	Environmental Maintenance Grant
	£1500
	
	


c)
Street lighting –To consider 2 quotes for energy supply contract 

The Clerk presented two quotes for energy supply.  Cllr Cole proposed accepting the quote from Shropshire Council, seconded by Cllr Cliff, all agreed. 

d)
Scribe – To consider the need for/a quote for purchasing a dedicated financial accounting software package 

The Councillors discussed purchasing a dedicated software package and agreed that it would be of benefit for compliance, continuity and audit trail purposes.  Cllr Groom proposed purchasing the package, seconded by Cllr Cliff, all agreed. 

e)
Brightpay – To consider the need for/a quote for purchasing a dedicated payroll software package

To take forward for future consideration.  

Councillors considered an offer from PlusNet for upgrading to fibre broadband for the Hall at £23 pm + VAT. Ordinary broadband is currently £19pm + VAT. Cllr Eardley proposed upgrading, seconded by Cllr Cliff, all agreed. 

f)
Internet banking – To consider applying for internet banking to be used in association with the above

Councillors discussed the matter and agreed that the Clerk should investigate and report back. To also update the bank mandate. 

 
66/21
Correspondence 

· SALC information bulletins and legal topic notes; Training programme

· COVID 19 related communications; NSAC Meeting; Jubilee Hall accounts; 

· To acknowledge any other correspondence received/raise any matters of interest/concern
Cllrs noted receipt of a grant funding application from the Bowling Club. The Councillors discussed various details about the project for the pavilion.  The Clerk will investigate grant payment abilities for the Parish Council.  To take forward. 
The Clerk confirmed that  new Councillors are booked on training courses. 
67/21
Housekeeping 
i)
Neighbourhood Watch 

Councillors noted invoice for membership renewal is still outstanding. 

ii) 
Playing Fields/Playground 

Cllr Mason will inspect the playground periodically.  Cllr Eardley stressed the need for a new handyman to do small local jobs.  

iii) 
Village Hall 

Covered under a previous item.

iv)
Bradlingstone Magazine entry – to enable Councillors to discuss entry

Cllrs Cole and Moulson to do the submission.  Photos of the Council members will be taken for the website. 

v)
Loss of Clerk protocol – to consider emergency mitigation measures/protocol

To take forward to September. 

vii)
Personnel Committee – Terms of Reference
To take forward to September. 

viii)
In Bloom – PC representative to give update on this year’s competition

It was reported that the Group has decided not to participate in this year’ competition as it is entirely online.  Only four members in the Group now.  They are looking to recruit new members. A very successful plant sale was held.  


ix)
Best Front Garden Competition 
Cllr Eardley confirmed the judges. 


68/21
Agenda items for September Annual Meeting 

As noted. 
69/21
Exclusion of press and public: That in accordance with s1(2) Public Bodies (Admission of Meetings) Act 1960, members of the public and press be excluded from the remainder of the meeting on the grounds that the following items to be considered involves the likely disclosure of sensitive/confidential information

a)
To enable Councillors to receive any updates in relation to Planning Enforcement matters previously raised.
An update was given on a matter previously raised. 
b)
To consider recommendations highlighted in the Internal Audit relating to staff salary level

Councillors approved a one point salary scale point increase for the 2020-21 financial year to be paid backdated. Councillors further agreed an increase for 2021-22 to sp24 to be backdated to April 2021 as proposed by Cllr Moulson, seconded by Cllr Eardley, all agreed. Resolved. 
There being no further business for consideration the Chairman thanked everyone for attending and declared the Meeting closed at 9:31pm.


