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                                     NORTON IN HALES PARISH COUNCIL

 Chairman:
Cllr P Eardley

Cllrs:

Cllr P Tresadern; Cllr S Moulson; Cllr D Mason; 



Cllr I Sadler;  Cllr J Nixon; Cllr N Groom
Clerk:

Mrs M Joyce

Minutes of the Ordinary Parish Council Meeting held remotely on 17th June 2020 via Zoom

27/20
Chairman’s welcome, apologies, announcements  & Public Session (No decisions to be taken)
Cllr Eardley welcomed everyone to the Meetings opening at 7:36pm noting that the country is experiencing very different times since the last Meeting.  He remarked on the wonderful community spirit demonstrated during the pandemic and gave thanks to Cllr Mason for co-ordinating the scheme to assist local people in need. 

No members of the public had requested to join the Meeting. Apologies were received from Cllr M Edwards who was unable to join the Meeting due to technical difficulties. Apologies were also received from Cllr Aldcroft. 

28/20
To receive Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary (or any other) Interests or Dispensation Requests 
A dispensation was proposed for Cllr Edwards by Cllr Eardley, seconded by Cllr Groom, all agreed. Resolved.   No declarations were received. 
29/20
To accept/approve the Remote Meeting Protocol

The protocol was proposed for acceptance/approval by Cllr Tresadern, seconded by Cllr Moulson, all agreed. Resolved. 

30/20
Approval of the Minutes : To approve the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 10th March 2020
Councillors confirmed that they had received and read the Minutes of the last Meeting. They were proposed as a true and accurate record by Cllr Nixon, seconded by Cllr Mason, all agreed. Resolved. 

31/20
Finance

a)
To receive the Internal Auditor’s report

Councillors acknowledged receipt of the Internal Auditor’s positive report.  Cllr Tresadern proposed accepting the report, seconded by Cllr Groom, noting all comments, all agreed. Resolved.  

Cllr Eardley noted that the general reserves taken forward were just over £3k (without the Neighbourhood Fund money).  He recommended that this be taken into consideration when setting the precept next year as the budgeted spend does not allow much flexibility.  The Clerk suggested altering the banking arrangements and keeping the NF money in a separate account. Cllr Groom proposed the motion, seconded by Cllr Moulson, all agreed.  Resolved. To be taken forward for implementation.  
 b)
To approve the Year End accounts 2019-20
The year end accounts were presented for approval.  Cllr Moulson proposed approving the accounts, seconded by Cllr Tresadern, all agreed. Resolved. 
c)
To complete the Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2019-20
The Clerk shared the Annual Governance Statement on screen for the Councillors to consider. The report questions were all answered positively. The report was proposed for approval and signature by Cllr Tresadern, seconded by Cllr Sadler, all agreed. Resolved. 
The Clerk shared the Annual Accounting Statement on screen for consideration. It was proposed for approval and signature by Cllr Sadler, seconded by Cllr Groom, all agreed. Resolved. 
The Clerk is to submit the AGAR to the External Auditor. 
d)
To approve invoices/payments made since 10th March 2020 and those pending
The Clerk presented the list of payments due and those made since the last Meeting.  The payments were proposed for approval (including the salary payments) by Cllr Tresadern, seconded by Cllr Groom, all agreed. Resolved. 
	Date of invoice
	Recipient
	Purpose
	Amount
	Chq No
	Power of Expenditure

	05/04/20
	Employee
	Salary
	£300.66
	SO
	LGA 1972 s112

	05/04/20
	HMRC
	PAYE
	£75.17
	1584
	LGA 1972 s112

	31/01/20
	T Seabridge
	Grounds maintenance
	£120.00
	1585
	Public Health Act 1875; LGA 1972 s14p27; Open Spaces Act 1906 ss9/10; LGA  Misc Prov Act 1976 s19

	04/04/20
	NPower
	Supply
	£234.57
	1586
	Parish Councils Act 1957 (3)

Highways Act 1980 s301

	21/04/20
	NPower
	Supply
	£230.51
	1587
	Parish Councils Act 1957 (3)

Highways Act 1980 s301

	21/04/20
	PlusNet
	Broadband
	£21.60
	dd
	LGA 1972 s111

	03/03/20
	Jubilee Hall
	Room hire
	£17.00
	1588
	LGA 1972 s111

	05/05/20
	Employee
	Salary
	£300.66
	SO
	LGA 1972 s112

	05/05/20
	HMRC
	PAYE May & June
	£150.34
	1589
	LGA 1972 s112

	18/05/20
	PlusNet
	Broadband
	£21.60
	dd
	LGA 1972 s111

	04/05/20
	Came & Co 
	Insurance
	£716.05
	1590
	LGA 1972 s140

	29/05/20
	Norton in Bloom
	Grant
	£800.00
	1591
	Highways Act 1980 s96

	17/06/20
	HMRC
	PAYE
	£75.17
	1592
	LGA 1972 s112

	30/03/20
	SALC 
	Affiliation fee
	£307.94
	1593
	LGA1972 S143

	                01/06/20                  
	SDH Accounting
	Internal Audit
	£175.00
	1594
	LGA 1972 s151

	05/05/20
	B Walton
	Bus shelter cleaning
	£35.00
	1595
	Litter Act 1983 ss5-6

	19/03/20
	RBL
	Lamp post poppies
	£45.00
	1596
	Chairman’s allowance

	18/06/20
	PlusNet
	Broadband
	£21.60
	Dd
	LGA 1972 s111


32/20
Housekeeping

a)
Policies and protocols: To enable Councillors to adopt the following (available to view on the website;  Business resilience scheme; Complaints procedure; Code of conduct; Correspondence Policy; Coronavirus protocol; Communications policy; Consent form; Document Retention Policy; Email acceptable use policy; Grant giving policy; Model Publication Scheme; New model Financial Regulations; 

Press and Media Relations Policy; Privacy Policies – detail and basic; Retention of Documents; Risk Assessment; Security Breach Protocol, Standing Orders; 
The Councillors confirmed that they had received and read the above policies and protocols.  They were proposed and seconded for approval by Cllr Tresadern, seconded by Cllr Sadler, all agreed. Resolved. 
b)
To confirm meeting dates for 2020, memberships and affiliations

Councillors agreed to continue with memberships and affiliations to SALC and the SLCC (Clerk) and to holding scheduled Ordinary meetings for the remainder of 2020 on 14/7, 8/9, 10/11 and on the second Tuesday of alternate months until the financial year end, as proposed by Cllr Eardley, seconded by Cllr Mason.  
Cllr Eardley reported that the playground had been closed due to the Coronavirus outbreak, in order to adhere to Government directives.  

33/20
Chairman’s update on the proposed community car park
Cllr Eardley reported that 3 quotes for the proposed works have been very difficult to obtain due to  contractors not wishing take on multiple elements of the job.  12 companies have been approached in total but all wanted to undertake separate aspects of the job.  An initial quote was received for £65k. Some adjustments are being made to keep costs down and it is anticipated that this initial quote can be reduced. The length of the lease needs to be agreed. Councillors expressed the view that they would not be in favour of committing public funds to a short term lease ie 25 years.  Big lottery funding is to be investigated for a grant towards the project – Cllr Mason to investigate Cllr Eardley also proposed putting in an application for a CiL Local Fund grant, which would be supported by Cllr Aldcroft, seconded by Cllr Groom, all agreed. Resolved.   The Parish Council would be the ‘tenant’ of the car park and therefore responsible for any maintenance during the lifetime of the lease.  The build length is likely to be about 6 weeks.   Councillors were content to continue with the project but to cap expenditure at between £50-55k.  
34/20
Proposal to investigate/take forward scheme of broadband enhancement

Cllr Eardley gave an overview of grants available to enhance broadband provision.  The Government grant could be self funding if there is enough local interest.  Cllr Tresadern proposed investigating this further, seconded by Cllr Sadler, all agreed. Resolved. 

35/20
Street lighting – proposal to upgrade the street lighting to LED

Cllr Groom proposed upgrading the lighting through the maintenance contractor, Eon, seconded by Cllr Moulson, all agreed.  Clerk to obtain costs to include the potential for heritage style lighting for the conservation area.  
36/20

 Items for inclusion in the next Agenda 

A judge has been secured for the best front garden judging.  To visit in August. 
The In Bloom Group sent thanks for their grant.  

Cllr Mason reported continuing issues with blocked grids in the village.  

Planning application for the land adjacent to Norton Farm has been withdrawn.  Councillors agreed that they would be content to see this land included in the Neighbourhood Plan and Local Plan for future development.
There being no further business for discussion, the Chairman thanked everyone for attending and declared the Meeting closed at 8:45pm.

Date of next Ordinary Meeting of Norton in Hales Parish Council: 12th May 2020

